
                             SERMON "CAN I GET A WITNESS?" 
                      (Luke 24:36b-48 Preached to MPC on April 15th, 2018) 

The time frame for today's text was Easter evening.  The place was Jerusalem—probably 

the room where the disciples had gathered behind locked doors for fear of the Jews 

(John 20:19).  Jesus had already appeared to Peter and to the two disciples on the road 

to Emmaus.  Those two disciples had gone to Jerusalem to tell the others that they had 

seen Jesus risen from the dead.  Then Luke says: 
 
"While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 

'Peace be with you.' They were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a 

ghost. (vv. 36-37).  You would think that the disciples would have been ready to see 

Jesus alive again.  After all, the two men from Emmaus had told them about seeing 

Jesus.  I'm sure that the two men told their story with great excitement—and that some 

of the disciples probably thought that they were a bit mad. 
 
So some of the disciples were excited and the rest were barricaded behind their wall of 

unbelief.  Then Jesus settled the issue by joining them standing among them saying, 

"Peace be with you." Peace?  Hardly!  These disciples had no peace.  They were scared to 

death.  They had bet their lives on Jesus and had lost big.  They had seen him arrested. 

Some had watched from afar while they crucified him.  Others had fled for their lives. 

 They had gathered together this night behind locked doors.  They were afraid that the 

people who had killed Jesus would come after them next. 
 
Yet these two men from Emmaus were eye witnesses saying that Jesus was alive, but 

that was hardly believable.  These disciples knew about death.  Some of them had buried 

their fathers or mothers.  Some had buried their wives or children.  They had never seen 

anyone come back from the dead.  Not in their wildest imagination could they believe 

such a thing to be possible. 
 
Then suddenly, they find Jesus standing in their midst saying, "Peace be with you!" 

Luke says: "They were terrified and filled with fear and supposed that they had literally 

seen a (ghost)" (v. 37).  Just imagine the scene!  It must have looked like slapstick 

comedy—surprised, wide-eyed men scurrying around the room, saying, "Oh my! Oh 

my!" Frightened men bumping into each—trying to distance themselves from Jesus!  

Overloaded brain circuits trying to understand what couldn't be understood!  "Peace be 



with  you!"  Not likely!  
But Jesus proves that he isn't a ghost.  He shows them his hands and feet with the 

wounds from the nails.  Jesus asks for food and eats the fish that was given to him.  He 

isn't a ghost.  Not at all! This is the same Jesus who died, and he is alive again. 
 
We might be inclined to doubt that, except for what happens next.  These frightened, 

dispirited disciples suddenly become energized—afraid of nothing.  We will see them 

gather in Jerusalem—the place where Jesus was crucified—and they will preach in the 

streets and baptize people by the thousands.  They will lay the foundations for the 

church, and their work will change the world. 
 
But that's getting ahead of the story.  Jesus shows them his nail marked hands and feet.  

He eats in their presence, proving that he is no ghost—proving that he really is alive and 

well.  Then he begins to teach them things that they could not have understood before 

the resurrection.  He says: 
 
"Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 

dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 

name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (vv. 46-47). And then he tells the 

disciples, "You are witnesses of these things" (v. 48). 
 
Witnesses!  What is a witness?  A witness is someone who has seen something—

someone who knows what happened and someone who can tell others what has 

happened. That's what Jesus expected of those first disciples—that they would proclaim 

repentance and forgiveness of sins, and that they would tell people what had happened. 

 The disciples did that, beginning in Jerusalem at Pentecost.  They did it, and they 

changed the world. 
 
That's what Jesus expects of us as well.  He expects us to proclaim repentance and 

forgiveness of sins.  He expects us to tell people what happened at the cross and open 

tomb.  He expects us to make a difference in people's lives. Of course, we weren't there 

to see Jesus in the flesh—risen from the dead.  We weren't among that little band of 

disciples who saw him die and then saw him live again. 
 
But we have seen people whose lives have been changed by Jesus.  There are many such 

people in this sanctuary today.  I stand before you not only as your pastor but as a 



personal witness to what Christ has done in and through my life.  Jesus has changed our 

lives and is changing them still.  We are not what we will be, but we are not what we 

were either.  Jesus has changed our lives.  "Can I get a witness?"   
 
And we have benefited by the witness of other Christians.  As I have known Christians 

over the years, it wasn't usually the great preachers who impressed me most although I 

have known and listened to some wonderful preachers.  The people who impressed me 

most have usually been ordinary people—the people who sit in the pews every Sunday—

people of ordinary means but extraordinary faith—extraordinary kindness—

extraordinary generosity.  Those people make a powerful witness for Christ by the 

quality of their lives. 
 
That reminds me of something that C.S. Lewis said.  He was talking about his difficulty, 

when he first became a Christian, getting up to go to church on Sunday mornings.  He 

said: "If there is anything in the teaching of the New Testament which is a command, it 

is that you are obliged to take the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper mentioned in John 

6:53-54 , and you can't do it without going to church." 
 
And then he went on to say: "I disliked their hymns very much, which I considered to be 

fifth-rate poems set to sixth rate music. But as I worshipped regularly C.S. Lewis saw the 

great merit of it.  I came up against different people of quite different outlooks and 

different education, and then gradually my conceit just began peeling off." 
 
Isn't that a nice line—"my conceit just began peeling off."  I can almost see it—this new 

Christian becoming a new man—a man less full of himself—in the presence of these 

Christian saints.  Lewis went on to say this:  "I realized that the hymns, which were just 

sixth-rate music but were nevertheless being sung with devotion and benefit by an old 

saint in elastic-side boots in the opposite pew, and then you realize that you aren't fit to 

clean those boots." He concluded, "It gets you out of your solitary conceit." 

I don't know that we have any elastic-side boots in this sanctuary today, but I do know 

that we have saints sitting in our chairs who are ordinary people by most measures, but 

people of great faith—people whose lives are distinguished by kindness and by 

generosity.  Their witness demonstrates the potential of the Christian life—a life of 

repentance as well as a life of forgiveness.  Christ calls us to be people like that— people 

whose lives witness to his power to redeem and to save people whose lives draw men 



and women to him. 
 
In his book, Sources of Strength, Jimmy Carter tells the story of Eloy Cruz, a Cuban 

pastor.  Carter noticed that Cruz had a wonderful rapport with the poorest of the Puerto 

Rican immigrants.  Cruz had a wonderful ability to influence the direction of their lives.  

 Carter asked Cruz for the secret of his success.  Cruz was embarrassed to be singled out 

by the former president, but he finally said this: "Senor Jimmy, we only need to have 

two loves in our lives—one is love For God, and two is for the person who happens to be 

in front of us at any time." 
  

There are many stories that I could tell you about people whose witness for Christ took 

some dramatic form—people who risked their lives for someone else—people who 

forgave the person who killed their child.  I didn't want to tell one of those dramatic 

stories, because we might be tempted to say, "I could never do that." 

And saying, "I could never do that" really brings out the other side of the equation as to 

why I believe people's personal witness and testimonies do not bear fruit. In Pastor 

Chuck Swindoll's book "Getting Through the Tough Stuff" he speaks about a subject in 

chapter 12 that is a real concern especially for believers—that word is "inadequacy."  

Chuck asks the question, "Have you ever felt so inadequate and overwhelmed in terms 

of anger, fear, humiliation, loneliness, embarrassment, rejection, that you considered 

giving up or walking away?" 

These feelings surface at critical times especially after being exploited or being used by 

someone we are convinced that we don't measure up.  Some of the feelings of 

inadequacy Chuck mentions are: inadequacy to meets the needs of our families; 

inadequacy to fulfill the demands and expectations of our occupations or callings; 

inadequacy to keep going in spite of the energy from chronic pain; inadequacy to stop a 

longstanding habit or addiction; inadequacy to stay in a marriage that continues to be 

unfulfilling; inadequacy to take care of an aging parent, inadequacy to perform in 

ministry and present a strong witness to non-believers, etc. and the list goes on. 

Few people struggled more with inadequacy in the Bible as the apostle Paul.  It's hard to 

realize that Paul struggled with intense feelings of inadequacy and admits freely rarely 

feeling up to the task of the demands of his ministry.  At the end of the day and truth be 

told, no one is adequate—not you, not me, and not even the great Apostle Paul.   



Nevertheless, Paul enjoyed tremendous success in ministry authoring almost 30 percent 

of the New Testament.  Where did he get his power?  He answers this question in 2 

Corinthians 3:4-6 when he writes, "Such confidence we have through Christ toward 

God.  Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from 

ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 

kills, but the Spirit gives life."  

Friends don't miss those 5 words, "Our adequacy is from God. " Without God and the 

power He pours into us, we are incredibly anemic.  And everywhere we look we discover 

human inadequacy!  Not all us struggle against severe physical weakness, but the fact is, 

we are weak emotionally, spiritually, intellectually, and mentally—we are incapable of 

glorifying God in and of ourselves.   

That's why God allows us our feelings of inadequacy because "inadequacy forces us to 

rely fully on God for the power and strength we need!  It's this truth that Christ's 

disciples struggled to embrace in that moment of fear and inadequacy locked behind 

closed doors on Easter evening!   

I close today's message with two simple principles from Pastor Swindoll's book to 

substitute in place to apply God's power to our inadequacies.  First, admit your 

inadequacies.  This is the important first step to accepting God's power.  Anyone 

needing to overcome life's struggles without first acknowledging his or her need for 

God's help is doomed for failure.  Those whose addictions and behaviors include drugs, 

alcohol, gambling, or spouse abusers, the impatient, perfectionists, fearful, depressed, 

whatever the weakness, it doesn't matter—the point is it will be virtually impossible to 

overcome these without God's help.   

Secondly, claim Christ's power!  I wouldn't be standing here today as a minister of the  

gospel if I did not claim Christ's power to deliver me from all my weaknesses and 

inadequacies and to transform them into quiet confidence and strength when God called 

into ordained ministry back in 2002—the power of God's word from Philippians 4:3 

filled my heart and mind back then and today and became my victory cry—"I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me."   

Friends, we have a Savior who is waiting to demonstrate His great power in you.  Don't  



waste a moment trying to get through the tough stuff of inadequacy on your own. Christ 

can do his best work through your weaknesses as Paul learned.  Don't run away from the 

test—Run to Jesus and receive His power.  Let all things good and bad in your life bear 

witness to what Christ has done—let's tell the whole world about it!  Can I get a Witness!   

  
 

 
 


