
                    SERMON “DOIN WHAT COMES UNNATURALLY” 

                     (Luke 14:1,7-14 Preached at MPC on August 28th, 2016) 

One of my favorite songs from 1946 "Doin' What Comes Naturally” comes from 

the musical “Annie Get Your Gun”—it’s the story of sharpshooter Annie Oakley in 

Buffalo Bill’s wild west show and her romance with another sharpshooter Frank 

Butler.  Annie Oakley sang: “Folks like us could never fuss.  With schools and 

books and learning.  Still we've gone from A to Z, Doin' what comes naturally!”   

What is it that comes naturally for adults?  Falling in love comes naturally.  

Having children comes naturally.  What else comes naturally?  Accumulating 

"stuff" comes naturally, doesn't it!  The longer we live; the more stuff we 

accumulate. Closets full of stuff!  Attics and garages full of stuff!  Rented 

storerooms full of stuff!  When older people finally decide that they must move 

into smaller quarters, they find that all that "stuff" has become an albatross 

around their neck.  It's hard to get rid of.  Getting "stuff" is one of the things that 

comes naturally. 

For our children and younger folk, asking lots of questions like “why” comes 

naturally—having to burn off and release all that pent up energy to satisfy that 

natural sense of curiosity comes naturally—and sometimes it can be a source for 

getting into trouble.   

But Jesus calls us to do what comes Unnaturally.  He says:  "Why are you anxious 

about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow. They don't toil, 

neither do they spin, yet I tell you that even Solomon in all his glory 

was not dressed like one of these.  So if God so clothes the grass of the field, 

which today exists, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, won't He much more 

clothe you, you of little faith?" (Matthew 6:28-30). 

Jesus goes on to tell us not to fixate on accumulating "stuff."  He tells us to seek 

first God's kingdom, and God will see that we have what we need (Matthew 

6:31-33).  Another thing that comes naturally is seeking honors.  We love getting 

certificates and awards and other things that say, "You did a great job!"  But in 

our Gospel lesson today, Jesus calls us to do what comes Unnaturally.  He was at 

a big dinner at a Pharisee's house, and saw people jockeying for the best seats. 



 The best seats would have been the ones to the right and left of the host.  To sit at 

the host's right or left would put them front and center where everyone would see 

them—this would signal their importance and would make people envy them. 

 Besides that, it's fun to sit in the best seat and to look out at all the peons. 

But Jesus gave some Unnatural advice.  He said, "Don't do that!"  He said: "When 

you are invited by anyone to a marriage feast, don't sit in the best seat, 

since perhaps someone more honorable than you might be invited by him." 

Someone more honorable!  Who could that be!  Aren’t we all honorable people?  

But Jesus warns that if we plop ourselves down in the best seat, the host might 

say, "Make room for this (other, more important) person"—this person whose 

seat you took—this person who, for whatever reason, outranks you.  Jesus 

warned:  "Then you would begin, with shame, to take the lowest place."  That 

would be a tough pill to swallow, wouldn't it!  Having to gather our belongings 

and skulk off to the back row while the honored guest takes that seat.  Then we 

having all eyes on us as we make our way to the back! 

When Jesus gives advice like that, we need to be careful how we hear it.  We can 

be sure that Jesus isn't trying to give us a backdoor strategy for self-promotion. 

 When Jesus calls us to act humbly, we can be sure that he wants our humility to 

be genuine.  Genuine humility has its roots in the realization that we are sinners 

in need of forgiveness.  Genuine thankfulness has its roots in the realization that 

God has forgiven our sins. 

Once we realize that we are all sinners and need forgiveness—and that God has 

forgiven us—we will also realize that we really have no need to be prideful in the 

bad way as in "Let's push the other guy to the side so we can get to the top" way 

or "Let's grab front row seats and hang onto them through thick and thin" way.   

Once we realize that we need forgiveness—and that God has forgiven us—we can 

begin to enjoy the kind of humility that feels OK whether sitting in the front or in 

the back.  And we can begin to enjoy the kind of pride that comes with being 

children of the king—children of the King of Kings. 

Thomas a’ Kempis, the Dutch priest living under the rule of St. Augustine, put it 

this way.  He said, "The proud and avaricious man is never at rest; while the poor 



and the lowly of heart abide in the multitude of peace." Amen to that!  For the 

proud and avaricious or greedy person, enough is never enough.  But Jesus didn't 

limit his remarks to the guests.  He then turned to his host, the Pharisee who had 

invited him to dinner.  Jesus said: "When you make a dinner or a supper, don't 

call your friends, nor your brothers, nor your kinsmen, nor rich neighbors, or 

perhaps they might also return the favor, and pay you back. 

But when you make a feast, ask the poor, the maimed, the lame, or the blind; 

and you will be blessed, because they don't have the resources to repay you. 

For you will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous" (vv. 12-14). 

As he does on so many occasions, Jesus turns our thinking on its head.  Dinner 

parties are often calculated affairs.  The host determines who to invite based on 

what the potential guest has to offer.  That potential could be any number of 

things:  It might simply be that we enjoy that person's company—that's our 

repayment.  Or we might invite people who can help us in other ways.  Maybe we 

think that the guest might help us with a promotion—or a raise.  Maybe we think 

he or she might send us some business. 

That's the way it's done!  Give something—get something back.  Do something 

nice for someone—and that person will do something nice for you in return. 

 That's the way the world works—there is an ulterior motive beneath the surface.  

But Jesus isn't interested in teaching us how the world works so we can get more 

"stuff."  Jesus wants to teach us how the kingdom of God works—so that we 

might align our lives to God's will—so that we might do God's will and receive 

God's blessing. 

That sounds pretty much like the way the world works, doesn't it!  You scratch 

my back and I’ll scratch yours.  Do God's will and receive God's blessing. 

But there's a difference.  When we live by the world's rules, we calculate what we 

might get by inviting people who can do something for us in return. 

But when we live by the kingdom of God rules, our focus is different.  When we 

live by kingdom rules, we don't help others to get something back.  We help 

others to help them.  We do something good for someone—why?  Because it’s the 

right thing to do and it feels good.  We give others a blessing because Jesus taught 



us it is more blessed to give than to receive. 

In other words, when we live by kingdom of God rules, we start from a different 

place—and then we end up in a different place.  When we live by kingdom of God 

rules, we don't calculate what we can get, but what we can give.  We do that, 

because that's the Jesus way.  That's altogether different from the way the world 

thinks and from the way the world operates. 

The world operates and thinks from a personal perspective—the world would ask, 

"Before I scratch the other's guy's back, let me figure out whether he will scratch 

my back."   So the world functions on a different mindset—it is different when 

hosting a dinner for potential customers by planning ahead and asking “Who 

might throw us some business in return. But it is a turnaround and different 

when we start asking the question, "What can I do to help this person in need?"—

instead of "What can I do to feather my own nest?" 

That sounds pretty difficult, doesn't it!  It's difficult, because Jesus calls us to live 

with one foot in this world and the other foot in the kingdom of God—and it can 

be difficult to get our footing—to keep our balance.  But over the years, Christians 

have demonstrated it's possible—it is possible to live with one foot in this world 

and one foot in the kingdom of God. 

In his book, “Finding Hope Again,” a pastor’s guide to counseling the depressed, 

Pastor Roy Fairchild tells of getting sick while visiting Austria.  He didn't have a 

lot of money, and he had to spend most of it on medicine and doctors.  He then 

took a train to Vienna, where he hoped to link up with friends.  When his train 

arrived in Vienna, he was broke and hungry—and didn't know how to contact his 

friends.   

He was feeling lonely and depressed when an old woman who was sweeping the 

station sensed his plight and asked if he was hungry.  Before he could answer, she 

pulled a sandwich from a paper bag and offered him half.  That half-sandwich 

slaked Fairchild's hunger, but something even more important happened—her 

act of kindness restored his soul.  They talked for a while, and Fairchild asked 

why she had offered him half her sandwich.  She answered, "Jesu is mein Herr. 

 Gott ist gut"--"Jesus is my Lord, God is good."  Jesus calls us to do unnatural 



things as a complete departure from the ways of the world.  Don’t be so anxious 

about accumulating too much stuff—God will provide.  Be humble and stop trying 

to exalt yourself!  Help someone else in need by giving and serving without any 

thought of repayment—God will bless you in the final days when Jesus returns. 

Friends, another Unnatural thing that is so difficult for many of us to do is 

sharing our testimony—our Christian witness.  We are only ten days away from 

the beginning of our second Alpha class.  In just a few minutes, at the end of my 

sermon, I am going to invite and we are going to listen to brother Phil Demske’s 

testimony about his Alpha experience in our first class. 

This is the last Sunday of brother John Toillion’s adult class about being a 

“contagious Christian”—contagious in a good way—contagious by learning how to 

be yourself, to tell your story, give your testimony and communicate God’s 

message, while impacting others.  One of the great evangelists living today is Greg 

Laurie—and this past weekend Greg led a two-day crusade at Angel Stadium 

called the SoCal Harvest!  These harvest events are designed to be opportunities 

to invite family members, c0-workers, friends and acquaintances to hear the 

Gospel message proclaimed in an environment that is entertaining and non-

threatening—this sounds a lot like Alpha!   

In his daily devotion on Friday entitled “An Essential of Evangelism”, Greg cites 

the scripture from Colossians 4:5-6 which says, “Live wisely among those who are 

not believers, and make the most of every opportunity.  Let your conversations be 

gracious and attractive so that you will have the right response for everyone!  

Greg continues and says Jesus, being the master evangelist uses something 

Christians lack today—that something is tact!  Tact has been defined as 

diplomacy and sensitivity—it is a skill and grace in dealing with people.  And 

Jesus always took the tactful approach to engage someone by asking questions 

about that person to draw them out—he used active listening to start a 

conversation to build a bridge to eventually share the message of the gospel! And 

our hosts and helpers for Alpha will receive training to listen and facilitate the 

discussion in their small groups.  Friends, Jesus call us to do what comes 

Unnaturally—and now is the time for all of us to give our testimony in our 

everyday lives with the opportunities God gives us—to listen and share tactfully 

with all about who we were before Christ, how we met Jesus, and what we are like 



today after meeting our Lord!  Let’s humble ourselves—Let’s focus on God’s 

kingdom by doing what comes Unnaturally! Let’s invite as many as we can to 

Alpha—God will bless and reward us!  It could be life threatening for someone!  

KB, and a gospel message by Greg Laurie. 
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