
                          SERMON "GOD CAN BRING GOOD FROM BAD" 
         (John 2:13-22 Preached at MPC on March 4th, 2018 Third Sunday of Lent) 

Friends, God is able to bring good out of bad.  That thought ought to cheer us this 

morning.   After all, we all do bad things during our lives and suffer bad experiences or 

consequences, but God has the power to redeem the bad—and that's a blessing. 
 
We see that in our Gospel lesson today.  Something bad happened.  Caiaphas, the high 

priest, had quarreled with the Sanhedrin, the ruling body of Israel.  Caiaphas rewarded 

his supporters in that conflict by allowing them to establish concession stands inside the 

temple area to sell cattle and sheep and birds—and to exchange money.  Everyone else 

had to set up booths across the way in the Kidron Valley, but those who backed Caiaphas 

got prime real estate inside the temple walls. 
 
The selling of animals and the changing of coins were necessary, because people came 

from far away locations at Passover to make their sacrifices in the temple and to pay 

their temple tax.  The scriptures provided that only the best animals—those without 

blemish, were acceptable as sacrifices. 
 
How could anyone bring a top-quality animal—one without blemish perfectly groomed 

all the way from Galilee, Rome or Egypt?  They just couldn't!  Anyone who has traveled 

across country with children knows that, at the end of the journey, nobody is perfectly 

groomed.  Nobody gets there without blemish!  So, these travelers needed to buy their 

sacrificial animals in Jerusalem.  They needed someone who had set up shop 

beforehand to provide acceptable animals. 
 
And these travelers would bring money from their own country and the countries 

through which they passed to get to Jerusalem.  If you have traveled internationally 

from one country to another, you know what I mean.  There are currency exchanges 

along the way.  At the end of your journey, you have a pocket full of coins, most of which 

are difficult to identify and none of which is worth much back home.  So, these travelers 

needed to exchange this mish-mash into coins acceptable for the temple-tax.  They 

needed someone to set up a money exchange. 
 
But they didn't need a marketplace inside the temple walls.  I started this sermon by 

saying that God can bring good from bad.  The bad was the marketplace inside the 



temple walls.  There had to be a marketplace somewhere, but it didn't need to be inside 

the temple walls.  It would not have been there had it not been for Caiaphas and his  

political cronies.  God was not well served by the crowding and the noise and the smell 

of animals inside the temple precincts. 
 
So Jesus comes into the temple armed with a whip made of chords and drove the cattle 

and sheep out of the temple.  He went through the area overturning the tables of the 

moneychangers and scattering their coins everywhere saying, "Don't make my Father's 

house a marketplace!" 
 
Nobody else knew it yet, but Jesus was the beloved Son of his beloved Father, and he 

was not about to tolerate people setting up shop in his Father's house—boarding animals 

on his Father's property and animal droppings on his Father's floor.  "Don't make my 

Father's house a marketplace!" he commanded. 
 
Now that was disruptive.  I've always pictured Jesus herding four or five cattle and three 

or four sheep from the temple, but the scene must have been quite different.  Over one 

hundred thousand pilgrims came to Jerusalem for Passover, and they came to offer their 

sacrifices at the temple.  At any given time, there would have been thousands of people 

inside the temple walls.  There would have been dozens or hundreds of vendors, all 

hawking their cattle or sheep or birds or coins.  It would have been like a street fair at 

Aloha Stadium or block party in Waikiki—it was crowded, noisy, people jostling each 

other, vendors crying out. 
 
How would you like to make a once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to the temple to worship 

God and then must navigate through all that kind of mess to get to the sanctuary? Jesus 

didn't like it at all.  He didn't just order them to get out—he got a whip and drove them 

out.  He scattered their tables and their money and their dignity all over the floor.  The 

effect must have been like throwing a stick in the spokes of a moving bicycle—he 

stopped everything cold. So, the scene in the marketplace in the temple was bad, but 

God brought good out of the bad.  This incident in the temple gave Jesus the 

opportunity to introduce himself as God's Son. 
 
The great news to the people then and to us today is that Jesus would be our new temple

—the new place where all people could come into the presence of God.  They and we 

would no longer need to travel to Jerusalem to commune with God.  They and we can 



really commune with God wherever bread is broken, and wine is poured out in Christ's 

name, like today on Communion Sunday. Our pilgrimage into God's presence need not 

be a once-in-a-lifetime affair like back then in Jesus' day.  We can enter God's presence 

whenever we like or need to because Christ's sacrifice makes God accessible. 
 
And that's great news because we all have times when we feel completely isolated—when 

we wonder where God is—when our pain seems too great to bear.  The promise is that 

God is with us even through the valley of the shadow of death.  The promise is that God 

redeems us.  The promise is that God brings good from even the worst situation. 
 
In 1985, Terry Anderson, an American journalist for the Associated Press, was taken 

hostage in Lebanon by the militant Shiite Hezbollah militants, or the Islamic Jihad 

Organization and held him until 1991. They held him for almost 7 long years, much of 

which he spent in darkness and chains.  He didn't know whether he would ever be free 

again or see the light of day.   
 
But God brought good from this bad situation.  Before Anderson was captured, he 

wasn't exactly a very nice man.  But his imprisonment and years in darkness changed 

him.  You see God was at work in his life through that moment of pain and suffering. 

After he was freed, he reflected on his imprisonment.  He said: "I almost chuckle 

sometimes—this punishment, if punishment it is, seems perfectly designed for my sins 

and weaknesses— drank too much—there was no alcohol there.  I chased women—there 

were no women here. I admit I'm arrogant—but what better way for God to put me in 

the hands of these ever so-arrogant, uncaring young men. Anderson was released on 

December 4, 1991 and says he has forgiven his captors. 

He continues and says, "I've been careless of others' feelings—these people gave not one 

tiny thought to mine. I've been agnostic most of my adult life—but my only comfort 

there during my captivity was the Bible, and my prayers."  Listen to that ending once 

again.  Anderson said: "I've been agnostic most of my adult life—my only comfort here is 

the Bible, and my prayers." It was in that terrible situation that God was able to break 

through the hardness of Terry Anderson's heart.  In the depth of his despair, Anderson 

prayed this prayer: "Help me!  There's no reason why you should. Don't we always turn 

to you when we're in trouble and away from you when things are good? I'm doing the 

same. But you love me.  So, help me." 
 



And God did help him.  I don't know what kind of help Anderson had in mind.  He 

probably just wanted God to free him from that hellish situation.  And, in a sense, that 

was what God did.  God became very real for Anderson in that dark cell.  God used that 

hellish situation to free Anderson from the sins and compulsions that had enslaved him 

prior to his imprisonment.  Eventually, God also freed Anderson from his physical 

imprisonment, and when he did, Anderson was a different person, a new man—

redeemed and whole again.  
 
Friends, whether you are doing bad things or suffering through bad experiences, God 

never leaves you—God will always be there with you if you let him.  If you are doing bad 

things you can ask God for help.  When you do, be aware that asking God to redeem you 

from your sins is like asking a surgeon to save you and cut away your cancer.   

God's cures are not always gentle nor without pain, but they can save your life.  It says in 

Proverbs 3:12, "For the one whom God loves, he reproves; even as a father reproves the 

son in whom he delights." So, we can expect that God will help us and we can expect that 

God will redeem us, but it could be painful. 
 
The story of the cleansing of the temple is first and foremost the assurance and 

revelation that Jesus Christ is our new temple—the place where we meet God—the one 

who brings us into God's presence—the one who restores our soul.  It's the assurance 

that Jesus makes it possible to come into God's presence wherever we might be.  There 

is no place on earth, or under the earth, or above the earth, where God is not with us. 

In our upcoming Easter Cantata, there is a fifth selection entitled "Redeemed" that 

unfortunately we will not be singing— but the words express beautifully the sentiment 

and context of journalist Terry Anderson in dark captivity in Lebanon before he became 

a believer—in fact the words echo the prayers and hope for some of us here today—and 

for all people trapped in the darkness of their struggles and sin:  

Listen to these words are: "Seems like all I could see was the struggle, haunted by ghosts 

that lived in my past—bound up in shackles of all my failures; wondering how long is 

this gonna last—Then You look at this prisoner and say to me, "Son stop fighting a fight 

that's already been won!  I am redeemed, You set me free, So I'll shake off these heavy 

chains and wipe away every stain.  Now I'm not who I used to be, I am redeemed! All my 

life I have been called unworthy, named by the voice of my shame and regret, but when I 



hear You whisper, "Child lift up your head," I remember O God, you're not done with me 

yet, I am redeemed!" Friends, God is not done with us yet! 

In his book entitled "Hope—an anchor for life" by Pastor David Jeremiah, Pastor David 

speaks of hope for the Church of Jesus Christ locally and globally if we don't forget our 

main motive—our driving purpose is to exalt the Lord!  It's not to have impressive 

numbers or buildings or budgets—our main motive is to honor and glorify God!  Pastor 

Jeremiah's life verse is Colossians 3:23 which says, "Whatever you do, do it heartily, as 

to the Lord and not to men."  So, the Bible tells us to do whatever we do with all our 

hearts and to do if for the Lord not for others or ourselves! 

Friends, my hope and prayer this morning is that we put all our hearts and souls into 

honoring and glorifying God through the power of the purpose driven movement to 

build a healthier church right here at MPC.  Remember the Mantra for the Purpose 

Driven Church we all said out loud on Saturday. Let's say it right now: "A Great 

Commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission Grows a Great 

Church!"  Pastor Dave's words and teachings on Friday and Saturday truly inspired us I 

believe and gave us new "hope" for a new visioning of MPC. 

As I read the annual report sent to us by Pastor Dave, Capitol Christian Church started 

as a house church in 1989—after 29 years, the church has grown to multiple locations to 

better reach and serve thousands of people for Christ every week in the Pacific 

Northwest using Purpose Driven Principles as their template.  Today, CCC is equipped 

and connected to a local, regional, and global network through their alliance with the 

Purpose Driven Network.  The network consists of over 400,000 pastors and priests in 

163 nations representing every spectrum and affiliation with Christianity.   

Dave taught and spoke to us conversationally about the 8 essentials to teach us about 

the tools and foundational processes to develop a healthy growing church and spiritually 

mature members—this is all based on the five purposes Jesus gave us in the Great 

Commandment and Great Commission.  On Saturday we all participated in Dave's PDC 

health church assessment which provided an interesting fact that revealed MPC's loves 

God through worship and serving God through ministry.  But it also revealed we have an 

imbalance in the area of evangelism.   



As Dave worked through an overview of the purpose driven 8 essentials training 

progression to build a healthy church, he used the phrase "cultivating a culture of 

commitment."  And we should be proud to know that over the years, MPC has been 

blessed with many years of faithful committed service to God through our love of God 

and love of God's people.  But I truly believe as Pastor Jeremiah shared through his life 

verse in Colossians 3:23—the hope for this church and for all churches who love and 

serve God, no matter what we or they decide—that hope is ONLY realized when we serve 

God whole-heartily. Friends, as we meditate, ask questions, and focus on deciding to 

"buy in" and implement some of the 8 essentials of PDC right here at MPC, let's create a 

culture of commitment, whole heartily into that process—as Dave reminded us, let's not 

forget who we are and what we are aiming for—let our motives be purposely based on 

our  main goal at MPC—"To glorify God, to know and serve Jesus Christ, to live and 

share His good news!  Amen!   

 
 




