
Volume 48, Issue 2

February 2018

Pastor’s 
Message 2

Giving 
Summary 3

Youth Group 
Activities 4

Purpose 
Driven Church 5

Monthly 
Potluck 5

Christian 
Education 6

Prayer 
Requests 7

Personals 
Page 8

INSIDE THIS 
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SPECIAL DATES 
OF INTEREST: 

Adult Dinner Out 
February 3 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 

February 14 

MPC Work Day 
February 17 

Adopt Kipapa Park 
Clean Up Day 
February 17 

Adult Dinner Out 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 
5:30 p.m. 

Buzz’s Steakhouse 
98-751 Kuahao Place 
Pearl City HI  96782 

Childcare will be available at the church for a nominal fee of $5 per child/
$10 max per family that is paid when you drop off. Checks should be 

made out to MPC. Children may be 
dropped as early as 5:00 pm. 

Sign-up on the lanai or contact Margie 
Esteron at 623-9194.

For questions or more information, please contact 
Trang Malone at 202-4094 or trang.malone@yahoo.com

mailto:trang.malone@yahoo.com
mailto:trang.malone@yahoo.com


Beloved in Christ, we are fast 
approaching the Lent Season for 
2018 which begins with Ash 
Wednesday on February 14th, 
also ironically Valentine's Day.  

This year's Lenten study is "He 
Chose the Nails" by New York 

Times bestselling author Max Lucado.  

Max has inspired and encouraged more than 125 
million readers worldwide with his books and Bible 
study teachings. In this 5-session video Bible study, 
Max explores the many gifts that Christ provided to 
us at his crucifixion. Every gift from God reveals his 
love and each gift came not wrapped in paper but in 
passion. 

These include not only the gift of the cross, but the 
gift of the thorns that pierced his brow. The nails that 
tore his flesh. The robe he left behind and the empty 
tomb where he forever defeated sin and death. "He 
Chose the Nails” study includes video discussion 
questions, Bible exploration, personal study and 
reflection materials for the in-between sessions, and 
an additional session for churches and small groups 
using this study as part of Lent. 

The session titles include: 1) "He Chose to be One 
of Us."  Think about what Christ gave up choosing 
to be one of us. Jesus gave us timelessness: He 
swapped eternity for living a human life bound by 
calendars instead of eternity—There is no moment 
when God was not God for he is eternal. He gave 
up boundlessness: Jesus gave up being a spirit to 
live in the form of human flesh. One moment he was 
a boundless spirit and the next moment he was 
flesh and bones. He gave up sinlessness: Jesus 
became sin for us as atonement to God the Father.  
An object that symbolizes the consequences of sin 
in humanity's heart is a thorn bush (Genesis 3: 
17-18; Numbers 33:55; Proverbs 22:5; and Matthew 
7:16). The thorny crown on Christ's brow is a picture 
of the fruit of our sin that pierced his heart. 

Session 2) “He Chose to Forgive Us.” Lucado 
explains nails fix broken things. They join things that 
were separated. They make things whole again. 
God used nails to accomplish His plan. The most 
celebrated and notorious road in the world is the Via 
Dolorosa also call the "way of sorrows." According 

to tradition, it is the route Jesus took from Pilate's 
hall to Calvary. This path tells us how far God will go 
to call us back. The nails show us the lengths God 
will go to cover our sins and restore and make 
whole our relationship with Him through Jesus. 

Session 3) “He Chose to Invite Us into His 
Presence.” Through Christ's sacrifice on the cross, 
we are completely free to enter God's presence 
without fear of reprisal. The cross of Jesus tears 
apart that veil that prohibited all except the high 
priest to enter the holy of holies in the Jewish 
tradition. Jesus not only offered us His own robe but 
invited us into His Father's presence. What once 
separated us from God's presence has been 
removed! (Heb. 10:19-10). 

Session 4) “He Chose to Love Us Forever.” Lucado 
talks about two kinds of sanctification Jesus 
provides for us. Positional sanctification is Christ's 
work for us—we are given a prize not because of 
what we do but because of who we know. Also, 
progressive sanctification is Christ's work in us. We 
are continuously being transformed by God.  

Session 5) “He Chose to Give Us Victory.” Romans 
8:37 says, "Overwhelming victory is ours through 
Christ, who loved us." In a quote by Dallas Willard, 
"A conversation on pain and suffering", the author 
says, "Jesus came in the flesh and suffered all the 
things that people suffer in the flesh. He does this, 
so we can go with him to the cross, and we can 
participate in the brokenness of this life, so we can 
see and enter into the resurrection of Jesus and be 
a part of that—it is through death that we enter into 
the victory that is beyond death."   

This Lenten season come and reflect on what God 
did to win our hearts in this study. Let us get ready 
to explore all the things God did because of love.  
God chose to be one of us; to forgive us; to invite us 
into his presence; to love us forever; and to give us 
final victory through Jesus Christ our Lord. But most 
of all, God chose the nails to join us together with 
Him and to make us whole again.  Amen!  May we 
be blessed!  
~Pastor Ron 
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2017 MPC GIVING SUMMARY 

• GENERAL FUND: In 2017 we received 43 pledges (our goal was 60 of a possible 90). As  
noted above we fell short of our budget projection by -8%. The RECEIVED amount includes all offerings both 
by offering envelopes and/or loose checks/cash.  The importance of having family pledges is that it greatly 
assists MPC leadership in building our initial annual budget. See Treasurer John Toillion for pledge 
information and/or if you have any questions about MPC finances. 

• BUILDING FUND: The Building Fund pledge for 2017 was $40,636; however, by the end of  
December we received $47,067. Additionally we received an end of year $5,000 donation from a church 
member which will allow us to pay down on our loan balance in January 2018. The amount pledged for 2017 
allowed MPC to prepay on our mortgage with a monthly Principle & Interest payment of $3,400 as compared 
to the required payment of $2,590.40. This is all good news and we are so blessed. Remaining loan balance 
of 12/31/2017 is: $322,282.88. 

2018 GIVING PROJECTIONS 

• GENERAL FUND: We received 45 pledges (our goal was 60 of a possible 90). At this point  
we do not project a negative cash flow for the General Offering. Monthly updates will be provided to see how 
well we're keeping up with our projections. The importance of having family pledges is that it greatly assists 
MPC leadership in building our initial annual budget. See Treasurer John Toillion for pledge information and/
or if you have any questions about MPC finances. It's never too late to make a pledge for 2018 

• 2018 BUILDING FUND UPDATE: Our continuing goal is to pay down on our Building Fund  
mortgage. To date we have received 31 BF pledges in the amount of $39,058 which will allow for a monthly 
payment of $3,255 which is more than the required minimum monthly payment of $2,590.40. We have 
budgeted a monthly payment of $3,400, like in 2017 and we are hopeful for more pledges and offerings and/
or generous donations will be received.

GENERAL  
OFFERING

BUDGET 
(A)

PLEDGED + 
ENVELOPE 
OFFERINGS 

(B)

ESTIMATED 
LOOSE 

OFFERING 
(C)

DIFFERENCE 
A - (B+C)

$153,358 
($12,780/mo)

$141,358 
($11,780/mo)

$12,000 
($1000/mo)

(TBD)

GENERAL OFFERING 
(Envelopes + Loose)

BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – December 31, 2017 $171,900 $159,642 (-8%) $12,258

BUILDING FUND BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – December 31, 2017

$40,636 $47,067 (+13%) $6,431



PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE: 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR  

February 2018

2/4    Souper Bowl Sunday     @ 10:10 a.m. 
 ·    Begins right after worship 
 ·    Collection will be in front of double doors 
 ·    Wear Super Bowl Colors! (Watch bulletin as   

 time gets closer for team colors) 

2/11   Regular Youth Group     @  Noon 
 ·     Join in lunch on the lanai 
 ·     Erica will call you when time 
 ·     Planning 30-Hour Famine 
 ·     Bring tithe for Nelly

Note:  Youth Group meetings are held every second Sunday. 

      WHEN:   Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 4, 2018 

      WHAT:    Friendly competition to see whose team wins! 
      Bring your food item or $ to put into your  
      team’s box. MPC Youth will be dressed in the 
      Super Bowl team colors! 

    WHERE:  Entryway to Ed Wing after worship 

                                 WHY:  TO HELP FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER! 

Our MPC youth will be joining hundreds of youth groups across the nation 
collecting non-perishable foods or monetary donations to benefit their local 
communities. The monetary donations received will be deposited into an account 
to purchase food at a later date.  The canned goods will be donated to Saint 
John's (down the road) in a collaborative effort for the Alea Bridge Program.   

So join the youth and vote for your team with your food item! Let’s see which team 
wins! (Of course everyone is a winner, especially the families you are helping. 
Mahalo!)

Patriots vs. Eagles
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QUARTERLY      NEWS: 
Our Potlucks in 2018 will be held on the following months: 

January, March, August & November 

Each Potluck will be held on the last Sunday of the month right after Sunday school at 
11:45 a.m., with the exception of the one in November. That month’s 

potluck will be held on the week before Thanksgiving.  

      So please mark your calendars and join us! 

                                

Coming Friday night March 2nd, 7 to 10 pm for all Ministry Team Leaders, and Saturday 
March 3rd, 8:30 to 12:00 noon for all MPC congregation members. PDC Coach Pastor 
Dave Minton from Olympia, Washington will be here at MPC! 

More information coming as we draw closer to that time. Please mark your calendars 
and finish reading book "Purpose Driven Church" or the PDC outline to have questions 
for Pastor Dave! Get Ready for PDC! 
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Front: Chris Chur, Tish Ashcraft, Kathryn Tingley, Trang Malone 
Back: Paul Kuehn, Jessica Hayashi, Rick Esteron & Wally Park. 

To thank all our volunteer teachers, the Christian Education Team hosted a Teacher Appreciation 
Luncheon on Sunday, January 21st. We had over 20 adults attend. It was not only a great time of fun 
and fellowship, but a small way to remind all our Children's Church and Sunday School teachers how 
much we appreciate them for everything that they do!  Mahalo nui loa!  

Teacher  
 Appreciation  
   Luncheon

Our keiki enjoying 
Children’s Church 
with Chris Chur.

Please visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/presbyte/ for additional photos and videos from our 
special events here at MPC, as well as an archive of previous PresByte Newsletters.  
Also, don’t forget to visit http://www.mpc-hi.org/videos/ for videos of Sunday services 
and links to Pastor Ron’s sermons.
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Board of Deacons 

Kathryn Tingley Moderator   
Rick Esteron Parish Coordinator 
(Vacant) Assistant Moderator 

DISTRICTS    
Stephanie Ching Red 
Jessica Hayashi Orange 
Charlene Storch Green 
Elliott Park Yellow  
Tish Ashcraft Pink 
Mary Cordial Blue 
Esther H. Kim Member-at-Large 
 (serving 2nd service) 

Session 
John Martin  Clerk of Session 

ELDERS  MINISTRY TEAM 
Wally Park  Christian Education 
Dion Houston  Christian Education 
Adam Davidson Congregational Life 
Margie Esteron Congregational Life 
Dave Keim  Outreach 
Young Kim  Outreach 
Russell Malone Finance & Facilities 
Wally Park  Finance & Facilities 
(Vacant)  Worship 
Daniel Kim  Worship 

Mililani Presbyterian Church 
                     Pastor Ronald K. Lee

Officers of MPC

If you have a praise to report or prayer request, you may email Trang Malone, 
our prayer coordinator, at trang.malone@yahoo.com.
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Mahalo to all who helped prepare and/or serve the food. We 
served 190 people and we had 13 volunteers to help serve. The 
River of Life managers always tell us how much they appreciate 
our commitment and service to the homeless and those 
experiencing financial challenges. The next River of Life Mission 
will be on Wednesday, March 28.



 2 Yehui Carr 
 2 Leigh Carr  
 4        Priscilla Ritchey
 8        Mary Cordial
 9        Sally Hastings 
11 Jim O’Hara 
12 Bob Burt 
13 Helen Yanamura

14 Daniel & Jessica Bullock 

14 Marshall & Priscilla Ritchey 

18 Barry & Song Lee 

18 Ron & Margie Lee 

25 Dick & Sally Hastings 

17       Karen Cabral 
20       Alexandria Cuizon 
20 Robert Fredriksen 
24       Betty Harrell 
27  Kaleo Ah Sam
27        Rich Brink 
27        Zachary Storch

Welcome home, Kay! 
Grace Horiuchi, June Honda,  
Kay DeWeese, Chris Chur

Welcome, Jay and Yuko! 
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