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New!! Blue Christmas Worship  

Eunice Chang will share her musical talent on Friday, December 21, 
7:00 pm at our first ever Blue Christmas worship. Especially for 
those who wish to honor their faith but are having a difficult 
emotional time during the holiday season, this calm and reflective 
service uses poetry and music to touch the tender side of 
Christmas. Prayers are offered for those we’ve loved and lost, for 
survivors, for supportive friends and family, and for future hope.  
Each person in attendance will be given a tea light so that they can 
help to add a flicker of hope on this longest night of the year. 

There are only a handful of Blue Christmas, or Longest Night, 
services offered on Oahu which makes this new event a prime 
opportunity for you to invite family, friends or co-workers to 
accompany you, especially if they are feeling blue this Christmas.  
Invitational postcards will be available for you to pick up on Sundays 
so you can share the word and bear the light.
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Advent means “beginning.” 
It’s the beginning of our spiritual preparation to receive 
the gift of the Christ Child. And it’s a gentle prompting to 
begin again. To forgive and seek forgiveness. To let 
bygones be bygones. To lean into new experiences, new 
understandings, following God wherever the journey 
takes us. 

Those who were in worship on November 25 got a chance to hear how I experience the 
new beginning of my Transitional Ministry with Mililani Presbyterian Church. Three months 
in, I felt it was time to tip my hand and let everyone, not just staff and Session, see how I 
plan to prioritize my work, how I see your strengths and challenges. In short, I think you 
have a lot going for you that will serve as attraction factors for both ministerial candidates 
and prospective members. 

And I see many positive efforts, and many willing workers, who will help us meet needed  
ministry objectives in the coming year. 

After a brief time of fellowship, we began to talk story to one another, and to dream about 
what we hoped would be a faithful and vibrant congregation five years from now. 

These conversations, and the two types of surveys that worshippers received in 
November, ensure that every voice counts as we gather information that will become our 
Ministry Information Form, or MIF, which amounts to our congregation’s “résumé” or 
“executive summary” that Presbyterian ministers view as they look for new employment. 

That’s the new beginning we are aiming for! Isn’t it good to know that we have started the 
journey, an advent of spiritual discernment during which the way forward will be made 
clear to us by the guidance of a loving God who prepares the manger, and feeds the 
donkey and sets holy dreams into action and bursts the night sky with angels' song? 

We’re on a holy path. 
Thanks be to God. 

P.S. You can leave phone messages for me at 623-6663 ext. 5, or on my cell phone: 
440-773-0306, or reach me by email at mpcreverend@gmail.com.  While I am usually in 
the office at least 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., it’s best to call ahead if you want to stop by.   

mailto:mpcreverend@gmail.com
mailto:mpcreverend@gmail.com
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YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL GIVING SUMMARY  
(As of October 31, 2018) 

GENERAL OFFERING 
(Envelopes + Loose)

BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – October 31, 2018 $129,986 $113,713 (-13%) $16,273

BUILDING FUND BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – October 31, 2018 $30,626 $32,246 (+5%) $1,620

Pledge Cards and Boxed Envelopes 
If you have not yet made a Faith Promise pledge of financial support to Mililani Presbyterian 
Church for 2019, please don’t delay. Your stewardship commitment stands as a reminder to 
you of how you value your life of faith. And, in practical terms, it helps Session finalize an 
annual budget that we can subscribe. We’ll have a hard time moving forward hiring choir 
staff, calling a new Pastor, and working on new outreach and church growth opportunities 
unless we know what donations to expect from you. 

Boxed envelopes for 2019 will be available on the Fellowship Lanai beginning December 2. 
The first envelope is earmarked for your share of Per Capita support of both the Presbytery 
of the Pacific and the Presbyterian Church (USA). We ask that you contribute the first 
$44.00 of your offerings in 2019 to this covenantal obligation. Your gift lifts this requirement 
from our church.   

What do we receive for this $44? It’s a bargain! This collective gift is how our Session 
members are able to attend Presbytery meetings without personal cost for airfare or 
housing. It pays for the system which locates candidates for our Pastor Nominating 
Committee. It is how mission trips are planned and carried out, and how a national Youth 
Triidium gathers thousands from across America. Our shared per capita allows the PC(USA) 
to underwrite missionaries and write curriculum for Sunday School and church officers, it 
creates the infrastructure for our church staff health care and pension plans, and on and on 
and on! Best of all we receive the joy of sharing in the Good News beyond our doorsteps and 
to the ends of the Earth!

Blessings to all of you who were able to participate in our Faith Promise (aka Pledge) Sunday on 
November 18. As of November 29, we have received 44 pledges which beats this past year's total by 1. 
If you haven't made a 2019 Faith Promise already, it isn't too late and it really helps our leaders in 
planning for 2019 and beyond. I will be providing more information next month at our Annual 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 27th. Also, we are in need of a Sunday morning money 
counter so if you have one Sunday a month to serve that would be terrific. Contact me (Elder Toillion) or 
Charlene Storch, our Assistant Bookkeeper if you're interested in helping out. 
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Advent Opportunities 

Angel Tree Gifts Deadline is Here! 
Once again our little church is making a big difference. We were given a total 
of 58 “ornaments”, all of which have been taken. Don’t miss the December 2 
deadline for dropping off Angel Tree gift donations! Take them to the church 
office by December 2 at noon, or, last chance, bring them with you to the 
Annual Christmas Dinner that evening. Need help? Contact Adam 
Davidson at 448-6307. 

Annual Christmas Dinner: Jesus--Hope of the World 
Sunday, December 2 at 5:30 pm 
Leilehua Golf Club House  
Congregational Life Team members have outdone themselves in planning for a special 
evening to kick off our holiday season. 

Reservations are closed, but here’s a reminder to make sure you’re ready! If you haven’t yet 
paid, the cost is $25 per person. Childcare is available at the church for a nominal fee by 
making a request in advance. Contact Adam Davidson at 488-6307 or Margie Esteron at 
623-9194. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, December 1 at 6:30 pm 
Be sure to invite your family and friends to join you at this festive Christmas Carol sing-a long! 
As in years’ past, we will decorate the worship center with holiday décor, learn about the 
religious meaning behind the symbols of the season, and sing our way into the season of 
Advent. Stay for light refreshments. If you are able, bring some cookies to share! 

Advent Wreath Tradition Continues 
Mahalo plenty to these church families for leading our Advent 
wreath lighting in worship on Sundays as we anticipate the coming 
of Christ to the world. 
December 2  The Kuehn Family  
December 9  The Teraizumi Family 
December 16 The Houston Family 
December 23 The Felts Family 

Sunday, December 23, Christmas Family Worship 
Mark your calendar for a special Sunday holiday worship experience on the Sunday before 
Christmas. In this year of transition we will not hold a Children’s Christmas Pageant or a Choir 
Cantata, but don’t worry! We’ll have special music from our children and youth, a choir to lead 
Christmas carols, and a chance to find that holiday glow.   
Plan to stay for a special Sunday School celebration for all children. I hear it’s a cookie 
decorating extravaganza! 

Pacific Cultures Celebrate Candlelight Christmas  
Monday, December 24 at 7:00 pm.  
A Service of Lessons and Carols with choirs singing in their native languages: Korean, 
Chinese, Samoan, Chukeese and English. Nursery care provided.  



CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) reflects God’s gift to us in Christ through the Christmas Joy 
Offering.  50% of this special offering funds critical financial needs of current and retired clergy 
and church workers, while the other 50% supports the tuition expenses of those studying to be 
ministers at Presbyterian seminaries, especially people of color. 
Christmas Joy Offerings will be received on December 2, 9, 16 and 23 in worship, or text JOY 
to 20222 to give $10.  When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot! 

FINANCE & FACILITY (F&F) MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE 
(Elders Dan Ashcraft & John Toillion) 

Here is an update on F&F projects: 

• New Security Access System -  By now many of you have seen the recently installed new 
double glass entrance door. This was needed to conform to the Department of Human 
Services and NAEYC accreditation requirements to secure our preschool areas as our 
campus is considered "open" which means unauthorized persons have easy access to areas 
occupied by our preschool. This past year we had two incidences where an unauthorized 
person was found in the preschool area. The  Preschool Oversight Committee working in 
tandem with F&F and Session, set out to acquire a system that would provide the security 
needed. Installing the new door was Phase I while Phase II consists of an electronic system 
consisting of a camera, intercom and touch pads for entering an assigned code. Installation of 
Phase II equipment is tentatively scheduled for the end of December. More information will be 
forthcoming.  

  
• Fellowship Lanai and Worship Center Chair Replacement Project - We are in the process 

of replacing the old, heavily worn grey metal folding chairs with more of the tan metal chairs. 
We hope to have 100 of the tan chairs by December 15. We are also working with the 
Worship Ministry Team to replace the 31 year old chairs. More to follow on this in early 2019. 

  
• New Awning Project - Another project in the works is to install new permanent awnings 

behind classrooms 1, 2 and 3 as well as one from Room 1 on the playground side to 
Fellowship lanai. We are in the process of submitting grant requests to help offset the cost of 
this project. 
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Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 
Prayerfully consider this opportunity to make a positive difference in the life of your church. We are putting 
together a dedicated team to play a vital role in the pastor selection process. What should that team look 
like? It should look like the church! Our congregation is blessed with folks from various backgrounds and 
experiences. Our PNC should reflect that. At the January Annual Congregational Meeting, we will put 
forward a proposed team for the congregation to elect. If you would like to learn more about what serving 
on that committee entails, please contact Elder Adam Davidson at 448-6307 or any member of our 
standing Nominating Committee.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE 
(Elders John Toillion & Daniel Kim) 

Here is an update on Worship events and activities: 

• Worship Center Transformation - As you now know, we recently removed 50 of our 190 
chairs in the Worship Center. Many were removed due to poor condition and also to open up 
the area in the back of the church. Also removed were several items that were cluttering the 
back area. You may have noticed the organ has been relocated and is now facing the front 
so Erica Chang, our organist, has a clearer view. There is still much to do to make our 
worship center more inviting and accommodating. We are envisioning replacing our 31 year 
old chairs with more modern ones. You'll be hearing more about this in the future. 

  
• Choir Director Status - We will be addressing the need for a new director after the first of 

the year as well as reviewing our music ministry overall.  
  

• Helping Hands Needed - We continue to need helping hands as ushers and lay readers. 
Sign up sheets are located immediately on the left as you enter the education wing. We also 
have opportunities for helping set up the worship center before church. Last, but certainly 
not least, we welcome anyone interested to become a member-at-large on the Worship 
Ministry Team. We meet at 11:45am on the second Sunday of each month. 

• A Special Request - We respectfully ask everyone to try to be on time for the 9:00 a.m. 
start of worship service. I recently read several positive reasons for being on time - actually 
even a bit early. One reason is that we have a chance to greet not only our friends but also 
anyone visiting. Another good reason is that you get to choose a choice seat - unlike the 
recent Bruno Mars concert I attended where you had to pay big bucks to get a front row 
seat. Most importantly, however, it allows a time to center ourselves in preparation of 
glorifying God.

Return Congregational Surveys 

If you received a survey in worship, please return them to the church office before Christmas.  
Mahalo!
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PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE: 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR  

 December 2018

Next Youth Meeting:  December 9, @ 12 noon!  

Next Youth Activity:  Stay tuned to hear more from  Ms. Erica   
         about the upcoming Christmas Party!  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New Adult Sunday Class on
Church Transitions and Readiness for Change

Children’s Christmas Sunday School  
Ready to learn about the birth of our Savior and celebrate Christmas?  

All keiki are welcome to join us for a special Christmas Activity on  
December 23rd at 10:30 in Room 1

Sing Your Way Through Advent! 

Children and Youth 
Don’t miss Children’s Church or Sunday School in December—we’ll need time to 
practice our songs so that we can offer them to the church at 9:00 am worship 
on Sunday, December 23.  

Adults 
Join in the holiday spirit by lending your singing voice to Sunday worship. 
Rehearsals will be on December 9 and 16 at 8:00 a.m. and performances 
during worship will be on December 16 and 23. Questions? Contact 
Daniel Kim.

What limits or encourages growth at Mililani Presbyterian Church?
How do our stories, culture, and readiness for change

                                  shape what we can do in the coming years?

                                  Come join us in the Conference Room.
                                   Sundays, December 2, 9, and 16 at 10:30 a.m.

   Facilitated by Reverend Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa & Chris Chur.



Board of Deacons 

Charlene Storch Moderator   
Jessica Hayashi Parish Coordinator 
(Vacant) Assistant Moderator 

DISTRICTS    
Stephanie Ching Red 
Betty Harrell Orange 
Charlene Storch Green 
Elliott Park Yellow  
Tish Ashcraft Pink 
Mary Cordial Blue 
Esther H. Kim Member-at-Large 
 (serving 2nd service) 

Session 
John Martin  Clerk of Session 

ELDERS  MINISTRY TEAM 
Wally Park  Christian Education 
Adam Davidson Congregational Life 
Margie Esteron Congregational Life 
Dave Keim  Outreach 
Young Kim  Outreach 
Dan Ashcraft  Finance & Facilities 
(Vacant)  Finance & Facilities 
John Toillion  Worship 
Daniel Kim  Worship 

Mililani Presbyterian Church 
            Transitional Pastor Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa

Officers of MPC

If you have a praise to report or prayer request, you 
may email Rich Gordon, our prayer coordinator, at 

rhenrygordon@gmail.com.

Guest Preacher: Rev. Lauren Buck Medeiros 

Pastor Jayne will be on vacation December 25 - January 10. In her absence, on 
December 30 we’ll welcome Rev. Lauren Buck Medeiros to the pulpit. Lauren, a 
longtime friend of MPC, is a Chaplain at Punahou School.

Deacons’ Request 

Donations of travel size toiletries are needed for Christmas baskets for our 
homebound members.  Please bring them to the church office.
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5 Hwang Soon & Young Rye Kim:  
17 Wally & Laura Park 
26 Tom & Dale Koenig  
31 Rachel Abarro & Noel Daoang 

2  Griffin Hall 
3 Holly Hall 
4 Charlotte Gordon 
4 Daniel Kim 
8 Joe Chang 
8 Dorothy Dale 
8 Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa 
10 Hiromi Burt 
10 Dave Lucas 

13 Sichie Hayashi 
15 Bonnie Jackson 
17 Jessica Bullock 
18  Susan Park Yamashiro 
24 Joy Kim 
28 Laura Davidson 

Closed for the Holidays 

The church office will close December 25 and January 1 
so that our staff can enjoy the holidays with their families. 

Calling Prospective Members! 

Please contact Pastor Jayne if you would like to join Mililani Presbyterian Church. We’re 
planning to receive a group of new members on Sunday, December 23, and we’d love to 
include you!

Save the Dates! 
Congregational Meetings will be held immediately after 9:00 a.m. worship on these dates: 
• Sunday, December 16 for the purpose of electing Sally Hastings to the office of Deacon. 
• Sunday, January 27 to receive the Annual Report, elect the Pastor Nominating Committee, 

and approve the 2019 budget. 
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