
SERMON "CLIMB TO THE MOUNTAIN TOP OF GLORY WITH JESUS" 
                        (Mark 9:2-9 Preached at MPC on February 11th, 2018) 

I'm sure many of us have been been to the top of a tall mountain?  Now in Hawaii, 

Mauna Kea or "White Mountain" when measured from the bottom of the Pacific Ocean 

floor to its peak is over 10,000 meters tall, as compared to Mount Everest at 8,850 

meters—thus making it the "world's tallest mountain." 

I've taken a 4-wheel drive vehicle years ago up to top of 14,000-foot Mauna kea with 

some friends.  We only had shorts and tee sheets on that day and weren't prepared for 

the cold temperature and several inches of snow on the ground.  We had to stop at 

10,000 feet to acclimate for a while and then proceed. When we got to the top, we built a 

little snow man, threw some snow balls at each other and then got out of there.   But it 

was on the way down that I recall the grand and majestic view from the top of "White 

Mountain."  

If anyone of you have experienced a tall mountain top experience—no matter where that 

may be—I'm sure we can all agree that mountains, especially high ones, are beautiful, 

aren't they!  We speak of them as majestic!   In her song, "America the Beautiful," 

Katherine Lee Bates speaks of "purple mountain majesties." 

She was inspired to write that song when she visited Pike's Peak in Colorado Springs. It 

isn't easy to get to the top of most mountains, but it's easy enough to get to the top of 

Pike's Peak.  A cog railway goes to the top.  Take a warm jacket.  It's cold up there. 
 
What can you see from the top of a mountain?  You can see other mountains and more. 

 You can see valleys and the contours of the earth.  You can see trees and the line where 

trees stop growing because it's too high.  From Pike's Peak, Katherine Lee Bates saw a 

grand and glorious vision of America—spacious skies—amber waves of grain—fruited 

plains—heroes proved—patriot dreams. 
 
In our Gospel lesson, Jesus took his favorite three disciples Peter, James, and John to 

the top of a high mountain.  In the Bible, mountains are often where people see God. 

 It's no accident that Moses encountered God on Mount Sinai—or that the Jerusalem 

Temple was located on Mount Zion.  And Jesus took Peter, James, and John up to a 

high mountain top where he revealed something new to them—what was that? Jesus 

revealed his "Godliness" to them.  He enabled them to see his glory—"glory as of the one 



and only Son of the Father" (John 1:14). 
That glory manifested itself as Jesus' clothing became white—glistening white—glaringly 

white—the kind of white that we find it difficult to look at—a brilliant white that people 

would find it difficult to match, even today. 
 
I remember a church near downtown Charlotte that painted their building that kind of  

pure white—not an off-white but a white undimmed by any other color.  On a sunny day, 

you had to shield your eyes when you walked by that building. It was too much for 

human eyes.  I think that Jesus' clothing must have been like that—too much for human 

eyes—too much for Peter, James, and John to see unshielded. 
 
That reminds me of the story of Moses in Exodus 19 through 24 when he came down 

from Mount Sinai.  Moses had been talking with God on that mountain, and his face 

absorbed some of God's glory—but he didn't know it.  When Moses came down from 

Mount Sinai, the people saw his shining face and were afraid.  But Moses' shining face 

became a sign to the people—proof that Moses had indeed been in God's presence—

proof that Moses had been speaking to God. 
 
That's what Jesus' exceedingly white clothing did for him.  It told Peter, James, and 

John that they were in the presence of the Son of God.  Jesus' clothing revealed his one 

true identity to those disciples.  Then two of the greatest men in Israel's history 

appeared before those disciples—Elijah, the great prophet, and Moses, the great 

lawgiver.  For us, that would have been like seeing George Washington and Abraham 

Lincoln in the flesh.    

Peter was overwhelmed—maybe even afraid.  He didn't know what to say.  But Peter was 

one of those guys who, when he didn't know what to do, would get fidgety—he would 

rush out like a bull in a china closet and do something.  Here's what he did.  He said: 

"Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let's make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah." 
 
Mark notes contemptuously that Peter said that because he didn't know what to say. 

 Peter just couldn't be still and say nothing or do nothing.  He had to say something. 
But Jesus didn't say anything either.  In fact, in this story, Jesus says nothing—nothing 

at all.  But a voice came out of the cloud, just as God had spoken to Moses from a cloud 

(Exodus 34:5).  Listen carefully to catch what comes next.  Two things happened back to 



back.  First, God said, "This is my beloved Son. Listen to him." Second, Elijah and Moses 

disappeared, leaving Jesus alone with his disciples. 
Let's deal with those two things one at a time.  God said, "This is my beloved Son. Listen 

to him."  Just think for a moment what a different world this would be if everyone would 

listen to Jesus. We wouldn't have wars.  We wouldn't need police, except as first 

responders for accidents.  We wouldn't need locks on our doors, virus and hacker 

software, or passwords on all our devices and computers—probably wouldn't need those 

things anyway.  We would actually have face to face conversations with people.  No one 

would be hungry or homeless—if everyone would just listen to Jesus. 
 
Of course, the reality is, we can't expect to see that perfect world until Jesus comes 

again.  I used to want Jesus to take his time coming back.  I wanted some time to do 

what I wanted to do.  But now I can pray honestly, "Come, Lord Jesus.  Come and 

straighten out this mess today!" 
 
Take a minute to think about how your life would be different if you would just listen to 

Jesus—if you would pray for guidance and then go in the direction that Jesus leads you. 

 How would your life be different? 
 
Some of us do a pretty good job of listening to Jesus now, so our lives wouldn't change 

that much—but they would nevertheless change if we would always listen to Jesus.  Our 

lives would definitely change for the better.  Still, many don't seek or care to know Christ 

on a personal basis at all.  Others are less careful about listening and seeking direction 

from Jesus—less interested in listening and obeying—their lives could change more—

once again for the better.  I don't know which group you are in, the listeners or the non-

listeners—but God knows.  He says in today's story, "This is my beloved Son. Listen to 

him." 
 
Soren Kierkegaard, the great Danish philosopher, theologian, and Christian 

existentialist of the 18th century wrote: "A man prayed, and at first, he thought that 

prayer was talking.  But he became more and more quiet until in the end he realized that 

prayer is listening." 
 
We struggle so to find the right words when we pray.  How much more powerful would 

our prayers be if we could spend part of our prayer time just listening for God's voice. 



But if we just close our eyes and listen for a word from Jesus, we may probably just fall 

asleep.  How can we solve that problem?  How can we truly listen to Jesus? 
 
I think one of the best ways to listen to Jesus starts with reading a passage from the 

Bible when you first get up and when you go to sleep—then ask Jesus to help you 

understand what he wants you to learn from that passage.  You can subscribe to a one of 

a host of many devotions out there—a devotional booklet like Our Daily Bread, or 

perhaps devotions written by well-known evangelists and pastors like Greg Laurie, 

David Jeremiah, Charles Stanley—you could read the devotion for the day and then ask 

Jesus what you need to remember about that devotional. 
 
When you do that when you first arise, you may experience a running dialogue with 

Jesus during the day that will highlight the meaning of the text or devotion.  Or you 

might fall asleep at night with God's word embedded in your consciousness.  When you 

do that, God's word will keep speaking to you even though you have fallen asleep.  God's 

word might very well open up to you in new ways while you sleep.  You might awake 

with a profound new insight—the kind of insight that is possible only when we listen to 

Jesus. 
 
George Washington Carver was the great African-American botanist and scientist who 

promoted alternative crop plantings to prevent soil depletion and discovered the secrets 

of the little peanut—and, in the process, transformed agriculture in the South.  An 

interviewer once asked Carver the secret of his success.  Carver replied: "All my life I 

have risen at four o'clock am and have gone into the woods and talked with God and 

listened for his 'voice.' There God gives me my orders for the day—When people are still 

asleep, I hear God best and learn my plan."  God says: "(Jesus) is my beloved Son. Listen 

to him." 
 
Now let's think about the second thing—Elijah and Moses disappearing and leaving 

Jesus alone with his three disciples.  I believe that was God's way of saying that Jesus 

had superseded Elijah and Moses.  In the bright light of Jesus, even Elijah and Moses 

fade into the background—like the moon fading in the presence of the bright sun. 
 
When we listen to Jesus, we will be in synch with Elijah and Moses.  If we will listen to 

Jesus, things will fall into place. Nothing more will be needed. 
 



A Chinese man named Lin Yutang experienced that.  Lin was a brilliant intellectual and 

for most of his life an atheist even though his father was a Christian minister.  But his 

wife was a Christian, and he came to admire the serenity that grew out of her faith.  He 

began to attend church with her, and then joined the church and wrote a book released 

in 1959 titled, "From Pagan to Christian" to give testimony to his spiritual journey.  He 

said: "I returned to the awe-inspiring simplicity and beauty of the teachings of Jesus.  

The scales began to fall from my eyes." He said: "It is Jesus that I have found sufficient— 

a sufficiency which is joyously renewed each day.  He continues, "Looking back on my 

life, I know that for thirty years I lived in the world like an orphan. I am an orphan no 

longer." Listen to that once more.  After Lin found Jesus, he could say: "I know that for 

thirty years I lived in the world like an orphan—I am an orphan no longer." 
 
What is the complete meaning of an orphan? By definition, an orphan from the Greek 

"orphanos" is someone whose parents are dead, unknown, or have permanently 

abandoned him or her.  In common usage, only a child who has lost both parents due to 

death is called an orphan.  Biblically speaking, God commands us to care for both 

orphans and widows.  When he gave the law to Moses and the Israelites, God gave 

instructions how to treat the orphans and widows among them—with harsh penalties if 

they failed in their responsibility spelled out in Exodus 22:22-23. In the NT, James says 

that taking care of the needs of orphans and widows is part of remaining "pure and 

faultless"—caring for those in distress is not an option for all followers of Christ.  

Friends, no matter what your attitude is to serving God's oppressed, it's always helpful 

to remember that all of us were adopted at some time into God's family through Jesus 

Christ.  Ephesians 1:5 says, "In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as his 

children through Jesus Christ according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his 

glorious grace he has given us in the one he loves."  

Are you feeling like Lin Yutang used to feel and live as an orphan?  Do you feel the 

loneliness of going through life alone?  You need not feel or live that way anymore. 

There is someone who loves you completely and unconditionally—someone who wants 

to join you on your journey.  His name is Jesus.  Embrace him.  Listen to him.  Make 

him Lord of your life.  In the words of one of God's great evangelist, brother Billy 

Graham, let us pray: "Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I turn from my sins 



and invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as my Lord 

and Savior. In Your Name we pray!"  

  
Friends, let us all climb to the mountain top of glory with Jesus this day—let us all be 

blessed and welcomed into God's family.  Let us join with millions of brothers and 

sisters in Christ and celebrate the blessings of longer being an orphan!  Amen.    


