
         SERMON “IS THERE MORE TO LIFE THAN THIS?” 

             (Luke 12:49-56 Preached to MPC on August 14th, 2016) 

Friends, today is Alpha kickoff Sunday number 2. The video highlights what 

Alpha is all about—three interactive sessions of sharing a meal, watching a video, 

followed by a small group discussion.  At the heart of our Christian faith is the 

person of Jesus Christ!  That 2 minute 30 second video you just saw I hope will 

whet your appetite, peak your interest, inspire and even fill you with desire to 

investigate more about why Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

“Is there more to life than this?”  That’s my sermon title today but other big life 

questions arise from that key question we’ve all asked ourselves—questions like 

“What am I doing here?”  “What is the point of life?”  “What is the purpose of 

life?”  “Where am I heading?”  Alpha addresses all of these questions and more.  

Hopefully during Alpha, you will discover that the person of Jesus Christ is the 

way to God and the lens through which we see God—you will discover that Jesus 

is the lens by which we see the world in a totally different perspective and with 

greater clarity. You may also discover that Jesus is the absolute truth—truth 

understood both intellectually and experienced in a personal relationship with 

Christ, to receive the reward and promise of an abundant life Jesus came to give.  

We’ve already completed our first Alpha class which ran from April 7th to June 

16th.  For those who missed that first Alpha offering, today you can remedy that 

situation by signing up to attend the classes—we still need hosts and helpers—we 

still need people to serve as quartermaster to plan menus and coordinate with 

other teams to acquire and deliver the meal items every Thursday night—we still 

need people to help with setup and teardown for each Alpha session—Is there 

more to life than this?  Yes!  Your assignment is to identify at least 5 people to 

invite to Alpha— as Alpha helps to create that space to connect with people and 

with God!   

Our Gospel lesson today is one of those scriptures that we are puzzled over and 

prefer not to hear as a way to connect to God.  Jesus says in v.49, "I came to 

throw fire on the earth."  He says, "Do you think that I have come to give peace in 

the earth? I tell you, no, but rather division!" (vv. 49-50).  Fire can be a metaphor 



to represent purification mentioned in Leviticus 13:52, Numbers 31:23, and 

Malachi 3:2.  Fire can also be a metaphor for judgment as in Genesis 19:24, Luke  

3:9, 17:29.   This seems to contradict what we hear at Advent during 

Christmastime when the angels sing: "Glory to God in the highest, on earth 

peace, good will toward men" (2:14).  We like to think of Jesus as the Prince of 

Peace (Isaiah 9:6). Yes, It's true! Jesus brings peace—He teaches us to love God 

and neighbor, and love begets peace. He teaches us to forgive, and forgiveness 

begets peace. He teaches us to love our enemies.  How much more peaceful could 

we be? 

But it's also true that Jesus brings division.  Jesus came into the world to save the 

world from demonic powers.  Genesis says that he would crush the head of Satan 

(Genesis 3:15)—and the demonic powers have not taken that lying down.  When 

Jesus came to earth, he kicked over a snake's nest, and the snakes are not happy. 

The Good News is God's promise that he and we will win the fight against evil. 

 The bad news is that the battle isn't over yet.  We see that every day.  We see it in 

our newspapers.  We see it in the daily news broadcasts.  We see and feel it in our 

own hearts.  As the Apostle Paul said: "For the good which I desire, I don't do; 

but the evil which I don't desire, that I practice" (Romans 7:19). 

In vv. 49-50, Jesus warns his followers that they will experience opposition.  He 

warns that families will be divided.  In a family of five, he says, there will be three 

against two and two against three.  Father will be set against son and son against 

father--mother against daughter and daughter against mother.  To understand 

the significance of this division, you have to understand the social prominence of 

families in Jesus' day.  The family was the building block of that society.  Families 

in Jesus' day were very close—very together and close knit!  Basically, it was the 

family against the world.  Very often several generations would share a house—a 

table—household chores. 

Fathers and mothers were clearly in charge, and sons and daughters honored 

fathers and mothers—deferred to them—obeyed them without question.  When 

children were young—and even later when they started families—parents helped 

and supported them.  When the parents grew old, their children reciprocated and 

took care of them.  In those days, people knew who you were by your connection 



to your family.  They knew you as the son of your father or the daughter of your 

mother.  Your place in the family established your identity.  Without those family 

connections you were alone—isolated—suspect—one step away from begging on 

the streets.   

And it was in that kind of world that Jesus said that he was bringing division—

that families would be divided because of him—father against son—mother 

against daughter.  Why would that be?  That kind of division stems from a simple 

premise—Jesus demands our highest loyalty.  Just as Jesus gave the Father his 

highest loyalty, so he asks our highest loyalty.  If a son became a Christian and 

the father objected, the son would not defer to the father.  In that case, the father 

would probably throw the son out of the house.  Many families turned out to be 

divided because of Christ—and it’s still happening today. 

Jesus spoke of such divisions—in part as warning—and in part as a word of 

comfort.  He knew that Christians would experience opposition, and wanted 

them to know in advance that it was coming.  He could reassure them that 

trouble was not the end.  He could let them know that God would win.  They 

could keep that vision in front of them as they went through rough times of 

trouble and disunity.   That vision would comfort them—that vision would help 

them remain strong. 

Jesus' disciples needed to hear that specific word.  They could see that Jesus was 

in constant conflict with the scribes and Pharisees.  They could see that his life 

was not easy.  Later, they would see him crucified.  It would help them to 

remember that Jesus had warned them that life would not be easy for himself or 

his disciples. 

Historically, the early church needed to hear that word too.  At the time that Luke 

wrote his Gospel, the church was being persecuted.  Both Jews and Romans were 

persecuting Christians.  Christians were being cut off by their families.  They were 

having to worship in secret.  They were dying in the Coliseum and their crosses 

lined the Appian Way and alongside other Roman roads.  They needed to 

remember that Jesus had warned that they would experience opposition—fierce 

opposition.  They needed also to remember that opposition was only a phase 



through which they must go before coming out victorious at the end. 

The persecuted church needs to hear that today.  Christians around the world are 

still being persecuted today—in Vietnam—in China—in Egypt—in Sudan—in 

Saudi Arabia—in Indonesia—in too many places to list in this sermon.  Because of 

their faith, Christians are being denied jobs—driven from their homes and 

imprisoned—tortured—even murdered.  They are forced to worship in secret. 

 They need to hear this word from Jesus that they can expect opposition—but that 

the opposition is not the end.  In the end, Christ will reign victorious and all the 

faithful will reign victoriously with him. 

Friends we need to hear that today, too, even though we have not experienced 

persecution for our faith yet.  I say "yet" advisedly—we should not imagine that 

we are immune—we should not imagine that it could not happen here.  We have 

certainly seen a change in the way that Christians are regarded.  When I was a 

keiki, it was popular to be a Christian.  People used to respect Christianity and the 

church.  There were malcontents, of course, but few people paid them much 

attention. 

It's different today.  The church has experienced nearly constant opposition over 

the past several decades—from courts—from the entertainment industry—from 

popular media—from powerful people speaking from bully pulpits.  Those people 

have changed the religious climate in which we live.  As a result, being a Christian 

isn't easy today. 

Not that long ago in my childhood days, businesses were closed on Sunday.  You 

could not find a store or supermarket open.  Most people went to church.  Also 

coaches for kids' teams would never have considered scheduling practice on 

Sunday mornings.  Coaches respected the fact that kids needed to be in Sunday 

school and church on Sunday mornings. Today, it's different.  On Sunday 

mornings, sports fields are busy with Little League practice—football practice—

soccer practice.  That forces Christian kids to choose between their sport and 

their faith.  It puts Christian coaches in a bind.  It is one of many small ways that 

the world makes it difficult to be a Christian.  So we need to hear this word of 

Jesus that we can expect opposition to our faith.  We also need to hear that 



troubled times are not the end, but are only a phase through which we must go on 

the way to victory with Christ. 

On March 12, 2004, four missionaries were attacked in Mosul, Iraq, and three of  

them died in a random drive by shooting.  They were in Iraq on a humanitarian 

mission—providing food and clothing and emergency supplies to people in need. 

 They were attacked by gunfire and a rocket-propelled grenade. Only one of the 

four survived.  One of the three who died was 38-year-old Karen Watson.  More 

than a thousand people came to her funeral.  Before going to Iraq, Karen had 

worked for the sheriff's office, and sheriff's deputies filled six pews in the church. 

 They took turns standing guard over her casket during the funeral service.  At the 

funeral, people talked about how Karen loved to shop, not for herself but for 

others.  She loved to find little gifts for other people--something she knew that 

they would like. 

At her funeral, Pastor Roger Spradlin raised this question:  He asked, "Does it pay 

to serve God when kindness is greeted by a hail of bullets?"  He answered that 

question this way: "It pays if you value the attention of God more than the 

approval of men. It pays if you value others more than yourself.  If we were to ask   

Karen, she would say, 'Oh yes!' "  Just before going to Iraq, Karen wrote a letter to 

be opened in the event of her death.  In it she spoke words of comfort to friends 

and family.  Then she concluded with this short statement—a summary of her 

purpose.  She said:  "To obey was my objective, to suffer was expected, his glory 

my reward."  "His glory my reward!"  Karen understood that her difficult times 

would be temporary, but her victory with Jesus would be eternal.  At Karen's 

graveside, Pastor Spradlin commented that Watson's coffin looked like a larger 

version of his sister's childhood hope chest.  He said:  "What we have here before 

us today is a hope chest, something of value, not a coffin or a casket."   

Is there more to life than this?  Are we to be seen by God as a hope chest, 

something of value or an empty coffin or casket?  My friends this is the time to 

rally around our Savior—this is the time to start sharing and inviting our family, 

friends and strangers to come to our next Alpha!  This is time to step out past the 

continuing wave of Satan’s opposition—to step out past our own lackadaisical and 



indifferent attitude to get the word out!  This could mean life or death for 

someone! While we still have breath and life, let’s make this second Alpha Kickoff 

Sunday a day that will live in the memory and hearts of all God’s faithful people 

at MPC and those to come!  Hear the words of our Lord Jesus— “I am the way, 

the truth, and the life”—may it be so in your life and mine!  Amen.  Let us pray! 

Closing Hymn             “Victory in Jesus”                                                            NO. 82 

   
OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH IN CHRISTIAN FAITH AND SERVICE 
    
DEACON’S GREETING 

*BENEDICTION: Brothers and Sisters in Christ let us go out into the world 
loving and serving the Lord! Let us respond to all the opposition to God’s 
kingdom with renewed faith and service!   “May the Lord bless you and keep 
you; may the Lord make his face to shine upon you & be gracious to you.  May 
the Lord turn his face toward you & give you peace.  Amen! 

Queen’s Prayer followed by:  

PASTOR RON:  "The Peace Of Christ Be With You."  

   
CONGREGATION RESPONSE: "And Also With You.  

  PASTOR RON: "Please turn and share the Peace and greet your 
neighbor as we head out to the lanai for a time of Fellowship."  


