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SPECIAL POINTS 
OF INTEREST: 

Judd Loop Trail & 
Kaniakapupu Ruins 

Hike 
June 3 

Father’s Day        
Hot Dog Potluck 

June 18 

Judd Loop Trail & Kaniakapupu Ruins Hike 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 
                                           Meet at the church 9 a.m. 

Hiking distance: 1 mile loop       Hiking Time: 1 hour       Elevation gain: 200 feet  

The Judd Loop Trail is a short loop hike in Nuuanu Valley. This is a good hike for 
beginners and children. The path crosses Nuuanu Stream and traverses the 
north-facing hillside through bamboo, eucalyptus, strawberry guava, and Norfolk 
Island pine groves. Depending on time and desire, we can check out the natural 
water hole. We will not plan on swimming at this time. Do not worry about 
crossing the stream, others can offer assistance. Much of the trail is shaded. 

What to bring:   
• Sunscreen   • Mosquito repellant 
• Water  • Snack 
• Camera  • Walking stick, if desired 
• Shoes that may get muddy/wet 
• Slippers (flip flops)-for after hike, in case shoes 
get muddy/wet 
  
Please sign-up or contact Stacy Gordon at 
421-9833 in case we have to cancel due to  
inclement weather.  

                           Sunday June 18th is Father's Day! 

To celebrate Father's Day, the youth will host a Hot Dog Potluck after service on 
the lanai! The youth group will provide the hot dogs and all the trimmings. 
Please bring a side dish and join us as we “Celebrate all the Dads!!” 



 Beloved in Christ, in our Thursday Adult Bible study class we are currently reading 
and discussing a book called Storylines—Your Map to Understanding the Bible, 
written by Andy Croft and occasional HIM speaker Mike Pilavachi. 

I discovered this book to purchase in the room designated as the book store at 
HIM this past March. Mike Pilavachi, founder of the UK’s biggest Christian youth 

event, Soul Survivor, has always been one of my favorite speakers—He presents the 
Gospel in a way that is outrageously humorous and unique to his stories and testimonies. 

Andy Croft is a young theologian with a degree from Cambridge and is the associate director of Soul 
Survivor Ministries—he spends much of his time with teaching young people.   

I believe, like Mike and Andy, that too many of our church people, especially our young folk, don’t 
have a clear and big picture understanding of the Bible. We get snippets and snapshots of God’s 
word in our Sunday school classes and the big storyline is muddled and buried somewhere in there.   
In Storylines Mike and Andy present six overarching themes or storylines complete with a scripture 
outline at the end of each chapter. The outline really gives you the nuts and bolts of what’s happening 
in that context.  

These storylines are: Jesus, Covenant, Presence, Kingdom, Salvation, and Worship. Each one 
reveals a way of understanding Scripture that makes it live and breathe and relevant to one’s life 
today. You’ll see how each storyline develops and how it relates to the whole Bible. Once you grasp 
these Big ideas, you’ll see God’s amazing book in a new light! 

In the last chapter on the worship storyline, Mike and Andy trace the beginnings of worship back to 
the Garden of Eden. God told Adam and Eve they could live and enjoy all the fruits of the Garden as 
well as the intimacy and fellowship with God, except for one thing. They were not to eat of the fruit of 
the tree of Knowledge—the knowledge of good and evil. 

When they disobeyed God and ate of the fruit of good and evil, they began to hide from God. The 
heart of their sin was choosing to turn from worship of God the Creator to worship of creation. Maybe 
Adam and Eve thought they could have both the fruit and worship God—we say, “We can have our 
cake and eat it, too”—But the fact is, as soon as they ate the fruit, they hid their sin of disobedience 
from God. You cannot worship God and creation: It is one or the other. 

The biblical word for this choosing to worship creation is called idolatry. This is the most common 
theme in the entire Old Testament. The Bible makes it clear that the greatest issue facing all people is 
not whether we worship—every human being is a worshipper. It has never been a choice between the 
worship of God and the worship of nothing—it’s always God versus idols! 

The point the authors are trying to make is when we stop worshipping God, we don’t worship nothing; 
we worship anything!  So the question for us to ponder is not whether we will worship, but whom or 
what we will worship. It is fair to say as the human race we spend most of our time expressing and 
outworking our love or worshipping money, sex, fame, power, celebrity status to name a few!  Can we 
turn to worship God each day and not just on Sunday?!  Let us worship God!    
Ron 
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YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
as of  

April 30, 2017 

BUILDING FUND BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – April 30 $13,736 $13,695 (-1%) $41

GENERAL OFFERING 
(Envelopes + Loose)

BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – April 30

$58,599 $50,476 (-14%) $8,122

6/10 Graduate Dinner at Dave & Buster’s     6 - 9 p.m. 
6/11    Youth Group           12 p.m. 
6/18 Father’s Day Potluck 

•  Go to the kitchen to help set up. 
•  Plan to stay for potluck to serve. 

PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE:

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR 

June 2017

Instead of Vacation Bible School this year, the Christian Education 
Ministry Team has decided to do a different fun event for the family and 
kids. Keep an eye out for future announcements.
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Thank you to everyone who attended the 27th Stephen Ministry Spaghetti dinner and talent 
show on May 21st. Thanks to those who ate spaghetti and to those who did a talent 

presentation. What a wonderful evening of fun and good food.  From piano duets, 
singing, violins and violas, ukuleles, and guitars to hula dancing and hula hoops, cute 
dog tricks and funny skits, it was a great event.  

Most of all we thank you for supporting our Stephen Ministry 
program. We also appreciate those who  donated to our calabash 
bowl which helps us with our continuing education materials as well 
as our training supplies. We are so happy to be commissioning our 
new trainees on June 18: Rachel Wienke, Kathryn Tingley and Irene 
Lucas. Please feel free to speak to any of the current Stephen 
Ministers, Margie Lee and Sally Hastings or the Stephen Leaders, 
Paul Kuehn, Diana Toillion and Pastor Ron Lee if you would like any 
information about this lay ministry program of helping people who need a caring person to walk with them 
through a challenging time of their life. We are the caregivers, Christ is the Curegiver!

Paige Nakashima

Jayda Malone

Anika Demske

Nathan Park
Ruby & Charlotte
      Gordon

Judy Davis & Eugenia Woodward Youth Group Rich & Ollie Gordon
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First and foremost, Mahalo nui loa 
to all of you who kept me and 10 
others from Presbytery of the 
Pacific (POP) in your thoughts and 
prayers May 6-13 as we traveled to 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana to help 
rebuild one of 150,000 homes 
damaged by up to 10 feet of water. 
Also Mahalo to you who followed 
me on FB and offered words of 
encouragement along the way.  

Since I cannot do justice to this life 
lasting experience in an article, my 
hope is to be able to put together a 
more in depth summary of this 
experience that I pray will trigger a 
desire to seriously consider coming 
along with me next year, if not 
before, back to Baton Rouge. It's 
estimated it will take at least 5 
years for this area to recover. 
  

On Saturday, May 20th our team, called "SOLA"  - short for 
"Southern Louisiana" - had an opportunity to briefly share 
our experience at the most recent POP quarterly meeting. 
Simone Jackson, one of our SOLA leaders, beautifully 
captured our experience and I have received her 
permission to pass along what she shared at the POP 
meeting. 

"Good Morning. My name is Simone Jackson and I’m from 
Wilshire Presbyterian Church. I would like to thank Heidi 
and the Presbytery of the Pacific for the opportunity to 
again be a part of service through mission work. This is my 
fourth mission trip to Louisiana and I have also served as 
part of the Planning Committee for the past three years. 
After attending and participating in four trips in Louisiana, I 
can truly speak to the fact that this trip was truly special, 
and in the words of one of our fearless leaders, Pastor 
Kidd, truly wonderful. 

We came in as 11 people dedicated to doing the work of our 
Lord in service to others. I must say that there was truly a 
very special dynamic to our group. Although on the outside 
we could have merely been seen as a group of six white 
and five black individuals, our actions and interactions with 
each other, and shown to each other, showed us as one 
people without color, united in God’s love. 

If you do not know, Louisiana had some very turbulent 
times before we began our work. We didn’t quite know that 
we were walking into a climate where only months before, 
police had shot and killed a black man, three  
officers were shot and killed, and then came the massive 
flooding, displacing so many regardless of race or color.   

We went through our days as one people who enjoyed each 
other’s company, laughed together, did push ups together, 
ate a whole lot of food together (including a lot of gator), 
prayed together, and ultimately fellowshipped together. We 
were a living testament to the unity of the church for all to 
see. Whether in an all white, all black, or mixed area, we 
worked together, hand-in-hand, one looking out for all, and 
showed God’s love in a way that we didn’t even know was 
possible. 

During this trip, we truly became friends across generations 
(our youngest were in their early 20’s, and our most mature 
were in their 70’s), across geographic divide (from Hawaii to 
Southern California), across color lines, across 
personalities (introverts and extroverts), through it all, and 
stood side by side, making sure that everyone was included 
and truly felt a part of the group. 

This dynamic is near and dear to us all. I speak not only for 
one, but for us all, we have truly come to love and care for 
one another. I am happy to call them all my friends. In all, 
the mission work we did didn’t only change the lives of 
others; it changed the lives of us all. Truly Wonderful.” 

To read more about this terrible tragedy and ways you can 
help click here:  

http://pslfloodrecovery.com/the-storm-with-no-name 

Finally, for anyone interested in going on such a trip, please 
don't hesitate to contact me - John Toillion,                    
Email: AlohaTilly@hawaii.rr.com or cell (808) 778-3054. 

 I'm praying that we can form our own Hawaii-based team 
of 6-10 people who must be at least 18 years old. 
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Please visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/presbyte/ for additional photos and videos from our 
special events here at MPC, as well as an archive of previous PresByte Newsletters.  
Also, don’t forget to visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/videos/ for videos of Sunday services 
and links to Pastor Ron’s sermons.

Robert W. Curry  
Son of Robert and Kathleen Curry 
University of Hawaii  
BS in Business and Communicology 
Considering Graduate School 

Congratulations to our 2017 Graduates!

Michelle Emerson 
Wife of Peter Emerson  
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary  
Plans to do a one year residency with 
Pacific Health Ministries

From left to right:  Julia Kim, Frank Storch, Elliott Park, Dion Huston Jr. 



Mililani Presbyterian Church 
                     Pastor Ronald K. Lee

Officers of MPC
Board of Deacons 

Kathryn Tingley Moderator   
Rick Esteron Parish Coordinator 
(Vacant) Assistant Moderator 

DISTRICTS    
Stephanie Ching Red 
Jessica Hayashi Orange 
LuAnn Kuehn Green 
Donna Hatzenbuhler Yellow  
Tish Ashcraft Pink 
Kathryn Tingley Blue

Session 
John Martin  Clerk of Session 

ELDERS  MINISTRY TEAM 
Kay DeWeese  Christian Education 
Dion Houston  Christian Education 
Song Lee  Congregational Life 
Margie Esteron Congregational Life 
John Toillion  Outreach 
Young Kim  Outreach 
Russell Malone Finance & Facilities 
Phil Demske  Worship 
Daniel Kim  Worship 
Ryan Hardin  Worship

If you have a praise to report or prayer request, you may email Trang Malone, 
our prayer coordinator, at trang.malone@yahoo.com.
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MPC ANGELS

I wish to thank all of you who donated to the love gift 
given to me in service this past month.

I was stunned and completely taken off guard. I don’t 
know how the organizers did that behind my back! It made     

me feel so loved by my MPC family and I am so grateful for 
all of you. God bless your socks off!

         In Christ’s love,
                        Kathryn



8 Theresa Keim
8 Juliana Seneca
9 Adam Davidson
10 June Honda
10 Eunju Park
14 Stephanie Ching
14 Hayden Smith
18 Todd Jackson
23 Laura Hardin
27 Alicya Burt

  4 Chayson & Emily Seneca
  5 Frank & Kathy Whalen
10 Dave & Irene Lucas
13 Daniel & Joanne Kim
15 Bob & Hiromi Burt
17 Peter & Michelle Emerson
27 Mike & Linda Tam
27 Gregg & Fran Yamate

Several years ago, a preacher from out-of-state 
accepted a call to a church in Houston, Texas. Some 
weeks after he arrived, he had an occasion to ride the 
bus from his home to the downtown area. When he sat 
down, he discovered that the driver had accidentally 
given him a quarter too much change. As he 
considered what to do, he thought to himself, “You'd 
better give the quarter back. It would be wrong to keep 
it.” Then he thought, “Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter. 
Who would worry about this little amount? Anyway, the 
bus company gets too much fare; they will never miss 
it. Accept it as a 'gift from God' and keep quiet.”

When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the 
door, and then he handed the quarter to the driver and 
said, “Here, you gave me too much change.”

The driver, with a smile, replied, “Aren't you the new 
preacher in town?”

“Yes”, he replied.

“Well, I have been thinking a lot lately about going 
somewhere to worship. I just wanted to see what you 

would do if I gave you too much change. I'll see you at 
church on Sunday.”

When the preacher stepped off of the bus, he literally 
grabbed the nearest light pole, held on, and said, “Oh 
God, I almost sold your Son for a quarter.”

Our lives are the only Bible some people will ever read. 
This is a really scary example of how much people 
watch us as Christians, and will put us to the test! 
Always be on guard -- and remember -- You carry the 
name of Christ on your shoulders when you call 
yourself “Christian”.

Watch your thoughts; they become words.
Watch your words; they become actions.
Watch your actions; they become habits.
Watch your habits; they become character.
Watch your character;                     

it becomes your destiny.

 

A Quarter For Jesus?
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