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SPECIAL POINTS 
OF INTEREST: 

Women’s Retreat 
May 13 

Mother’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast 

May 14 

Spaghetti Dinner & 
Talent Show 

May 21 

River of Life Mission 
May 24 

Church Picnic 
May 28 

       Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, May 13     8 am to 2 pm 
Be a Sunflower! 
  Stand Strong and  
Follow the Son! 
Here’s an opportunity to grow 
in: 
~Fellowship      ~Faith      ~Following Jesus 

Women of the church will gather at MPC at  
8 a.m. and car pool to Kay DeWeese’s North 
Shore home.  A continental breakfast will be 
provided as we arrive.  

What to bring:  ~A dish to share for lunch & 
your Bible 

  Sign up begins April 23rd on Lanai  

      If you have questions, please contact             
 Margie Esteron, 623-9194 or at   
 348-3995   or Song Lee, 348-2222. 

Spaghetti Dinner  
and Talent Show 

      Sunday, May 21, 5 p.m. 

   It's time to bring your appetite, dust off 
your dancing shoes or hula skirts, start 
tuning your ukulele, violin or guitar, and 
start practicing your vocal exercises or 
plan a skit. It's time to enjoy "The best 
of MPC talent" 
    We appreciate all of your support 
over these past 27 years – one of the 
longest ongoing programs at MPC. 
Therefore, this delicious meal of 
spaghetti, salad, garlic bread and 
dessert is free this year. However, if you 
do wish to make a contribution to this 
ministry, a calabash bowl will be 
available. Did I mention delicious 
spaghetti? 
  You will have a chance to meet our 
wonderful new Stephen Ministry 
trainees: Irene Lucas, Kathryn Tingley 
and Rachel Wienke who are over half 
finished with their training – see their 
smiling faces! 
    Please join us on Sunday, May 21, at 
5 PM for dinner and the super, fantastic, 
marvelous talent to follow. Sign ups will 
begin on May 7 during fellowship. 

Your Stephen leaders – Paul Kuehn, 
Diana Toillion, Pastor Ron Lee. 
Your current Stephen Ministers – Sally 
Hastings and Margie Lee.   
See you there!

   Memorial Day Church Picnic 
             Sunday, May 28, 2017 
    12:30-6:00 p.m. at Bellows, Pavilion C 

We will fire up the grills at about 2 pm. If you 
have a small grill or Hibachi, please bring it 
along.  Bring your own meat to grill and a 

side dish to share. 

Don’t forget 
beach 

towels, boogie 
boards & sunscreen! 

If you don’t have a military 
ID, we can get you a map 
and a pass for the gate. 
Be sure to sign up on the lanai! 
For more information contact Margie 
Esteron at 623-9194 or 348-3995. 



 Beloved in Christ, I’m writing this in advance of our upcoming vacation next Tuesday after 
Easter Sunday.  This is the 4th day of Holy Week, the day before Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and finally Easter Sunday on April 16th.  We have journeyed through the 40 days 
of Lent and in last month’s PresByte I wrote about the inward spiritual journey of self-
examination we make during Lent to affirm our need for restoration to God’s image of 

holiness and righteousness. 

In Pastor Berlin’s Lenten study “Restored—Finding Redemption in the Mess”, we focused on this need for self-
examination especially during Lent to initiate an open and honest dialogue with ourselves, our families, friends, 
but most importantly, a reconciling dialogue with God.   

I shared with you how Pastor Tom used the imagery of the magnificent Michelangelo’s painting on the ceiling of 
the Sistine Chapel in Rome.  He describes how the beautiful painting has slowly been covered over with the 
grimy buildup of dust, pollution, candle lighting, and people’s visits over the years.  This grimy buildup over the 
years he equates to the condition of sin—a condition that leaves a mess and hides the beauty of God’s image 
within us. 

Berlin says we all have stuff we carry around for years that we do to ourselves—we all have stuff that others 
have said or done to us and conversely, we have said and done things to others to generate chaos, leaving us 
filled with guilt and shame.  There needs to be a point in our lives when we get serious about the message of 
our mess in our lives. 

In Colossians 3:1-17, the Apostle Paul portrays a life totally given over to the transforming grace of God.  Paul 
speaks about the destructive power that sin brings to our lives.  In a few verses he speaks of the sins people 
are most likely to find present in their lives: sexual immorality, covetousness, anger, the destructive use of 
speech and lying.  Paul writes, “You used to live this way, when you were alive to these things.  But now set 
aside these things” (Col. 3:7-8). 

You might respond to Paul by saying, “Does it all have to go?  Can’t we enjoy a touch of envy, an occasional fit 
of anger or impatience, a teeny bit of lust, and just a few curse words and gossip among our buddies and 
friends?”  Paul is having none of it!  He gives you one of those raised eyebrow looks and slowly says, “Put it to 
death!”  Paul describes the new life in Christ NOT as something you instantly get when you submit your life to 
Jesus.  You don’t climb out of the mess in one moment—it’s a slow climb and there is no shortcut to 
transformation—Jesus is the answer to our mess.  Paul tells us to take on the ways of Christ so you can 
change.  Let me leave you with the scripture from Colossians 3:12-17 to reflect on:  

 “Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience.  Be tolerant with each other and if someone has a complaint against anyone, forgive each other.  
As the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each other.  And over all these things put on love, which is the 
perfect bond of unity.  The peace of Christ must control your hearts—a peace into which you were called in 
one body.  And be thankful people.  The word of Christ must live in you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom…And whatever you do, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.”  
Friends, may we be blessed and restored to new in Christ!  Give thanks for God’s grace and love!  

Pastor Ron. 
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YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY 

as of  
March 31, 2017 

BUILDING FUND 
(Year-to-Date)

BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

January 1 – March 31 $10,192 $10,500 (+) $308

GENERAL OFFERING 
(Year-to-Date)

BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

January 1 – March 31 $43,114 $36,721 (-) $6,393

Most congregations receive "OGHS" donations on Palm & Easter Sundays (April 9 & April 16). A gift to 
One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around 
the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping 
to empower the poor and oppressed. 

STATUS: Elder Toillion provided a Minute for OGHS on Sunday, April 2. Collections were to be taken on 
April 9 and April 16 along with the Fish Banks that our keiki will be providing. 

UPDATE: Donated as of April 19: $1,606.94 compared to $1,134.64 donated in 2016. Included in this 
year's amount was $339.94 donated by our keiki Fish Boxes.

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
(Elder Toillion)

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT EVENING OF SERVICE AT RIVER OF LIFE MISSION! 

WHEN:  Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

 Meet at MPC at 5:15 p.m. to carpool or meet us 
 at the Mission by 6:15 p.m. 

WHERE:   101 N. Pauahi St., Honolulu 

NEEDED:   Food donations, cooks, and most importantly, volunteers to come down to the 
 Mission to worship with and serve our guests. 

SIGN UPS:    Sign ups on the lanai during Fellowship starting Sunday, May 7, 2017 

                  For more information contact Elder Young Kim (861-3925)
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Please visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/presbyte/ for additional photos and videos from our 
special events here at MPC, as well as an archive of previous PresByte Newsletters.  
Also, don’t forget to visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/videos/ for videos of Sunday services 
and links to Pastor Ron’s sermons.

Our Church Family

Photo of the MPC Congregation taken on 
Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017.

He is risen.  He is risen indeed.



5/14 Serving Pancake Breakfast for Mother’s Day  
 Preparation TBA 
5/21    Regular Youth Group @ noon 

PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE:

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR 

May 2017
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Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast 

Mother's Day Sunday is coming up on May 14th!  And to celebrate 
all our wonderful Moms, the Youth Group will be preparing 
pancakes for everyone after Worship Service on the Lanai.  
Due to Mother's Day, there will be no Adult Sunday School.  
However, the children will be taken into Room 1 to make a 
Mother's Day surprise. 

Vacation Bible School 2017 

This year's VBS will be held on June 26th to June 30th from 
5:30-8:30 p.m.  We welcome all children Kindergarten and up. 
Dinners will be provided! This year's VBS theme is "Maker Fun  

Factory" with the lesson that we are all created by 
God and built for a purpose. Please speak to Kathryn 

Tingley or Chris Chur if you would be interested in 
volunteering to help chaperone.



Judd Loop Trail & Kaniakapupu Ruins Hike 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 
                                                               Meet at the church 9 a.m. 

Hiking distance: 1 mile loop       Hiking Time: 1 hour         Elevation gain: 200 feet  

The Judd Loop Trail is a short loop hike in Nuuanu Valley. This is a good hike for beginners and 
children. The path crosses Nuuanu Stream and traverses the north-facing hillside through bamboo, 
eucalyptus, strawberry guava, and Norfolk Island pine groves. Depending on time and desire, we can 
check out the natural water hole. We will not plan on swimming at this time. Do not worry about 
crossing the stream, others can offer assistance. Much of the trail is shaded. 

What to bring:   
• Sunscreen   • Mosquito repellant 
• Water   • Snack 
• Camera  • Walking stick, if desired 
• Shoes that may get muddy/wet 
• Slippers (flip flops)-for after hike, in case shoes get muddy/wet 
  
Please sign-up or contact Stacy Gordon at 421-9833 in case we have to cancel due to  
inclement weather.  
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This year we invited the preschool to join in on our special collection for OGHS.  Each class was 
given a bank.  Ms. Loren’s class in room 6 turned it into a math activity and the kids all 
participated by counting their pennies to see how it grew.  They collected $127.64 just for their 
class alone!  Together with the other classes, MPP donated over $173!   

                                 Wow!  Who said kids can’t make a difference!!!!

MILILANI PRESBYTERIAN 
PRESCHOOL AND 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
(OGHS)



GRADUATION SUNDAY 

May 21, 2017 

This year the Christian Education & Congregation Life Ministry Teams are 
pleased to honor our graduates on Sunday, May 21st during the 
Worship hour. As we have done in past years, the High School 

Graduates will be receiving an Adult Study Bible (the funds are 
provided by an anonymous donor and have been for over 20 years) 

along with a scholarship from the Congregation Life team.  

This year we are excited to honor the following students:  
 

Julia Kim 
Daughter of Young & Esther Kim  

 Punahou High School 
Plans to attend Bryn Mawr College in Pennslyvania 

 
Dion Houston Jr. 

Son of Dion & Mari Houston  
Mililani High School 

Plans to attend Leeward Community College 
 

Elliott Park  
Son of Wally & Laura Park 

University of Hawai'i, West Oahu 
BA of Arts in Business Administration & Accounting 

Currently working as a Program Specialist for Boy Scouts of America 
 

O Frank Storch, V  
Son of O Frank IV & Charlene Storch 

Leeward Community College  
Associate Degree in Culinary Arts 

Hired as a Chef at Ruth Chris Steakhouse  

Michelle Emerson 
Wife of Peter Emerson  

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary  
Plans to do a one year residency with Pacific Health Ministries 

If we have missed anybody who is graduating this year or did since last May, please contact the 
office at 623-6663, Kathryn Tingley at 218-1339 or Chris Chur at chrischur808@gmail.com 
We don't wish to leave anyone out! 
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Mililani Presbyterian Church 
                     Pastor Ronald K. Lee

Officers of MPC
Board of Deacons 

Kathryn Tingley Moderator   
Rick Esteron Parish Coordinator 
(Vacant) Assistant Moderator 

DISTRICTS    
Stephanie Ching Red 
Jessica Hayashi Orange 
LuAnn Kuehn Green 
Donna Hatzenbuhler Yellow  
Tish Ashcraft Pink 
Bill Jones Blue

Session 
John Martin  Clerk of Session 

ELDERS  MINISTRY TEAM 
Kay DeWeese  Christian Education 
Dion Houston  Christian Education 
Song Lee  Congregational Life 
Margie Esteron Congregational Life 
John Toillion  Outreach 
Young Kim  Outreach 
Russell Malone Finance & Facilities 
Phil Demske  Worship 
Daniel Kim  Worship 
Ryan Hardin  Worship
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If you have a praise to report or prayer request, you may email Trang Malone, 
our prayer coordinator, at trang.malone@yahoo.com.
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4 Gabby Houston
4 Dick Hites
8 Ed Kido
8 Don Seekins
9 Tye Koonroeng
11 Margie Lee
12 Steve Wingrove
12 Ken Yanamura
14 Laura Park

  5 Arnie & Donna Hatzenbuhler
  8 Patrick & Alice Smith
10 Dan & Wendy Uchiyama
15 Paul & Lu Ann Kuehn
31 Sang Kuk & Suk Ran Cho

18 Barbara Martin
18 Russell Malone
22 Paul Dale
24 Thelma Burge
25 Krystal Choe
25 Patrick Smith
27 J.J. Johnson
28 Kathryn Tingley
28 Lilyana Felts
30 Krys Yadao

There is so much to pray about, I had to find a way
To say each of those needed prayers every single day;
So it came about that my prayers are said
When certain thoughts come in my head.

If I think of you and know your need,
On your behalf to God I plead;
And if I think about a looming war
Or of a famine, then I pray some more.

Any grief or sorrow of which I learn
Will cause my mind to prayer to turn;
And so I’m praying hour by hour,
Seeking for our dear Lord’s power;

And though my prayers aren’t inefficient
They certainly are not sufficient.

Just one person’s prayers are small
Against the monumental needs of all;
So I ask you please to pray with me
For every single need you see.

Together with a prayer a minute
We’ll improve the world because we’re in it.

 - - B. Killebrew


