
              SERMON “FROM ORDINARY TO EXTRAORDINARY” 

                   (Matt: 4:12-23 Preached at MPC on January 22nd, 2017) 

This past Friday before noon on January 20th, 2017, Donald J. Trump was sworn in by 

chief Justice Roberts, as he took the oath of office with one hand on the Bible and right 

hand raised, to become the 45th president of the United States.  Disregarding one’s own 

personal political affiliations, president Trump delivered his inauguration speech with 

the hope to return the power back to the people—to make a unified America wealthy 

again, proud again, safe again, and strong again—to follow his leadership and vision all 

through God’s protection and our own strong military contingent, ending his speech by 

asking God to bless America and all its people.   

Our scripture text starts by giving us the news that Jesus has just heard his cousin John 

the Baptist had been arrested, so Jesus withdraws to Galilee.  In v. 17, Jesus delivers his 

short but powerful inaugural address to all people in the land of Zebulun, land of 

Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan to Galilee to the land of the Gentiles

—to all people who sat in darkness—Jesus began his ministry by proclaiming, "Repent! 

For the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”   

As Jesus begins his ministry, Matthew has already told us about Jesus' birth (chapter 

1)--the visit of the Wise Men (chapter 2)—the ministry of John the Baptist in the 

wilderness—the baptism of Jesus (chapter 3)—and the temptation of Jesus.  It is at that 

point that Jesus officially kicks off his ministry.  He does so by transitioning into 

assembling his cabinet as president Trump will do, by calling four disciples—Peter and 

Andrew—James and John. 

It's interesting to note the kind of people that Jesus called:  They were brothers—two 

sets of brothers.  Peter and Andrew were brothers, as were James and John.  Who were 

these men?  They were fishermen.  Peter and Andrew were casting a net into the sea 

when Jesus called, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers for men" (v. 19).  James 

and John were helping their father repair nets when Jesus called them.  All four men 

dropped what they were doing at that instant and followed Jesus. 

All four men were ordinary people.  They weren't the worst, and they weren't the best. 

 They weren't poor, and they weren't rich.  Maybe we would classify them as “middle 

class.”  As far as we know, these four men were successful fishermen.  That meant that 



they worked hard and worked smart.  It meant that they used their hands and their 

heads.  It meant that they seldom went hungry, but they just as seldom had money left 

over at the end of the week.  You would think Jesus could have done better!  You would 

think that the Son of God could have any one he wanted—and you would think that he 

would want the best!  You would think that Jesus would assemble a team to beat all 

teams—a team of superstars—of super-disciples!  Each disciple should specialize in a 

particular skill: 

One disciple should be a great ORGANIZER like a chief of staff. That disciple would 

provide an agenda and keep the others on track—would make sure that they wasted no 

effort—would make sure that they stayed on budget and got the biggest bang for their  

buck.  Another disciple should be a great ORATOR or speaker of the house—a great 

preacher—someone with the ability like Billy Graham to move people with words—to 

stir great crowds to action. And one disciple should be great at RAISING MONEY.  You 

don't have to be in ministry very long to know that money counts.  Anyone in ministry 

and every member of our session and Finance and Facility team knows that also. 

One disciple should be a great TEACHER.  Teaching is a quieter discipline than 

preaching, but it's just as important.  Good teaching lays the foundation for good 

discipleship and building strong Christian families of faith and godly character. 

Now it wouldn't hurt if a couple of disciples happened to have good POLITICAL 

CONNECTIONS.  After all, president Trump knows to succeed in business depends on 

building strong relationships, and the right word to the right person can open doors.   

And, of course, all the disciples should be SMART, that goes without saying.  But those 

weren't the kind of people that Jesus chose.  Jesus chose Peter and Andrew—James and 

John.  He chose ordinary fishermen, not well educated Harvard lawyers. Perhaps Jesus 

couldn't find the kind of people he needed. Or maybe he didn't feel like he needed great 

people.  Perhaps he preferred ordinary people. 

Maybe he felt more comfortable with ordinary people. Or maybe he was making a point. 

He may have been telling us that it is all right to be ordinary. He may have been saying 

that God can use ordinary people. Perhaps he was trying to encourage us. After all, most 

of us are pretty ordinary. Maybe he was telling us that, if we respond as these four 

disciples responded, we too can change the world. 



I think that those possibilities have much to commend them, but the bottom line is that 

God prefers to work with ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things.  If God 

calls a brilliant person—a person with a genius IQ—then people will give that brilliant 

person, the credit for whatever happens.  If God calls a rich and famous person, then 

people will give that person credit for whatever happens. 

But we aren't likely to accomplish much for God unless we're God-centered and God 

powered by the Holy Spirit.  God wants us to know that it was God who achieved the 

results and should get all the glory.  So, God often prefers to work through ordinary 

humble people like those in the Bible and you and me. 

Friends, that's the Good News!  If God wanted only the rich and famous, smart and 

brilliant, the rest of us would be left out in the cold.  The call of these four disciples—

Peter and Andrew—James and John—tells us that God can use ordinary people—that 

God can enable ordinary people to achieve extraordinary results.  That's Good News for 

us, because we're ordinary people—but God can use us to do extraordinary things. 

I remember reading about a great Christian awakening that took place a few years ago in 

a California high school—a public high school.  It's hard to imagine a more unlikely 

place for a Christian revival than a public high school.  Public officials are running 

scared when it comes to the Christian faith. But in this California, high school, students 

started a Christian club that attracted so many students that they were meeting in eight 

locations.  Students even started a group for Spanish-speaking students—and another 

group for students who spoke Chinese. 

One of the teachers was acting as the club's adviser.  He said that the club had existed 

for several years very quietly.  Then one of the students—an average, nondescript sort of 

person really got turned on to Jesus and started witnessing to other students.  That was 

the beginning—the time when the club  began to grow and to make a difference in 

people's lives. 

But the faculty adviser said that wasn't the beginning.  He said that one of the school 

custodians had been praying for the school for past 20 years.  Another custodian fasted 

and prayed two days a week—asking God to bring about a revival among those students.  

So, God called four Los Angeles disciples to affect that revival:  Two custodians, a 



teacher, and a very ordinary student.  Their work, empowered by the God’s Holy Spirit, 

worked wonders.   

Their story parallels nicely our Gospel story of the call of Peter, Andrew, James and  

John—four very ordinary men whose discipleship worked first century wonders.  When 

Jesus called these four fishermen, he didn't invite them to read his book on building a 

successful business empire—He invited them through his commanding authority and 

power to follow him.  He invited them to become his disciples.  Jesus gave these four 

men the opportunity to live with him and to observe him at close hand on a daily basis. 

 By doing so, they learned much more than Jesus' ideas.  They became familiar with his 

moods.  They observed how he treated other people.  They saw how he dealt with 

problems and opposition.  They began to copy his manner of speaking and his gestures. 

 Slowly but surely, they became like Jesus in thought, word and deed. 

Friends, this should speak powerfully to us about discipleship.  It's not enough to 

accumulate knowledge from the scriptures about Jesus.  To become disciples involves 

spending time with Christ.  We, of course, don't have the opportunity to sit down with 

Jesus in the flesh, but we can develop an intimate relationship with Jesus through the 

reading of scripture, through prayer every morning, individually or in a group context 

like Ten Brave Christians.  We could practice another discipline of TBC, random acts of 

kindness through faithful obedience to God’s word.  Jesus’ campaign slogan to follow 

him as our King, Lord, and Savior could be WWJD ("What Would Jesus Do?") this 

captures the true spirit of Christ’s kind of discipleship—Discipleship is "heart 

knowledge," not just "head knowledge." 

Jesus chose these four ordinary men—and a few others like them—some better, some 

worse—some men, some women—and those disciples turned the world upside down. 

 It's now two thousand years later, and everything has changed.  The Scribes and the 

Pharisees are gone.  The Roman Empire is gone.  But all over the world, people are still 

coming to give their lives to worship and follow Jesus Christ.  That happened because 

Christ called these ordinary people to be his disciples and then empowered them to do 

extraordinary things.   

Christ calls us too!  Christ calls some of us to be preachers and others to be Sunday 

school teachers. Christ calls some of us to be youth leaders and others to be youth group 

members. Christ calls some to be missionaries in Africa and all over the globe to share 



His story, to bring the saving grace and knowledge of our Lord.  January 29th, we are 

assembling as a congregation to meet and review what has happened in 2016 and look to 

the way ahead to follow Christ’s call to lead us in 2017.  Jesus calls some of us to make 

that commitment to join as members of MPC to fulfill the need as Elders on session and 

ministry teams—to step in and serve as Stephen Ministers and Deacons to fill the needs 

of our congregation.  God calls some of us to serve on one our ministry teams— to teach 

Sunday school, to sing in the choir, to usher and serve communion, to help with 

outreach through evangelism and mission—Christ calls all of us to love!  Christ calls all 

of us to bear witness!  Christ calls all of us to spread the Good News! 

And If we obey—if we heed Christ's call—He will make things happen.  Christ doesn't 

need our ability.  He just needs our availability.  Jesus calls ordinary people to do 

extraordinary things.  Let us look to His Word—let us listen for his call! Let us listen to 

hear what he is calling you to be—and let us listen and obey what he is calling you to do. 

Amen!   


