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A Month of Sundays! 
You won’t want to miss a single worship service in June! Each one is jam-packed 
with special emphasis. 

June 2     Out of Chaos - Hope!  In place of our regular sermon, our returning   
 Mission Trip Volunteers will share their experience in refurbishing houses this   
 past week in Baton Rouge, Louisiana with 10 others from Presbytery of the   
 Pacific churches. The Sacrament of Communion will still be the star of the   
 show, at 9:00 am service only, Rev. Michael Chang presiding. 

June 9     Pentecost Sunday  You are invited to wear red as we celebrate the   
 birthday of the Church (big C). Our special day offering will support new church 
 starts across the PC(USA) and a portion will help MPC think creatively about   
 youth and young adult ministry for our future. 

 Also, Presbyterian Foundation lawyer, Maggie Harmon, is visiting us from   
 California to talk about how estate planning can be part of our overall practice   
 of stewardship. Do you wonder what happens if you die without a will? Would   
 you like to keep financially supporting MPC going decades after your heartbeat 
 stops?  We’ve each got questions about our financial future. This is the chance 
 to see the questions as potential for ministry. Come learn some tips for making  
 or reviewing a steward’s lifetime legacy. Plan to stay on the lanai beyond   
 fellowship time.  (Don’t worry, there’s nothing to buy and no pressure to give!) 

June 23    Graduation Sunday  We honor our graduating high school seniors   
 with gifts of a Bible and our blessings for their future. Please let the church   
 office know of any MPC members or family who will have graduated GED, high 
 school, college, or post grad since last June. We’ll include all names in the   
 Sunday bulletin. 

 Also, on the lanai during fellowship time, the owner of the former Showers of   
 Blessing bookstore will host a resource table.  Come looking for gifts,   
 devotional aids, there’s something for everyone. He still has inventory and would   
 like to offer our members one free item with additional items for just a donation. Now   
 that’s a blessing indeed! 

June 30 Baekseok University Singers  Musicians on a mission trip will offer us a  
 concert of praise songs, complete with traditional Korean instruments. Come   
 hear their witness to a lively faith. Baekseok University, enrollment 15,000, is a  
 private Christian institution of higher education, located in Cheonan City, in   
 northern South Chungcheong province, South Korea.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheonan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chungcheongnam-do
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheonan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chungcheongnam-do
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
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Many of you have heard me say that my 100-year-old 
mother lives in a nursing home on the mainland near my 
only sibling. But you likely don’t know the latest. After a 
medical emergency she is now under Hospice, receiving 
only palliative care. That means she is “actively dying,” 
and in the time between my writing of this article and your 
seeing the published newsletter, it is likely she will have 
passed from this life to the next. 

So, let me tell you what some of the blessings of this 
experience are. To start, my parents sat us down decades 

ago and told us about their wills and living wills. We were too young to want to think about the 
passing of a generation, but they blessed us by thinking through their values, wants and needs 
and then following through with their plans. 

Another blessing:  my sister and I have agreed to follow our parents’ wishes. That means my 
sister is the “decider.” She is the one who lives close by and holds the medical power of attorney 
and I know, from nearly 40 years as a pastor watching families walk this final vigil, that the best 
blessing I can be to the situation is to support her reasoning ability. Her every hard choice gets 
my gratitude. “It’s time for no more blood transfusions? OK, thank you.”  “You are meeting with 
Hospice? OK, good for you.” 

Does that mean there are no points of friction or disagreement? No. Certainly not. Especially 
because end of life issues aren’t contained within our sisterhood. There are our spouses and her 
cousins, grandchildren and a great-grandchild. We each see things from the viewpoint of our 
relationship with her, and our relationship with the journey of dying. But we have the blessing of 
knowing just exactly what Margaret Ryan wants by way of funeral arrangements. Nothing, really.  
And we aren’t all happy about that. But it is a blessing that we can say we will unite around what 
she wants. 

So, my friends, all of this is to ask you if you have had those conversations with your family or 
your executor or your friends. What do you want medically, morally, if and when you can no longer 
speak for yourself? How do you want your life to be celebrated? What will be your financial 
legacy? Your spiritual legacy? 

On June 9 we’ll have a chance to hear from Maggie Harmon, on staff at the Presbyterian 
Foundation tell us how stewardship decisions in our adult years can create tangible blessings for 
the church fellowship and the family we leave behind. Later this summer I’ll invite speakers from 
Kokua Mau, Hawaii’s palliative care professionals, to guide our ability to begin “the conversation” 
with those we love. 

Please come, even if these events take you out of your comfort zone.  I have every confidence 
they will help you become a blessing when it’s needed most. 

On the journey, 

Pastor Jayne



The PresByte                                        Page 3

YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL GIVING SUMMARY  
As of:  April 30, 2019 

GENERAL OFFERING 
(Envelopes + Loose)

PROJECTED 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – April 30, 2019 $42,663 $42,448 (-1%) $216

BUILDING FUND PROJECTED 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – April 30, 2019 $11,817 $12,694 (+7%) $877

• GIVING UPDATE:  2019 projected giving is right on as both our General Offering and Building 
Funds are above projections. PTL!! I pray this trend will continue. 

• Facility Update:   The newly formed F&F Subcommittee has met three times and is beginning to 
make progress with a host of actions which include: (a) Creating our first ever Reserve Study; (b) 
Hiring a Design/Architect to help us capture our bigger projects which require permitting as well 
with smaller projects which need some additional research and discussions prior to contracting; (c) 
plans to replace our Worship Center chairs and refinish the Worship Center floor and, (d) plans to 
rehab the women’s adult bathroom. Other projects are either ongoing or soon will be so stay tuned 
for more information. Thanks to our Subcommittee Team members: Elders Dan Ashcraft, John 
Toillion, Wally Park and Darrell Ching and Frank and Zachary Storch, Hugh Lee, Becky Gustafson, 
Jim O’Hara, and Rev. Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa. 

A Summertime Makeover for the Worship Center! 

The church Session has just approved a plan to refinish the floor and replace 150 sanctuary chairs. 
Have you noticed all the wear and tear? The Facilities and Finance Mission Team will oversee this 
project and its fundraising effort. Here it is in a nutshell. 

June 9 and 16     Sample chairs borrowed from another church will allow you an up-close look at the 
quality and style we’re after. Come “kick the tires,” so to speak. We will have color swatches available 
on those days so you can “vote” for your favorite.   

June and July     Cost per chair is $75. Donations will be sought to reach our goal 150 chairs. Of 
course, we are open to gifts of any amount. 

July or August     While we wait for the chairs to be manufactured and shipped, professionals will strip 
and restore the sanctuary’s original wood floor. While it cures, we’ll meet for worship on the lanai. 
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The women’s retreat was held at Kay DeWeese’s lovely beach front home on Sat. May 18. The 
theme was Jesus is my Rock so our craft session involved painting rocks with flowers & 
inspirational messages led by Charlene Storch. We enjoyed an awesome potluck lunch 
together. Devotionals were led by Pastor Jayne along with music, & centered prayer was taught 
by Kay DeWeese. It was a wonderful retreat organized by Margie Esteron & her committee. 

Women’s Retreat
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The preschoolers enjoyed the taiko drum performers that came to 
MPP! They loved it when they got a turn on the drums! 

    Our condolences go to Rich Brink upon the passing of his wife, Cecile. Church friends remember her fondly 
as a member of the Thursday morning Bible Study and a friendly registrar at Vacation Bible School. 
 

    Cecile and Rich split their time between Hawaii and Florida, where her last memories were of a joyous 
Easter Sunday in church and a holiday meal in her home. 

    A memorial service to honor Cecile Brink will be held on Thursday, June 13 at 9:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

In Memoriam: Cecile Brink



Board of Deacons 

Charlene Storch Moderator   
Jessica Hayashi Parish Coordinator 
(Vacant) Assistant Moderator 

DISTRICTS    
Stephanie Ching Red 
Betty Harrell Orange 
Sally Hastings Green 
Elliott Park Yellow  
Tish Ashcraft Pink 
Mary Cordial Blue 
Esther H. Kim Member-at-Large 
 (serving 2nd service) 

Session 
John Martin  Clerk of Session 

ELDERS  MINISTRY TEAM 
Wally Park  Christian Education 
Darrell Ching  Christian Education 
Adam Davidson Congregational Life 
Margie Esteron Congregational Life 
Dave Keim  Outreach 
Dan Ashcraft  Finance & Facilities 
John Toillion  Finance & Facilities 
John Toillion  Worship 
Daniel Kim  Worship 

Mililani Presbyterian Church 
            Transitional Pastor Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa

Officers of MPC

If you have a praise to report or prayer request, you may 
email Rich Gordon, our prayer coordinator, at  

rhenrygordon@gmail.com.
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PRESBYTERY OF THE PACIFIC MISSION TRIP  
Prayers were offered for John Toillion, Jim O'Hara, Darrell Ching, & Dan Ashcraft during their work with 
10 others from the Pacific Presbytery repairing flood damaged homes in Baton Rouge.
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And Bittersweet Farewells 

The congregation said aloha ‘oe to Patti and 
Peter Jenks on May 19, and will offer fond 
farewells to Esther and Young Kim on June 9, 
and the Houston family on June 30. 

8 Richie Detheridge
8 Terri Keim
8 Juliana Seneca
9 Adam Davidson
10 June Honda
14 Stephanie Ching
18 Todd Jackson
27 Alicya Burt

 4 Chayson & Emily Seneca
13 Daniel & Joanne Kim
15 Bob & Hiromi Burt
17 Peter & Michelle Emerson
27 Mike & Linda Tam
29 Hal & Edith Hobbs


