
                                                  SERMON "I HATE MY LIFE" 
                              (John 12:20-33 Preached at MPC on March 18th, 2018) 

In our gospel lesson today, some Greeks came to see Jesus.  We wonder why John the 

gospel writer would even mention such a small detail.  You see, it was near the end of 

Jesus' life.  The chief priests and Pharisees had given orders for Jesus' arrest.  Jesus had 

come into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, to the cheers of the crowd.  Mary had anointed 

his body for burial.  Then, John says, some Greeks came to Philip, saying, "Sir, we wish 

to see Jesus." 

When Philip and Andrew told Jesus that the Greeks wanted to meet him, Jesus 

responded by saying, "The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified" (v. 23). 

Now that seems pretty mysterious, but here's what this event really signified.  

First of all, the coming of these Greeks signals that the whole world is coming to follow 

Jesus.  Up until this moment, to the Jewish nation, God was always referred to as the 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but not the God of the whole world.  The arrival of 

these Greeks near the end of Jesus' life meant that the exclusive relationship that the 

Jews had always enjoyed with God—that relationship would soon be exclusive no 

more.  It would no longer be, "For God so loved Israel," but "For God so loved the 

world." 

Secondly, when Jesus said, "The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified," he 

meant that the time had come for him to suffer and die.  Later, he would ascend into 

heaven and resume the glory that he had enjoyed from the beginning, but his pathway 

back to that glory in heaven would be take him through the cross. 

By way of explanation, Jesus embeds this little parable in the imagery and mystery of a 

grain of wheat—Jesus says, "Most certainly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone. But if it dies, it bears much fruit" (v. 24). 

That's an interesting image, isn't it!  The grain of wheat that says, "No, no!  Don't put me 

in the ground!  Don't bury me!  Don't let me die— but then it never becomes anything! 

But the grain that allows itself to be buried so that it sprouts—losing its original form 

and substance and becomes a plant that produces much grain. 



The irony of this parable by Jesus is that it is through the death of a single grain of  

wheat that new life is born.  The irony of the cross is that it is in dying on a cross that 

Jesus will bring new life to the world.  And then Jesus tells us that what is true for him is 

true for us as well.  He says, "He who loves his life will lose it. He who hates his life in 

this world will keep it to eternal life" (v. 25). 

In the other Gospels, the Synoptic or similar Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke—Jesus 

tells his disciples that they must take up their cross and follow him.  In John's Gospel 

Jesus puts it this way:  "He who loves his life will lose it. He who hates his life in this 

world will keep it to eternal life."  When he says that, he is speaking to us.  He is telling 

us that if we love our life we will lose it, but if we "hate" our life we will keep it. 

Now we must be very careful with this verse, because it would be very easy to turn it into 

something very different than Jesus intended.  There are plenty of people around in the 

world who hate their lives.  Now hate is a strong word to be used in any context.  But we 

hear people say all the time, "I'm not rich enough!"—or "I'm not smart enough!"—or 

"I'm not good looking enough! –or "I'm not popular enough!" And so, they conclude, "I 

hate my life!" 

That's almost sounds like a teenage mantra, isn't it!  "I hate my life!"  But it's hardly 

limited to teenagers.  There are plenty of people who truly hate their lives—because they 

hate their job—or hate their boss—or hate getting up in the morning—or hate having too 

many kids and too little money—or not enough free time or whatever the situation may 

be.  

But that's not what Jesus was talking about then or now.  In fact, that's just the opposite 

of what Jesus was saying.  People who complain that they aren't rich, or smart, pretty, or 

thin enough or something-or-other enough are really saying, "I don't have enough!" or I 

need more!" so they conclude "My life's no fun!"—so "I hate my life!"   

The only solution as these people would see it, is to be richer, thinner, smarter, more 

popular, sexier, more athletic—to have more of the things that would make them more 

attractive to other people—to have more of the things that would make their lives fun! 



But Jesus wasn't saying that we should be self-centered like that--craving more stuff—

wanting more popularity—wanting to be the star of the show.  When Jesus said, "He 

who hates his life in this world will keep it to eternal life," he was talking about people 

who are the opposite of self-centered—the opposite of craving more, more, more—the 

opposite of those who want to be the star of the show.  Jesus was talking about people 

who care so little about the things of this world that they can follow in Jesus' footsteps— 

or people who live their lives in service to others—people who make sacrifices for the 

cause of Christ's kingdom—people whose lives are centered on giving instead of taking. 

For those of you who were fortunate enough to attend this year's HIM conference this 

past Thursday, Friday, and Saturday—HIM gave everyone so much fuel and fire on what 

it means to give our lives in the service of Christ!  Margie and I are still in the afterglow 

from all the speakers we listened to in the general sessions, as well as the individual 

seminars—"Just Jesus" was the theme for the conference. 

One of our particular favorites is Tony Campolo.  Now if you've never seen Tony speak, 

you're in for a treat.  The man is 83 yrs. old and still speaks with energy and fire. I've 

already started reading one his recent books from 2008, "Red Letter Christians", the 

foreword written by ex-President Bill Clinton.  We listened to Tony's fired up speech on 

becoming "Change Agents for God."   

Tony spoke on how personal discipleship, evangelism, and world justice are all 

interrelated.  Tony said, "Evangelism is not simply giving people the promise of eternal 

life in the next world, as important as that is, but also is the means for recruiting 

persons into the family of God called the church—to become the agents of God for 

changing the world from what it is, into the kind of world God wants it to be.   

I do believe God has called us to reach a world that seems trapped without hope by 

turning to every narcissistic thing it can contemplate.  People are running after idols of 

power, fame, wealth, drugs, alcohol, extramarital affairs—seeking and trying to fill the 

void in their hearts with meaningless pursuits, because one day they realized there was 

no meaning in their lives—they hate their lives—the opposite of what Jesus is calling us 

to do—to center our lives on giving not taking! 



To really be the change agents for God there is hope for the Church of Jesus Christ if we 

don't forget our ministry!  To relate it to the Purpose Driven Church movement in 

becoming a healthy church, we must live out the 5 purposes, every member on a mission 

through fellowship, discipleship, worship, ministry, and evangelism.  Pastor Rick 

Warren says, "If we will concentrate on building up people, God will build the church."  

In Pastor David Jeremiah's book "Hope the Anchor of Life" he says "Our ministry calls  

us to be servants.  God has called us to minister to a hurting world—he refers to the 

adage, "Nobody cares how much you know until they know how much you care." If 

people don't know if we care about their hurts, they won't hear listen to what we the 

Church are preaching to them about. 

Pastor Jeremiah continues by saying we need to ask God to find and fill the needs of 

people regardless of their relationship with Jesus Christ—we need support groups, 

works of mercy and good deeds—every one of us can find a bit of good to do in this 

world to alleviate some of the suffering.  We can't should all the burdens of the world, 

but we can do our part—we can find a need and fill it. 

We can give canned goods and other personal items to our local food bank in support 

and partnership with Alea Bridge and St. John's Apostolic church next door.  We can 

support out River of Life missions by giving of our time and resources—it's coming up 

March 25th during Holy Week.  We can give books to a literary project, sponsor children 

in poverty and oppressing through organizations like Compassion International—we can 

participate in our own Presbyterian Mission Agency through the Presbyterian church 

(U.S.A), give to One Hour of Great Sharing brother John T will speak about after 

worship.  We can get involved in providing clean water to famine stricken and needy 

areas in the world.  We can learn about orphan care, write to shut ins, visit nursing 

homes and those in prison, mow the lawn of our sick or disabled neighbor—the list is 

endless.  

People who center their lives on giving by becoming agents of change Jesus describes in 

the beatitudes and says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  What did Jesus mean by this—simply put: We must be humble in our spirits. If 

you put the word “humble” in place of the word “poor,” you will understand what Christ 

meant.  In other words, when we come to God, we must realize our own sin and our 

spiritual emptiness and poverty. We must not be self-satisfied or proud in our hearts, 



thinking we don’t really need God.  If we are, God cannot bless us. The Bible says, “God 

opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). 

Jesus also put it this way: "He who hates his life in this world will keep it to eternal life. 

If anyone serves me, let him follow me. Where I am, there will my servant also be. If 

anyone serves me, the Father will honor him" (vv. 25-26).   

Let me close by asking you to examine your own life especially during this season of  

Lent.  Are you one of those people who thinks, "I hate my life!"  I hope not! Are you  

unhappy because you aren't rich enough—or thin enough—or talented enough—or smart 

enough—or whatever enough?  Enough is enough!  If so, the world has all sorts of 

answers for you.  It says, "Use this toothpaste!" or "Buy this car, cell phone, or TV— or 

"Take this vacation!"  The world will tell you that the answer is becoming more self-

centered—more grasping—more of a pleasure-seeker. 

But Jesus will tell you the exact opposite.  His prescription is that the only life worth 

living is a life of self-giving.  Look at the people in the world today, near and far, and you 

with fresh eyes will see that it's true.  You will see quite a number of people who are 

looking for happiness in the things that they can get—and you will see that they aren't 

quite there yet.  If you look closely, you will often see an edgy, almost desperate quality 

to such people's lives—always looking, but never quite finding—always striving, but 

never quite getting where they want to be. 

But if you will look at some of the people sitting in our own church today, you will see 

people whom you admire for their quiet strength—for their contentment—for their lives 

consecrated to God in service to our church and our community—people who model and 

live happy lives.  Look closely my friends and very often, at their core, you will find 

Christ.  Jesus said, "If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him" (v. 26).  Believe it, 

because it's true!  Do it, and receive the blessing that Jesus promised! Amen!  


