The Heart of Worship (And Everything Else We Do):
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for February 1, 2024

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

As you know, Inspiring Worship has been and continues to be one of our
core, identified ministry priorities here at MPC as we seek to be the best
neighborhood church that we can be, to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To help us take the next step forward in worship, God has graciously
brought us a new Worship Music Leader, Peter Meyer, and I’'m excited for this
coming Sunday, which will be Peter’s first with us as a leader.

I’ve been thinking a lot about Christian worship lately, from ancient times to
the present. And as a part of that, I recently found myself recalling the chorus to a
very well-known and (globally) widely-sung praise song entitled, “The Heart of
Worship.” The song was written 25 years ago, back in 1999, and it’s been sung in
millions of churches, at presbytery meetings, and even General Assemblies. The
chorus says this:

“I’'m coming back to the heart of worship, and it’s all about you, it’s all
about you, Jesus. I’'m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it, ‘cuz it’s all about you,
it’s all about you, Jesus.”

Here’s the story behind those lyrics. They were written by a man named
Matt Redman. At the time, Matt Redman was the Praise Team Leader at an
Anglican church in England called Soul Survivor Church. Soul Survivor Church
was as contemporary and as cutting edge as any church anywhere, and every
week’s worship service was on the level of a concert at the Blaisdell Center. And
the church itself was literally bursting at the seams with young people. (It was not
your typical parish of the Church of England, in other words.)

The pastor at the time was a man named Mike Pilavachi (who’s spoken at
more than a few HIM conferences, including 2023’s). Notwithstanding outward
“success,” Rev. Pilavachi realized that there was a problem. Yes, the church was
full to overflowing and growing rapidly. But, he realized, they’d lost their focus.
They had become so focused on the “production” of their worship services that, he
worried, they seemed to be forgetting that Christian worship 1s always all about
Jesus Christ. Because Jesus is “the heart of worship.”

So Rev. Pilavachi made a radical decision (one that not everyone was happy
with, of course). He said, “For at least the next six months we will have no music
whatsoever of any kind during our weekly worship services. None. We will
instead focus entirely on Jesus Christ through the study of scripture, prayer, serving
others, etc. And we will continue in that vein until we all get it again — until we
are all crystal clear that what we’re here to do at Soul Survivor Church is all about
Jesus.”



So that’s what Soul Survivor Church did for six long months. Until they all
got it. And then and only then did music return to their worship services.

It was while preparing for their first musical service of worship in more than
six months that Matt Redman was inspired to write the song, “The Heart of
Worship.”

I’'m coming back to the heart of worship, and it'’s all about you, it’s all about
you, Jesus. I’'m sorry, Lord, for the thing ['ve made it, ‘cuz its all about you, it’s
all about you, Jesus.

One could quibble with the grammar or the choice of words (I suppose), but
what those lyrics say is quite Biblical, quite Reformed, and just plain true — no
matter what particular church or parish or denomination or style of worship one
may be talking about. If it’s Christian worship, then Jesus is the heart of it, and it’s
all about him.

The same likewise holds true for pretty much everything else about “church”
too. Christian education and Children’s Church, for example, are about more than
just getting as many kids as possible to come to church; these things are all about
Jesus. Fellowship times are about more than talking story or tasty treats; Christian
fellowship is all about Jesus. Evangelism isn’t about attracting more members to
one’s church; it too is all about Jesus. Church committees are not just about
meetings, agendas, motions, programs, and projects; church committees are all
about Jesus. Stephen Ministry, the Board of Deacons, and the Session too — these
things as well are all about Jesus. Because Jesus is the heart of it all, right?

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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