
                            SERMON “GOD’S ANGELS OF SERVICE” 
                     (Matthew 2:13-23 Preached at MPC on January 1, 2017) 

Christmas is visually such a pretty season—especially at night.  No matter where you 

live, in cold or warm weather, there are always designated neighbor hoods in your area 

where the houses are decorated in a spectacular way.  For us locally, you can check out 

the magical Christmas lights, synchronized with music, at 12 homes in Waikele on 

Anapau Street—the homes were featured on national TV and you still have till January 8 

to see this popular community display of the Christmas Spirit in lights and love! 

 Yes, we do need something pretty outside at this time of year especially with all the 

darkness and violence going on in the world.  If you live in the cold and wintry parts of 

the country, people spend most of their time indoors—it isn't as pleasant to go outdoors

— (lucky we live Hawaii!). 

The trappings of Christmas take our minds off all that for a while—or at least make it 

bearable.  We put evergreen trees and wreaths in our homes to make them feel more like 

spring.  We put up decorative lights against the darkness of the long nights. December is 

no longer the season of doom and gloom.  Because of Christmas, these wintry days are 

short, dark, and cold—they have become the season of cheerful songs, office parties and 

Christmas presents. 

We would like to sustain the happy feeling of Christmas all year long, but our Gospel 

lesson this Sunday doesn't help.  It tells the story of a wicked old king Herod who 

actually murders innocent babies.  It tells of Joseph being awakened in the middle of the 

night and told to flee.  It tells of "Rachel weeping for her children." 

It also tells of Joseph and his little family living in exile while waiting for the wicked king 

to die.   It tells of them not being able to return to Judea because of another wicked king

—but they were finally able to settle in Nazareth, Mary's hometown.  The feel of this 

story is the opposite of what we expect from Christmas.  Perhaps that's appropriate— 

What we expect from God and what we get are often are two different things.  Take the 

business of angels, for instance.  What comes to mind when you hear the word, "angel"? 

Many people bring out their special Christmas Angel ornament to fit on top of their tree. 

Depending on where you buy it, it can be quite expensive—maybe your angel appears to 



be a young woman with flowing blond hair—dressed in a beautiful floor-length gown—

very pretty—very feminine.  Doesn't that come pretty close to your idea of an angel? 

Halford Luccock is a Biblical scholar.  He wondered what it would be like to hear an  

angel speak, so he searched the Bible to find out.  What do you suppose he found?  Were 

the angels pretty girls?  Were they visions of loveliness?  Quite the contrary!  Angels 

were God's messengers.  Sometimes they brought blessings, but more often they came 

saying, "Get up and hurry."  On the rare occasion that the angel's gender is mentioned, 

the angel is male—not a pretty girl. 

Angels are still popular today.  You see angels on television, like the show Touched by an 

angel. You can buy pictures of angels and angel dolls.  You can send angel greeting 

cards. But those are Hollywood angels--not God's angels.  God's angels call us to duty. 

 God's angels are not genies appearing to grant us a wish.  They are more like busy 

postal workers delivering tons of mail and packages during the holidays. 

Our scripture also helps us to see what it's like to be chosen by God.  We tend to think 

that being chosen by God would solve all our problems.  Those whom God chooses, God 

also blesses!  Or so we think!  The Jews thought like that.  They were God's Chosen 

People.  They thought that made them better than everyone else.  They thought that they 

were chosen for PRIVILEGE.  Instead, they had been chosen for SERVICE. The story of 

their lives testifies to a life dis-ease, hardship, pain, and sacrifice. 

God chose Joseph and Mary for the most dramatic role in human history.  They were to 

be the parents of God’s Son.  You would think that God would resource them 

accordingly.  You would think that God would provide them with a chariot drawn by six 

white horses!  And a palace!  And an angelic song!  Instead, God allowed Jesus' birth to 

take place while Joseph and Mary were on the road traveling, so that Jesus was born in a 

stable and cradled in a manger. 

Then God sent an angel to awaken Joseph in the middle of the night to say, "Get up, take 

the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod 

is about to search for the child, to destroy him." So, Joseph got up, gathered up his little 

family and the few things they could carry with them, and they left that very night. 

Just remember for a moment how much "stuff" you need to take when you travel with a 

newborn baby—you might ask Jessica Hayashi our newest mother with her baby Jacob 



getting ready to be baptized—now imagine Mary and Joseph trying to put all their stuff 

on a donkey's back.  Imagine awakening the baby and starting your journey in the 

darkness of night.  Now you can begin to see what it means to be called by God.  It's not  

a privileged life!  And then remember that God calls all of us.  Remember that God 

didn’t call or send his angels as a PRIVILEGE—but to SERVICE.  Let's consider that for 

a moment.  God doesn't call us to privilege, but to service.  He doesn't call us to a life of 

ease, but instead God calls us to help ease the lives of people in need—We are just like 

the angels in the Bible, we are God’s angels of service! 

To what kind of service has God called you?  There are various kinds of service required 

WITHIN our church walls to keep this church going—to help fulfill its mission of 

proclaiming the Gospel. We must have Sunday school teachers—we must have choir 

members—we must have elders and deacons to lead and serve on our ministry teams—

we must have ushers and communion servers—we must have people to prepare and 

serve refreshments for our fellowship and potluck after worship—we must have people 

to come on work day Saturdays to clean the grounds and prepare the sanctuary for 

worship.   

But there are even more kinds of service to which God might call us OUTSIDE these 

church walls:   In Matthew 25:35-36, Jesus tells us that God calls us to feed the hungry  

He tells us that we need to provide water for those who are thirsty.  MPC has a food 

pantry—we must have people to travel to Chinatown to provide meals for the homeless 

at the River of Life Mission every other month and support Kipapa Elementary school.   

Jesus tells us that we need to show hospitality to strangers.  That's something that can 

happen both inside and outside these walls.  Sometimes strangers visit us here.  Do we 

go out of our way to introduce ourselves—to welcome them?  Sometimes is all too easy 

to gather with other people whom we know—and to ignore the people we don't know. 

But I believe MPC does a great job of welcoming strangers and showing hospitality to all 

who visit! 

 Jesus tells us to clothe the naked.   Jesus tells us to visit the sick.  We need to ask how 

we can help.  We need to look around and see what must be done.  Jesus tells us to visit 

those in prison.  That isn't always easy, because people who run jails and prisons are 

understandably concerned about security.  But sometimes opportunities present 



themselves for us to visit those in prison—and we can always send cards and letters to 

anyone we know who is incarcerated. 

This story of Joseph, Mary, and the baby Jesus having to flee to Egypt is a dark story, 

but it isn't all grim!  It includes Good News as well.  For instance, there is the matter of 

the Wise Men and their gifts!  Do you remember what they gave the baby Jesus?  Gold, 

frankincense and myrrh!  Strange gifts for a baby!  Did you ever wonder about that? 

Perhaps you just dismissed the whole thing by saying, "When it comes to babies,  

men can be a little ignorant!  That might be true.  

But there may be another truth here too.  Gold, frankincense and myrrh are expensive 

gifts—and portable—easily carried on the back of a donkey.  Joseph and Mary could not 

take much on their midnight journey, but they could take the gold, frankincense and 

myrrh.  Perhaps the Wise Men and their gifts were God's means of providing for Joseph 

and Mary so they could afford the sudden trip to Egypt.  Perhaps the message to us is 

that when God calls us, God also helps us—God doesn't make it easy, but He does make 

all things possible if we are brave and courageous enough to obey and serve God. 

This new year we are embarking on an experiment (show slide 3) on how we can put 

into action our call to be “God’s Angels of Service.”  We are offering in Sunday School 

with brother John Toillion as teacher and contact person TBC, “Ten Brave Christians— 

the John Wesley Great experiment— beginning January 8th next week through February 

26th 2017—an experiment to participate in the following five disciplines: 1) Willing to 

meet once a week to pray together (worship).  2) Willing to give two hours of time each 

week to God (self-surrender).  3) Willing to give God 1/10 of our earnings during the 40 

days (self-denial).  4) Willing to spend 30 minutes a day in prayer and meditation (self-

control). 5) Willing to witness to God your experience to others (evangelism).   

Friends, why should we participate in 10 brave Christians?  Maybe in the past new year’s 

you’ve had to overcome the devastating loss of a loved one, a friend, a job, or a health 

issue that pulls you down and leaves you feeling alone and in deep despair.  Perhaps you 

may be struggling with a negative mindset or attitude that steals your joy and peace—

leaves you feeling like your life is wasted or unfulfilled. 

Friends, If you have tried different ways and strategies in the past to build a peaceful, 

powerful, and productive life but found them wanting—try this experiment!  Why not 



start the new year in 2017 with something new?  Ask God for courage and renewed 

strength to try and complete this experiment—James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God, and 

He will draw near to you.”  Join Us!  See what God can do if we will draw closer to Him 

through these 5 disciplines to practice self-control, self-discipline, self-surrender by 

placing God first in our lives—first as Christ calls us to be “God’s Angels of Service.”  

Amen!  Let us pray! 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER—Go To the Table 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Jacob Tong Ahgeak Hayashi and family 

Closing Hymn             “Hark the Herald Angel’s Sing”                                   No. 184 

   
OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH IN CHRISTIAN FAITH AND SERVICE 
    
DEACON’S GREETING 

*BENEDICTION: Brothers and Sisters in Christ let us go out into the world loving and 
serving the Lord! Let us begin this new year 2017 as God’s Angels of Service.  “May the 
Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord make his face to shine upon you & be 
gracious to you.  May the Lord turn his face toward you & give you peace.  Amen! 

Queen’s Prayer followed by:  

PASTOR RON:  "The Peace Of Christ Be With You."  

   
CONGREGATION RESPONSE: "And Also With You.  

  PASTOR RON: "Please turn and share the Peace and greet your 
neighbor as we head out to the lanai for a time of Fellowship."  


