
                     SERMON “A HEART FOR GOD’S TREASURE” 

                  (Luke 12:32-40 Preached at MPC on August 7th, 2016) 

Most of us out there have heard of Helen Keller—she was woman born in 1880. 

When she was one and one half years old she had an illness that caused her to be 

blind and deaf.  The story of her struggle to communicate was publicized in 1962 

with the making of the movie “The Miracle Worker.”  We can hardly imagine how 

difficult life would be for such a person. She could not hear words that were 

spoken to her therefore she had no way to learn how to speak words. Because of 

this she became an unruly child and others thought she was unable to learn. 

When Helen Keller was six years old her parents hired a teacher, Anne Sullivan 

who came to live with the family and work with Helen. Usually a person who is 

blind is taught to use Braille, a system of small raised dots that represent letters 

and numbers. When the dots are touched they can be translated into words which 

allow a sight impaired person to read.  People who are unable to hear learn sign 

language. Hands and fingers are positioned in various ways to represent specific 

letters, words or phrases. Facial expressions and body language are also used to 

help hearing impaired people communicate. 

In Helen's case, since she could neither see nor hear, it seemed there was no way 

to teach her sign language or Braille.  Anne Sullivan, Helen's teacher, was very 

persistent and caring.  She worked with Helen every day for many hours. One day 

there was a breakthrough, a high point in the movie! Helen and Anne were 

outside near a water pump. Anne Sullivan ran water over Helen's hand and at the 

same time moved Helen's hand in sign language, demonstrating the word for 

water. At that moment Helen learned there were names for things. There was 

now a way she could learn to communicate with others. 

Helen Keller was a remarkable woman who went on to graduate from Radcliffe 

college with honors, wrote many books, traveled all over the world and met world 

leaders. In spite of her disabilities she accomplished many things and was an 

inspiration to others. One of the most profound things she said was, "The best 

and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched—They 

must be felt within the heart." 



In our scripture text for today, Jesus talked about this very thing in v. 34 when he 

said, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  The things that 

are really important to God are not the things we have, but the love we feel in our 

hearts. It is this love that comes as a gift from God, and it is ours to give to others. 

Where is your treasure located?  Is it in your heart? —hopefully we will always 

have a heart for God’s treasure! 

A number of years ago I was taking a difficult math course at Pasadena City 

College.  It was the summer before my first semester at USC.  I did not have a 

good math background, so I really needed to pass this course for credit and I was 

struggling at the time.  However, the professor told us that he would allow us to 

make a "crib-sheet" on the exams.  For the mid-term, we could use one standard-

size sheet of paper with notes on one side.  For the final, we could have notes on 

both sides.  I saw that crib-sheet as my salvation.   

So I spent more time preparing my crib-sheet than most people spent studying 

for the course.  I got a large sheet of paper, and copied every example and every 

table from the textbook.  I found an old exam with the answers, and I copied it on 

the large sheet of paper.  I added everything else that might be helpful.  Then I 

"shrank" the large piece of paper on a copier to make it a standard-sized sheet of 

paper.  It worked!  I did well on the mid-term.  I repeated the process for the final 

using two large sheets of paper.  My crib-sheet may have been the best in history

—and it was legal. 

Just before the final, one of the other students saw my crib sheet and asked “How 

about making me a copy."  I said no.  The prof was grading on a curve, which 

meant that we were in direct competition.  As far as I was concerned, I worked 

hard on that crib sheet! —it was everyone for him or herself.  I will never forget 

how the other student responded.  He didn't say anything, but he looked as if I 

had slapped him.  That was not one of my proudest moments.  If I could go back 

today and relive that moment, I would do it differently. 

Jesus said: "Sell that which you have, and give alms to the needy. Make for 

yourselves purses which don't grow old, a treasure in the heavens that doesn't 

fail, where no thief approaches, neither moth destroys" v. 33. You might ask, 

Pastor what does this verse have to do with the story of the crib-sheet?  Jesus told 



us to give alms.  Alms are money.  The student didn't ask for money.  He asked 

for help.  Now keep in mind that the New Testament was written originally in 

Greek.  The words that are translated "give alms" in our Bible can also be 

translated "show mercy" or "perform acts of kindness."  Jesus was telling us to 

show mercy and to perform acts of kindness.  In some cases, that means giving 

money.  In other cases, money might actually do more harm than good.  Perhaps 

what is needed is a helping hand—or a listening ear—or a shared crib sheet. 

As to my failure to help my fellow student, I still feel torn.  One part of me wants 

to teach people like that to stand on their own two feet.  Another part of me feels 

that God gave me an opportunity to live out the Gospel, and I failed to do so. 

That's how I feel NOW.  God gave me an opportunity to make a small but 

important play in the game of life, and I fluffed it.  It's as if a football player 

missed an important block.  What difference would that make?  Perhaps not 

much!  Or it might lose the game!  We can't afford to write off the small 

opportunities that God gives us. 

God always gives us opportunities to excel.  God gives us opportunities to choose 

the high road or the low road.  When we choose the high road, God often does 

great things with our small efforts.  The little boy with five loaves and two fishes 

is an example.  His small offering of food fed five thousand people.  Mother 

Teresa is another.  She was kind to the hopeless, dying people in Calcutta India, 

and her example inspired the world.  Anne Sullivan was a saint in her unwavering 

patience, dedication and love for a young deaf and blind girl, Helen Keller.  There 

are millions of examples, if only we knew them all. 

Jesus said: "Sell that which you have, and give alms to the needy.  Make for 

yourselves purses which don't grow old, a treasure in the heavens that doesn't 

fail, where no thief approaches, neither moth destroys." 

Jesus calls us to move our focus from the kinds of things that clog landfills to the 

kinds of things that endure through eternity.  Philip James "Jim" Elliot was an 

evangelical Christian who was one of five missionaries killed in an attempt to 

evangelize the Huaorani people of Ecuador. He knew the risks when he went to 

that jungle.  He explained his decision in one of his memorable quotes, He said, 

"He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."  Jesus 



puts it this way.  He said:  "Sell that which you have, and give alms to the needy. 

Make for yourselves purses which don't grow old, a treasure in the heavens that 

doesn't fail, where no thief approaches, neither moth destroys."  In other words, 

cultivate a heart for God’s treasure. 

Maybe many of us feel down here on earth, especially in Hawaii, that we can't 

really afford treasure in heaven.  We barely have enough to pay the bills down 

here.  The fact is, however, we in the United States are still considered among the 

wealthiest people ever to live on the face of this earth.  When was the last time 

that you missed a meal?  I am not talking about the times that you were too busy 

to eat or trying to lose weight.  When was the last time that you missed a meal 

because you couldn't afford to pay for the food?  For most of us, that doesn't 

happen ever.  Most of us haven't gone hungry for a long time. 

 We, in the United States, live in houses larger than we need.  Depending on 

where you live, (not Hawaii) we heat them warmer than we need—and cool them 

cooler than we need. We drive bigger cars than we need to places that we don't 

need to go.  We pay outrageous prices for tickets to football games and baseball 

games and concerts.  We buy expensive trucks to tow expensive boats to 

expensive resorts or our vacation house in the mountains.  We spend more on 

lattes and mochas than most of the world's people spend on food.  We spend 

more on telecommunications than most of the world's people spend on housing. 

We feel poor, not because we have too little money, but because we want too 

much stuff--or because we already bought too much stuff on credit! 

Jesus breaks into that selfish, compulsive behavior, saying: "Sell that which you 

have, and give alms to the needy. Make for yourselves purses which don't grow 

old, a treasure in the heavens that doesn't fail, where no thief approaches, 

neither moth destroys! 

Then Jesus goes on to say: "Let your waist be dressed and your lamps burning. 

Be like men watching for their lord, when he returns from the marriage feast; 

that, when he comes and knocks, they may immediately open to him. Blessed are 

those...whom the lord will find watching when he comes" (vv. 35-37). When Jesus 

speaks of the wedding banquet, he is really telling us to prepare ourselves for his 

second coming.  It sounds as if he has changed the subject.  First he tells us to 



give alms.  Then he tells us to get ready for his coming.  But Jesus hasn't changed 

the subject.  How do we get ready for Jesus?  We get ready for Jesus by giving 

alms.  We get ready for Jesus by showing mercy.  We get ready for Jesus by 

performing acts of kindness. 

In these verses, Jesus is preparing us for life in the kingdom of God.  He is 

preparing us for a place where the rules are different.  The rules of this world are: 

 Grab all the gusto you can get.  Look out for numero uno!  The person who dies 

with the most toys wins.  Do unto others before they do unto you. 

The rules of the Kingdom of God are quite different.  The Kingdom Rules are: 

 Give alms. Show mercy. Perform acts of kindness. Love your enemy.  Do unto 

others as you would have them do unto you.  We find it hard to get interested in 

rules for the next world.  It is difficult enough to manage in this world.  But Jesus 

calls us to become citizens of God's kingdom even while living in this world.  He 

invites us to begin living by Kingdom Rules now.   

When we do that, we will begin to transform this world.  We will begin to make it 

less like Satan's world and more like God's world.  We will help to restore its 

pristine beauty.  In the last few decades, we have learned that we must take care 

of our physical world or suffer the consequences.  There is global warming.  There 

are seasons of drought and famine.  We must recycle.  We must be careful where 

we drill our wells and how we dig our mines.  We must build cars with cleaner 

and more efficient energy options.  We must treat our sewage rather than 

dumping it in the river.  We must guard our precious water supply.  We learn to 

cultivate a heart for God’s treasure by taking care of the earth as God’s stewards. 

And then Jesus says: "Blessed are those servants whom the lord will find 

watching when he comes. Most certainly I tell you, ...he will dress himself, 

and make them recline, and will come and serve them” What an image!  The 

master will serve the servants!  The one who is rich will care for those who are 

poor.  The one who is powerful will care for those who are vulnerable.  Friends, 

what could we do this week to make life a little better for someone? Could we 

provide food for the hungry?  Could we provide a kind word?  Could we give 

someone a ride to the hospital?  Could we show a little mercy?  Do it today!  Make 

it a point, every day to perform some act of random kindness not only to 

strangers, but don't forget to include your family.  There is no law against being 



kind to your husband, wife or children.  It might surprise them, but they could get 

used to it.  Let the circle of your love extend outwards to those to whom you owe 

nothing.  Give alms—show mercy—perform acts of kindness—Cultivate & work 

the soil of God’s earthly harvest to instill and promote a full heart for God’s 

treasure!  Get ready to meet Jesus!  He could show up today! LET US PRAY! 


