
                           SERMON “LORD TEACH US TO PRAY” 
                         (Luke 11: 1-13 Preached at MPC on July 24th, 2016) 

Friends, all of us have faced sometime in our lives difficult circumstances and 

impossible situations when we ask ourselves, “Is God really listening to our 

prayers?”  “Things have turned out so wrong for me—where was God when I was 

pounding on the door of heaven with my prayers.”  In 1997 there was a terrible 

tragedy that occurred at Thredbo Ski Resort in the Australian Alps.  The news 

team reported a terrific landslide that came down on the skier’s huts burying 19 

people.   TV cameras and crew were quick on the spot as the world watched on 

their TV screens as rescue teams tunneled through the rubble to search for 

survivors. Medical teams and chaplains were on hand to help any of those 

traumatized from being trapped under the mud and rubble for days. 

The whole country of Australia held its breath.  Even a chapel was set up on the 

edge of the Thredbo River and people prayed—People at home and in churches 

prayed for the rescue of those people.   

Now some time later—the question people were asking was “How useful were 

those prayers?” Do you think the prayers were able to change the lot of any of 

those who were trapped? All prayed expecting a miracle. Yes, and one man was 

rescued. It seemed like a miracle that he could survive 60 hours in freezing 

conditions surrounded by concrete, rubble and water. The survivor acknowledged 

that God must have had a hand in deliverance. But what about the other 18 

people who lost their lives? What about all the prayers that were said for those 

people and yet they still perished?   

This illustration is typical and its no wonder many people are skeptical about the 

use of prayer. If so many people were praying for those people, why didn’t God 

respond and save them? That question has been asked over and over again 

throughout history when things turned out differently than what they had prayed 

for.  And I wish I had an answer that would be clear-cut, understandable and 

simple—an answer that would prove that prayer always works.  There is still so 

much mystery surrounding why God does and doesn’t answer prayer.   

In our gospel text for today, one of the disciples asked Jesus “Lord teach us how 

to pray.”  It seems possible that Jesus’ disciples had a problem with prayer. They  



had seen Jesus pray so often and noticed the confidence and fervor with which he  

prayed. Perhaps they wanted to know what they had to do to ensure that their 

prayers were answered. May be there was a special way of speaking—a special 

way of pleading your case.  Sometimes they saw Jesus kneeling, other times 

looking up to heaven— was there a special posture that helped in saying the right 

prayer and getting the right answer.  

It’s interesting to note that Jesus doesn’t teach the disciples any special skills. He 

doesn’t say if you fold your hands or hold them palms up toward heaven, or rest 

them on the particular person you are praying for, or kneel or stand or sit, or use 

a special style of language, you are more likely to have your prayers answered. If 

that were the case then the answer to our prayers would be a human achievement 

not something that comes from the gracious and loving hand of God. 

Let’s be clear about what prayer is.  Prayer is not having special skills and saying 

the right words so that we can reach God’s ear. When would we as sinful, weak, 

and broken humans ever get it right? We would never be able to say the right 

things to move God to answer us. Prayer is not humans taking the initiative and 

trying to reach up to God attempting to speak in his ear. The picture that comes 

to mind here is one of a small child who wants to tell his dad something really 

important. What does dad do? He bends down, lovingly puts his arm around the 

child and lets the child whisper in his ear. In this sense then prayer is not so 

much us reaching up to God with special words or techniques, but it is God 

reaching down to us. 

Our salvation does not depend on all the good things we can do to impress God so 

that he will let us into heaven.  God comes down to us in the form of his Son 

Jesus and gives us salvation through his death on the cross. So it is with prayer – 

no special prayer techniques have to be applied to achieve prayer success. Half 

the time we don’t know what to pray and when we do we pray selfishly, without 

faith or conviction. We don’t even know where to find God at times! 

Friends, it is God who finds us. By the power of the Holy Spirit the good news 

about Jesus Christ hits home.  Jesus comes into our lives through the Word of 

God, through our baptism and makes himself known to us. God, the Father 

becomes our heavenly Father. Praying is being in presence of God, who bends 



down and like a father makes his ear available. Even the whispers of the small  

child in a father’s ear might be soft and stammering, so infant-like, but the father 

hears the words of his child as the most precious things he has ever heard. He 

hears the incomplete sentences and funny words with the love of a father. He 

hears the soft requests with love when the child is hurting. In the same way, God 

hears our prayers. 

Prayer is a gift from God. Prayer is possible only because of who God is and his 

intense love for us. And the more helpless we feel, the more we learn this to be 

true. Prayer is for the down and out—for the one who finally discovers they can 

no longer rely on themselves, but want to be and need to be helped by God. 

And Jesus responds to that disciple’s question “Lord Teach Us to Pray” with the 

“model prayer” knows as the Lord’s Prayer—every time we gather for worship we 

end the prayers of the people with the Lord’s Prayer, and at many other pivotal 

times in our lives.  Jesus gives his disciples then and us a deceptively simple 

childlike prayer recorded in Luke 11:2-4 and in Matthew 6:9-13.   

Luke’s prayer has five petitions.  The first two have to do with God and the last 

three have to do with the fulfillment of our needs.  Each of those three petitions 

for our needs is voiced in the plural—give us—forgive us—and bring us!  Many of 

us are familiar with the Acrostic from the Book of Acts as a template for a model 

prayer—A for Adoration, C for Confession, T for Thanksgiving and S for 

Supplication.  Luke’s prayer included two petitions for adoration and three for 

supplication—there is no confession or thanksgiving. 

The first part of the prayer focuses on God—putting God in his rightful place in 

our priorities.  Only by focusing on God as our patient and loving Father can we 

ever hope to find the right attitude of humility and reverence for God—and 

putting our own needs in perspective.  The second part of the Lord’s Prayer 

focuses on our needs—body, soul, and spirit and the needs of others.  Jesus 

targets all of human behavior and character and reminds us that we will always 

need him.  It’s been said, that if these three requests are prayed properly, nothing 

more need be said.  Only in moment-by-moment dependence on God will we 

experience the good things God wants to provide.  Let me share with you what I 

believe to be three main purposes of prayer and then let me breakdown the seven  



distinct parts of the prayer that emphasize the focus and seven attributes of God 

that help to place all our needs and desires in proper perspective.   

The three main purposes of prayer are—To declare God’s holiness—to usher in 

God’s kingdom—and to do God’s will!  Listen carefully to the seven attributes of 

God as I dissect line by line in the prayer:  1) Our Father in heaven—the focus is 

on God as a loving Father—the attribute is God’s love.  2) Hallowed be thy name

—the focus is God’s name is holy—the attribute is God’s holiness.  3) Your 

kingdom come—the focus is there is no one above God—the attribute is God’s 

Sovereignty.  4) Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven—the focus is on 

God’s supreme authority—the attribute is God’s authority.  5) Give us this day our 

daily bread—the focus is on God as the source of everything we need—the 

attribute is God’s providence.  6) Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors—

the focus is forgiveness is our greatest need—the attribute is God’s mercy.  7) And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil—the focus is the trials that 

prove our faith and develop our character—the attribute is God’s protection. 

As you can see in the line by line analysis, this prayer taught to us by Jesus has all 

the essential elements telling us about who and how great a God we serve and 

how much God loves us, forgives us and will care for us through any and all 

situations—that’s how this beautiful prayer has endured for over 2000 years.   

And later in the gospel lesson Jesus offers us another outline when it comes to 

prayer.  Jesus says, “Seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened.  

Ask and it will be given to you—for whoever seeks finds, and whoever knocks the 

door is opened and whoever asks receives.”  The word “seek” has identified a 

whole new style of worship planning—seeker services—or worship gatherings 

designed to meet the needs of those investigating our Christian faith.  Whether 

you know it or not, we live in a world of seekers.   

People all around us are seeking fulfillment in their lives—Our Alpha class is our 

response in outreach to those still seeking God in Christ Jesus.  More than ever, 

people especially young people have become disillusioned at every turn.  

Financial success didn’t bring happiness to their parents and academic success 

didn’t do it for them either.  Relationships crash and burn all the time—people  

have let them down—so they run to technology, popularity, physical beauty,  



sports and entertainment— many end up seeking religion and faith as a possible  

answer and solution.  Jesus makes a promise to all those who are seeking—you 

will find—it may not be the exact answer you were looking for, but it very well 

may be God’s answer for you.  When we seek God’s guidance in prayer, we must 

be open to the fact that our will may not be God’s will.  But ultimately, that’s what 

prayer is all about isn’t it—discerning and doing God’s will! 

Jesus uses the illustration of another promise to knock and the door will be 

opened.  We see a neighbor knocking on our door because he has an urgent need.  

The neighbor will not go away until his request is granted.  In this example, Jesus 

encourages persistence until the green light is given—even when it comes to 

prayer.  But not all prayer is about conversation with God.  Sometimes prayer is 

about being still and quiet.  In a television interview years ago, Dan Rather the 

newscaster asked Mother Teresa about her prayer life.  “When you pray to God, 

what do you say?” Mother replied, “I listen she replied.”  “Okay, Rather said, 

tongue in cheek, “What does God say?”  “He listens” was Mother’s reply!  You see 

my friends, sometimes prayer is not an urgent knocking and clamoring at the 

door of God.  Sometimes and many times, it’s about listening to what God is 

saying to us.  I love the words of songwriter Scott Krippane who said, “Sometimes 

he clams the storms, sometimes he clams the child.”   

I think we would all agree that there is a danger if we just gabble off the Lord’s 

Prayer without giving much thought about what we are saying. When we do that 

it’s no longer a prayer, but just something, a bunch of words that we have learned 

by wrote.  A sign posted in a textile mill once read,  “When your thread becomes 

tangled, call the supervisor.” A young woman was new on the job. Her thread 

became tangled and she thought, “I’ll just straighten this out myself.”  She tried, 

but the situation only worsened.  Finally, she called the supervisor. “I did the best 

I could,” she said. “No you didn’t”, was the reply. “To do the best, you should have 

called me.”   

That’s just what God wants us to do. Call on him when the threads of life become 

tangled. Prayer is the way we bring our needs to God and let him deal with our 

situation with a divine answer.  The first and often the most difficult step is to set 

time aside every day to listen and speak with God—and God will hear your 

prayer. He will answer your prayer with divine love and power. Even if the 



answer is not what we expected, be assured it is the best answer in the long run.  

Our heavenly Father is waiting to hear from us.  Jesus gives us the model prayer

—the Lord’s Prayer with all the necessary elements included. Let us seek, listen, 

ask and knock, knowing our Lord is waiting to use all his majesty and power to 

help us.  Amen.  


