Na Pu’uhonua:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for December 7, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

Today is not only the Thursday before the Second Sunday of Advent (the
Sunday whose theme is peace), but today is also Pearl Harbor Day.  And so,
mindful of all of that, lately I’ve been thinking about peace.

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God” (Matthew 5:9).  But what did He mean by that, and how can a person
become the kind of “peacemaker” that Jesus was referring to?

As 1 was mulling questions like those over in my own mind recently, I ran
across something interesting in Mary Kawena Pukui’s compendium of traditional
Hawaiian knowledge entitled Nana I Ke Kumu.  In the second of Nana I Ke
Kumu’s three volumes, Ms. Pukui talks about the Hawaiian word pu’uhonua.

Frequently, when one hears that word, it refers to a place — a place of refuge,
specifically. As in the famous historical site on the Big Island, Pu’uhonua o
Honauau (also known as “the City of Refuge”).

In the days of Old Hawai’i, if one broke a kapu, one could flee to Pu’uhonua
o Honaunau for refuge. One could find safety and mercy there. Because that’s the
kind of place it was. It was a place of refuge — a pu’uhonua.

But in volume two of Nana I Ke Kumu, Ms. Pukui relates that in the days of
Old Hawai’i, the word pu’uhonua could also be applied to people, not just to
places. In other words, a person could be a pu’uhonua themself — a person of
refuge, that is.

And what made someone a person of refuge, a pu’uhonua, was the way they
treated other people. Because a pu’uhonua was someone who showed mercy and
grace to others. Someone who was safe. Someone who was (to borrow a line from
Bob Dylan) “a shelter from the storm.” It’s said that Queen Ka’ahumanu was
such a pu’uhonua.

And although the cultures were very different, I can’t help but wonder if
maybe that wasn’t the kind of person Jesus was also talking about when he said,
“Blessed are the peacemakers.” In fact, maybe that’s how you and I can be
peacemakers ourselves — by being persons of refuge who others feel safe to be
around because we never fail to show mercy and grace to all.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron



g 28 4 5o T H 2= H o g Aztsta 9o L.
o g & B A She Abe Bl gl A1 87k stk el At A&

2 Zqlo]l 277 5:9)2kaL EE st s U o

gy a2 Eee FolE 9 U] 0?“4, Abgho] of @A ol A A A5 stal «31H
Al o= AP7LE 5 A5 72

ol A7t ek £ 2 AP AN 2 AE=S AW F, Mary

Kawena Pukui®] d}2}o] A& 2] 2] 7§ @491 Nana I Ke Kumud] A &0 2 &

&S Bt 5T NanalKeKumu_ 9] 37 % 5 9A) Ao A Pukui 4

& a}e}o] ©rol el puuhonuadl thal o] ok7] o,

—‘“‘“:’-‘:}01 S22 A AL, 5] AdAHE A I

dl o}d sl = o] {14 3t -4 2] Q1 Pu’uhonua o Honauau(“® &3 =A]"EtE &
oM s 25U o

=E gteto] Aol = 7HFE Fe e W F S Fol & SyUf

(Pu’uhonua o Honaunau) = 341 & 4= 91l 54 o

oA B A E F2 A FU T

17 3ol 214 7t 8

23 A<l —jrﬂo‘i‘f‘o}(pu uhonua) 154 T

:13% 1} NanalKe Kumu 23 oA Pukui #| = Old Hawai’i A] t ¢l = pu’uhonua

017} Fmmat ol g Algel Al = A 4" = Ylvka T

= } = A<l TTS’—TO]‘(pu uhonua) 7L AA| 71 H 4 5 o

%3 o bE B¢ 9l %#ﬁ%%imj74:}wl~%@%%%m
St WA ol AFH o

ﬂ]‘/ko}‘?i FFEFote thE Al S Al ARR] & 238 & Wl F= Algel 7]

o) 21 o

ot e /\}al

ZF 0 B HE 9] 9 A" AR

SFoitha gyt
ARk, of| FE A A <51 84 A oF= Ap= o]

o]
Aol vk 1@ Aol obdzt ks A7te] 5



U2 A 23 Y E P35 o| F= Aldol E =W
= BE A A8 9 28| & B FX] ¢k7] w9
A= AT wrl= JHAH 7 E o2 7s Y



