Easter Is Four Days Away: How Prepared Are You?
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for March 28, 2024

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

If you’ve been reading though the Gospel of Matthew during the second half
of Lent this year, then perhaps you have read or will read Matthew chapter 25
sometime today.

Matthew 25 contains three parables which Jesus told. The first of the three
is the story about some wise and foolish village girls. The wise ones had oil for
their lamps and hence were ready to celebrate the coming of a much-anticipated
bridegroom when he finally arrived, meanwhile the foolish girls were caught
napping and missed out.

The second parable in Matthew 25 tells the story of a rich man who goes
away on a long trip and who leaves three of his servants with some bags of gold.
One servant gets five bags, he invests them, and ends up making double the
amount of wealth entrusted to him. The second servant is given two bags of gold,
which he likewise invests and doubles. Meanwhile, the third servant, who only
received one bag of gold, just buries the money for safekeeping. So that, when the
rich man returns, he’s pleased with the first two servants, who showed some
initiative, and displeased with the third, who accomplished nothing in his absence.

And the third parable in Matthew 25 is the famous one about the sheep and
the goats. In that parable Jesus says that when the Son of Man comes, he will
separate people into two groups as one separates sheep from goats. The “sheep”
will be rewarded in eternity because they cared for the needs of the less fortunate,
while the “goats” will be condemned for not doing so.

Now, admittedly, the foregoing summaries are just the “Reader’s Digest
Condensed” version of each story. And, at first glance, the three parables might
appear to be unrelated. After all, what could wise and foolish village girls, servants
with bags of gold, and sheep and goats all possibly have in common?

And yet, on a deeper level, it strikes me that one theme running through all
three parables is preparedness (or the lack thereof). After all, the wise village girls
who had oil for their lamps were prepared to welcome the bridegroom, while the
foolish girls were not. The two servants who invested their master’s gold were
prepared to receive a reward when their master returned, while the third servant
was not. And the sheep obviously were prepared to stand before the Son of Man in
glory, while the goats were not. Being prepared does indeed seem to be a common
thread in all three parables.

Which actually makes Matthew 25 an apt chapter of the Bible to read today,
on Maundy Thursday. Because even though the story of the Last Supper doesn’t
come until Matthew 26, nonetheless part of what a day like Maundy Thursday is
supposed to be about (for that matter, part of what the whole of Holy Week is
supposed to be about) is you and me preparing ourselves to celebrate Jesus’



resurrection on Easter Sunday.

In fact, this is why churches like ours have special worship services during Holy
Week — like tonight’s Maundy Thursday Service and tomorrow night’s Good
Friday Service.

We have services like these so that we can replenish “the oil of the Spirit” in
our own hearts and so that we can really count the cost which the Son of God bore
for us on the cross, in order for our own souls to really be prepared to appreciate
what it means to say things like, “Christ has died, Christ has risen, and Christ will
come again.”

So, after you read Matthew 25 today, consider coming and worshipping at
tonight’s Maundy Thursday Service. And tomorrow, after you read Matthew 26,
come back for the Good Friday Service too. Let’s really prepare our hearts,
friends, in every way we can for this coming Easter Sunday to be as meaningful, as
impactful, and as joyful, as it can possibly be, to the glory of God.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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