
                    SERMON "LOOKING THROUGH GOD'S EYE VIEW" 
                         (Mark 8:31-38 Preached at MPC on February 25th, 2018) 

For longtime churchgoers, our Gospel lesson today is familiar—so familiar that it tends 

to go in one ear and out the other.  "I've already heard that one," we think, and we are 

tempted to daydream.  But this story has the power to transform our lives—but it 

requires that we really hear Jesus—that we struggle with the difficult things that he is 

saying. 
 
So I invite you to listen carefully this morning.  Listen to what Jesus says.  Listen to 

determine what it means for your life.  Listen so that Jesus might turn your life to a new 

direction.  Listen for a word from God aimed directly at your heart! 
 
To understand this story, we must first understand what has just happened.  Peter has 

just proclaimed Jesus to be the Messiah--the one for whom Israel has waited for so 

long--the one who will save Israel.  That was the turning point in the Gospel of Mark. 

 Prior to that, Jesus taught and healed.  After that, Jesus starts his journey to Jerusalem, 

where he will die.  Peter's confession was the hinge pin—the turning point of the story. 

Peter, so often wrong, got it right!  Jesus is the Messiah—the one who will save Israel. 
 
But what happens next?  What happens next is that Jesus begins to teach the disciples 

what it means that he is the Messiah.  He begins to teach them that he must suffer and 

die.  Now listen to what Peter does next.  Peter takes Jesus aside and rebukes him. Peter, 

who just said that Jesus is the Messiah takes the Messiah aside and rebukes him.  Mark 

doesn't tell us what Peter said, but it isn't hard to imagine.   

Peter said something like, "Jesus, that talk about suffering and dying is not what we 

need to hear.  That's crazy talk!  Pull yourself together!  YOU'RE THE MESSIAH!  Got it! 

 Now start acting like the Messiah!  Tell us about the good things you're going to do. 

 Let's not hear any more talk about suffering and dying!" Doesn't it seem odd that Peter 

would confess his faith in Jesus as the Messiah in one breath and then criticize Jesus in 

the next breath?    
 
But perhaps it isn't odd after all.  Peter had been seeing Jesus heal people and work 

great miracles.  He had heard teaching so profound that it had to come from God.  We 

should not be surprised that he was having trouble coming to grips with the idea that 

the Messiah should suffer and die.  To be honest, we have heard "The Rest of the Story" 



a thousand times—the story of Jesus' death and resurrection—and sometimes we still 

don't get it.  Like Peter, we expect certain things from Jesus—and sometimes what we 

get is very different from what we expected.  That happens in every generation of 

Christians, because Christ says things that we don't want to hear.  For instance, let's look 

at how Jesus responded to Peter's criticism.  First, he said: "Get behind me, Satan! For 

you have in mind not the things of God, but the things of men" (v. 33). 
 
Jesus was trying to show the disciples the world from a God's-eye view, but the disciples 

were used to seeing the world from a worm's-eye view.  It was like trying to explain 

electricity to someone who has never seen a light bulb—who has never heard a radio or 

seen a movie.  How do you explain electricity to someone like that?  It wouldn't be easy. 
 
Frankly, when I took a basic electronics tech class years ago at LA City college, I didn't 

find it easy to understand electricity either.  The teacher tried to explain the difference 

between DC and AC—the flow of charged particles in AC and the flow of electrons in DC

—even with experiments, it was difficult to understand. I've seen light bulbs by the 

thousands.  We use electricity every day to run our refrigerators—our televisions and 

computers—and a thousand other things.  But if you ask me how electricity works, I 

would be hard pressed to explain.  I know what electricity can do, but it seems more like 

magic than science to me.  I wouldn't want to have to explain electricity to someone who 

has never experienced it. 
 
Jesus was trying to explain something even more mysterious than electricity.  He was 

trying to explain how things look from God's vantage point.  He was trying to tell the 

disciples that he, the Messiah, would have to suffer and die.  He was trying to tell them 

that they, too, would have to suffer and die.  That did not sit well with them.  They did 

not get it!  Who can blame them!  
 
Once again I will remind you that we are familiar with what Paul Harvey, the famous 

American broadcaster for seven decades came up with phrase—and "You know the Rest 

of the Story"—the part about Jesus dying and being raised from the dead—but very often 

we fail to connect the dots—fail to recognize what that means for us.  Let me give you 

some examples. 
 
A number of years ago, when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1978, a reporter 

interviewed a Princeton student for her opinion about the possibility of American 



intervention.  The student replied, "There's nothing worth dying for." Don't be 

distracted by the military context of that statement.  Let's just look at the student's 

words, "There's nothing worth dying for."  Is that what you think? Lots of people think 

like that—but Jesus did not.  Jesus said in today's text, vv. 34-35, "Whoever wants to 

come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever 

wants to save his life will lose it; and whoever will lose his life for my sake and the sake 

of the Good News will save it." Now, that's quite different from "There's nothing worth 

dying for"—isn't it!  
 
When Mark wrote this Gospel around the year 70, he and his friends knew what it 

meant for Christians to take up their cross and follow Jesus.  Rome was persecuting 

Christians at that time.  The first readers of Mark's Gospel would have actually known 

Christians who had died for their faith.  They would have been in danger themselves. 

But they believed that Jesus had accomplished something through his death that he 

could not have accomplished any other way—and they knew that they might find 

themselves in a situation where they would have to choose between Christ and death. 

 They understood the cost of discipleship. 
 
But Peter, not yet having seen the open tomb, did not understand.  Jesus announced 

that he would have to suffer and die, so Peter took him aside and rebuked him.  Peter 

didn't get it, and I can't say that I blame him.  All too often, we don't get it either.  Just 

listen to some of the things that we say. 
 
We say, "Look out for Number One"—which is just another way of saying, "Love 

yourself.  Take care of yourself."  But Jesus says, "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself" (Mark 12:31).  He calls us to "agape" love—the kind of love that God has for 

people—the kind of love that a mother has for a child—the kind of love that takes care of 

the beloved--the kind of love that cares more about the beloved than about oneself. 

 That's quite different from "Look out for Number One"—isn't it! 
 
In fact, Jesus goes even further.  He says: "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall 

love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.' But I tell you, love your enemies, bless those  
who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who mistreat you and 

persecute you" (Matthew 5:43-44). 
 
That's especially different from "Look out for Number One"—isn't it! Another example! 



 We say, "If I don't take care of myself, nobody else will."  But Jesus says instead: 

"Therefore, I tell you, don't be anxious for your life: what you will eat, or what you will 

drink; nor yet for your body, what you will wear. Isn't life more than food, and the body 

more than clothing? See the birds of the sky, that they don't sow, neither do they reap, 

nor gather into barns. Your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren't you of much more value 

than they?" (Matthew 6:25-27). 
 
So what's my point!  My point is simply that it was hard for Peter to understand Jesus 

because Jesus was showing him something even more mysterious than electricity.  He 

was showing him how things work in the kingdom of God.  He was asking Peter to shift 

from his very small and tunnel vision or worm's-eye view of the world, to the big picture 

or a God's eye-view. 
 
And my point is that we often find it difficult to understand Jesus too.  We want to tame 

Jesus—to domesticate him and put Him in a box—to make him harmless and 

comfortable, like a lapdog.  We want to look to Jesus for easy solutions to our problems; 

maybe even for a way to believe and grow rich.  Jesus responds by saying to Peter and to 

us, "Get behind me, Satan! For you have in mind not the things of God, but the things of 

men" (v. 33). 
 
But the good news is that lots of people do "get it"—they do try to live as Christ would 

have them live:  I see Christians paying their own way to go on mission trips to help 

needy people. I read about Christians who have given up the comforts of hearth and 

home to go to foreign lands where they live uncomfortable lives—I read and hear about 

many Christian brothers and sister bringing comfort to the discouraged, defeated, and 

lonely people in their own towns and cities.  

This past Wednesday, February 21st, the Reverend Billy Graham passed away in his 

sleep at the age of 99.  Known as "America's pastor", Graham was the key figure in the 

U.S. Christian evangelical movement—The great evangelist and preacher began holding 

revival meetings in the 1940's and with his spirited team, went on to claim millions of 

souls for Christ in his world-wide crusades—Billy as spiritual advisor counseled a group 

of presidents and was especially close to Dwight D. Eisenhower, Lyndon Johnson, 

Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan, and both president Bushes. 



In one of my favorite books written by Pastor Billy entitled "Hope for the Troubled 

Heart", he speaks about how to help hurting people. I still can't help but think of the 17 

hurting families and victims of the recent mass shooting at the Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Parkland Florida on Valentine's day.  Carly Novell, 17, one of the 

survivors of the mass shooting, recalls hearing the fire alarm go off that dreaded 

morning after already going through an earlier drill—as she exited the classroom, 

administration people were yelling at her, get back inside, "code red."  She learned  

later the shooter pulled the alarm to get everyone into a crowded space, so he could kill 

them with greater efficiency—she recalls sitting in a closet for two hours reliving the 

memory of her grandfather, Charles Cohen, hiding in a closet in 1949 as he listened to 

his parents being shot by a mass murderer. 

Billy says in his book, "hurting people are lonely people."  Loneliness is the disease of 

our time.  Loneliness lingers in the hospital bed or sits with the wife whose husband 

spends more time at work than at home.  Loneliness strikes the divorced husband or 

wife or children who are left behind—Loneliness isolates the aged and impersonalizes 

the poor.   

Another Pastor David Jeremiah asked, "What is loneliness?'  Some described it 

physically as an empty feeling deep in the pit of one's stomach—almost to the point of 

nausea—others describe it as an underlying anxiety—a big black pit or a sharp ache in 

moments of grief and separation—for others it can a long period of stress that wears 

them down until they are deeply depressed and feeling totally defeated!   

Pastor Graham asks a couple of basic questions in his book like, "Are we approachable" 

when someone is hurting to cry on our shoulder or even if necessary to ask for help!  Or 

we do we change the subject, tell a joke, or quote a Bible Verse to make everything OK?  

If our non-Christian friends don't feel they can approach us because they can't trust us 

with their confidential hurts, we may never be able to approach them with the need for 

Christ. Billy continues, "Are we available?"  One close friend of Pastor Billy shared with 

him how when she lost her husband, people she had known for years pretended not to 

see her and publicly stepped aside and avoided any contact with her—she felt like a 

leper, totally isolated from the world—She was hurting and needed conversation and 

comfort.  



Friends, Pastor Billy summarizes by saying only God's Spirit can truly mend a broken 

heart.  Our attitude toward suffering should encompass a God's eye view of the world by 

learning all we can from our personal problems, so we can fulfill a ministry of comfort as 

Jesus did.  Jesus was approachable and available to us and even suffered death on the 

cross, so that we might lose our lives to find it for the sake of the Good News!  Are we 

approachable and available even when we may be hurting too? Pastor Billy wrote: "God 

does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters!"  Amen!    

  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


