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             Strong Roots, New Branches: 
     Future Focused Church Conversation  

  How will we prepare for a Pastor Nominating Committee   
   and the search for a new Pastor? 

It’s the question on everyone’s mind now that we have 
settled into our transitional time and are looking at the 

future prospects of Mililani Presbyterian Church. 

Our first task is to gather input from church members, finding a common core of 
strengths and concerns that will point the way to the type of Pastor we need to 
seek. That’s where you come in! Clear your calendar for these important dates: 

November 18—Once you turn in your Faith-Promise of financial support for 
2019 you will receive a packet asking you to identify your top ten pastoral skills 
which are essential for the next five years at MPC. 

November 25—Special All Church Conversation  9:00 am-- noon 
      We’ll hold only one worship service at 9:00 am.   
      Hear a report from Pastor Jayne about her perspective on the congregation’s   
      present situation and workable goals for our transition ministry. 
     Take a Church Life Survey and state your affirmations and areas of concern. 
     Work toward reachable improvements in 2019 at table groups after fellowship.   

December 2, 9, 16—An additional Adult Education class on the lanai will explore 
what is different about the climate of church in the 21st Century.  We’ll gain some 
perspective on external cultural forces and how they affect our efforts to attract 
and retain worship guests and new members. 

January’s Annual Meeting—We’ll elect a Pastor Nominating Committee. If you 
would like to learn about what serving on that committee entails, please contact 
Elder Adam Davidson. 
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Annual Stewardship Appeal 

Watch for a letter from me in the mail this week.  Use it as your 
first prompt to pray about your desire to support the church you 
love in 2019 through a financial Faith-Promise. 

A second letter, in early November, will hold a Faith-Promise 
pledge card for you to return to the church on or before Pledge 
Sunday, November 18, when we will consecrate our stewardship 

commitments for the coming year. 

What is a Faith-Promise?  It is a pledge of financial support for the coming year made in 
such a way that the church knows you have made a commitment, but cannot tie the dollars 
committed to a specific donor. The church only knows the total dollar amount of all 
promised offerings. 

Why make a Faith-Promise? God is concerned about every aspect of your life, including 
how you use 100% of the financial blessings you receive.  MPC puts the focus on how you 
value your relationship to God, not on how many dollars our church needs to operate.  If 
all of us are serious about giving your best response to God’s claim on our lives, the 
church will not want for financial support. 

Why does our church use this stewardship method?  We respect your privacy and we 
know it takes every member and friend of the church to keep the congregation on good 
financial footing.  We will only budget for staff and other expenses to the extent that 
income from your Faith-Promises will allow.  We trust God to be working in your life, and 
we trust you to prayerfully consider your responsibilities to the church. 

What if I can’t foresee my financial needs in the coming year?  Trust the process and 
earnestly pray about what would make a joyous and generous gift, not one that would jeopardize 
your security. Even if your gift appears small to you, it will give the church a realistic view of how to 
budget. When we make a commitment we are much more likely to follow through on our word.  
Don’t leave it to chance: walk in faith, keep your promise. If need be, Faith-Promise amounts may 
be lowered or raised throughout the year. 

We’ll be learning a new song to sing during our stewardship appeal. It goes like this: 
Lord, you are more precious than silver, 
Lord, you are more costly than gold. 
Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds, 
And nothing I desire compares to You. 

We know that’s true.  Let’s show it through our Faith-Promises. 

Pastor Jayne 

P.S. I’ll ask for traveling mercy prayers for November 7-17 as I travel to a Presbytery of the Pacific 
meeting in Los Angeles, a quick trip to see my mother in West Virginia, and a week of continuing 
education at Union Seminary in Richmond, Virginia.
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YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL GIVING SUMMARY  
(As of September 30, 2018) 

GENERAL OFFERING 
(Envelopes + Loose)

BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – September 30, 2018 $117,299 $99,863.66 (-15%) $17,435

BUILDING FUND BUDGET 
(A)

RECEIVED 
(B)

DIFFERENCE 
(A-B)

(Year-to-Date) 
January 1 – September 30, 2018 $27,643 $27,250 (-2%) $393

Thanksgiving Potluck 
Nov 18, 2018 

11:45 
Please join us for MPC’s annual Thanksgiving Potluck as we give thanks for our many blessings.  

    Attendance and menu sign-ups begin Nov 4th during fellowship.     
    Please consider signing up to bring either a turkey or ham.  
    We will need 2 turkeys and 2 hams along with other Thanksgiving  
    food favorites.

As most of you know, we are heading into the time of year where you start hearing the word 
"Stewardship". Growing up in small town Iowa, I first heard this word in conjunction with fall 
harvesting of corn and beans and hearing that many of the farmers in our church made 
commitments to give at least a 10th of their crop profits to the church to acknowledge what God 
had given to them. This is also a time when we here at MPC look to see how our finances are as 
we head into the final two months of 2018. As you can see above we are down 10% in giving 
from what was projected. As we all know, it is not cheap to live in Hawaii; but I believe we also 
understand the need to support our church ministries - not just for building needs but also for our 
many outreach ministries focused on reaching out and welcoming in those who have yet to 
know Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. I would ask that we continue to pray for God's 
wisdom and guidance to see how we can make up this deficit by the end of 2018.  
P.S. I will be sending out my annual Stewardship Letter the week of November 12 which will 
include your 2019 "Faith Promise" Pledge Cards along with Session’s initial projections for our 
2018 Budget. 

Note:  A money counter is needed for the 3rd Sunday each month. If you are able to serve in this 
capacity, please contact Charlene Storch or John Toillion.
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Give Aloha Top 100! 

What a surprise! Mililani Presbyterian Church and Preschool found itself invited to 
Foodland’s celebration to honor the top 100 donor organizations that supported Give 
Aloha, its annual community matching gifts program. Elder John Toillion represented 
us all and noted we topped our best effort! Contributions from the church and 
preschool totaled $4,296, Foodland and Western Union upped that by donating 
$886.26 for our grand total of $5,182.26. 

New Preschool Director Announced 
   
In worship on Sunday, October 21 the congregation welcomed Catherine ”Cat” Awong as 
our new Mililani Presbyterian Preschool Director. Pastor Jayne relayed that the 
Preschool Oversight Committee received 10 applications, interviewed two candidates 
and that “Cat” Awong stood head and shoulders above the rest. She received her 
Master’s degree from Chaminade University with Summa Cum Laude honors. “Cat” 
Awong has 20 years’ experience in faith-based education, the last nine as head of St. 
John’s Catholic Preschool. Her start date is November 1. 



PARENTS & YOUTH – PLEASE NOTE: 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES FOR  

 November 2018

Next Youth Meeting is on November 11th, @ 12 noon!  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On November 11th, Chris Chur will be leading a special 
Adult Sunday School Class titled, "How to Become a Better 
Listener." The class will meet in Pastor's Office at 10:30 a.m.

On Oct. 21st, MPC had our Annual Staff & Teacher Commissioning Sunday. 

Addition to Adult Ed in December 
Save your Sundays in December for an Adult Study on the lanai. Chris Chur and 
Pastor Jayne will lead a three week series to help us explore the changing terrain of 
church in the 21st Century. Watch for more detail in bulletins and mid-week emails. 

Richard Hites will continue to lead an adult study group in the Conference Room. 
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You are cordially invited to attend our 

Annual Christmas Dinner

Leilehua Golf Club House 

December 2nd at 5:30 p.m.

Theme:  “Jesus – Hope of the World” 

 In lieu of the gift exchange, we will be supporting “Salvation Army’s Angel Tree”.

If interested, please pick-up an Angel Tag when you register. 

Menu
  Roast Beef w/ Mushroom Gravy

Sauteed Catch of the Day w/ Fire Roasted Red Pepper Pesto
Roasted Herb Chicken w/Brown Gravy

Rice
Roasted Garlic Herb Red Potatoes

Vegetable Du Jour
Mixed Green Salad/ Macaroni Salad

Butter Rolls
Assorted Desserts

The cost is $25 per person.  

(Scholarships are available upon request.)

There will be games, prizes & music!  

Childcare upon request at the church (for nominal fee) 
Sign-up on the lanai after church: Nov 4th, 11h, 18h, and 25h

or contact:
Adam Davidson @ 488-6307; Margie Esteron @623-9194



PC(USA) Giving Catalog 
What do you give the person who has everything?  How about the satisfaction that their gift 
has been routed to help others with greater needs?   
Pick up a copy of this season’s PC(USA) Giving Catalog just inside the office double doors 
and be inspired make a difference with a donation that can purchase refugee food baskets, 
water filters for Flint, Michigan, or trees for food and reforestation. Hundreds of ideas, 
some as low as $10, will help you and your family capture the Reason for the Season. 

Angel Tree Project 
This year as part of our Christmas celebration with a focus on hope, MPC 
will be supporting the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Project, which brings 
some measure of hope to Oahu’s families in need. Christmas Tree 
“ornaments” describing the needs of a child or kupuna in need will be 
available following services starting in mid November. Please pick one 
or more up and provide a new, unwrapped gift that matches the need 
(gift bags in lieu of wrapping are fine). Gifts may be delivered to the 
church office. The last opportunity to donate will be at our Christmas 
dinner. The next day Congregational Life Ministry will deliver all 
received gifts to the Salvation Army’s Kroc Center. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, December 2 at 6:30 pm 
Be sure to invite your family and friends to join you at this festive Christmas Carol sing-a 
long! As in years’ past, we will decorate the worship center with holiday décor, learn about 
the religious meaning behind the symbols of the season, and sing our way into the season 
of Advent. Stay for light refreshments. 

Sunday, December 23, Christmas Family Worship 
Just a heads up to families and choir members.  Mark your calendar for a special Sunday 
holiday worship experience on the Sunday before Christmas.  In this year of transition we 
will not hold a Children’s Christmas Pageant or a Choir Cantata, but don’t worry! We’ll have 
special music from our children and youth, a choir to lead Christmas carols, and a chance 
to find that holiday glow. Children will practice their parts during Children’s Church and 
Sunday School during December. 
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Christmas is Around the Corner!



Calling all (Amazon) shoppers! 
If we told you that nearly every purchase you make at amazon.com could reap a 
donation to Mililani Presbyterian Church without costing you a penny more—would it 
make you smile? 
Amazon support charities just like us through what they call AmazonSmile.  Get started 
at smile.amazon.com. 

What is AmazonSmile?  
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable 
organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll 
find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to 
your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from over one million organizations to 
support - so please select Mililani Presbyterian Church and Preschool. 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?  
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer 
or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even 
easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?  
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible 
products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring 
Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?  
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile.  

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?  
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases. 
  
Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile?  
Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you.  
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http://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi


The PresByte                                        Page 9

ADOPT-A-PARK SUMMARY 

Mahalo nui loa to the 14 folks (MPC, MPP & Mililani Restaurant) who turned out on Saturday, 
October 20 for our second of the year Kipapa Park clean up which included raking, pressure 
washing and cleaning bathrooms. Our biggest project involved painting HECO's large storage 
building that had been marked with graffiti. Painting was also done inside and outside the bathrooms 
as well as another electrical box. The playground area was also pressure washed and cleaned. 
(Note: Look for an article with pictures in an upcoming MIDWEEK newspaper.)  

Last but not least, since this event is combined with our monthly 
MPC Work Day our faithful servant, Dave Lucas, took care of 
cleaning out the Worship Center chair backs and refilling the prayer 
cards and Love Offering envelopes. Our next scheduled Work Day 
is Saturday, November 17 when we plan to spruce up the Worship 
Center for the holidays. 

Dave Lucas

John Toillion and Mililani Restaurant Manager, Michael Chan

Rev. Jayne, Cheryl Horton, Leilani Kim, Cristina Stiles Dave Keim & Darrell Ching
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Cheryl Horton

Michael Chan & Rev. Jayne

Cristina Stiles & Leilani Kim

Bill Horton, Tom Arnold & Dan Ashcraft

Rich Gordon & Michael Chan



Board of Deacons 

Charlene Storch Moderator   
Jessica Hayashi Parish Coordinator 
(Vacant) Assistant Moderator 

DISTRICTS    
Stephanie Ching Red 
Betty Harrell Orange 
Charlene Storch Green 
Elliott Park Yellow  
Tish Ashcraft Pink 
Mary Cordial Blue 
Esther H. Kim Member-at-Large 
 (serving 2nd service) 

Session 
John Martin  Clerk of Session 

ELDERS  MINISTRY TEAM 
Wally Park  Christian Education 
Adam Davidson Congregational Life 
Margie Esteron Congregational Life 
Dave Keim  Outreach 
Young Kim  Outreach 
Dan Ashcraft  Finance & Facilities 
(Vacant)  Finance & Facilities 
John Toillion  Worship 
Daniel Kim  Worship 

Mililani Presbyterian Church 
            Transitional Pastor Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa

Officers of MPC

If you have a praise to report or prayer request, you 
may email Rich Gordon, our prayer coordinator, at 

rhenrygordon@gmail.com.

Veterans Day Guest Preacher 

CH (LTC) Peter Strong, Deputy Command Chaplain for the 9th Mission Support 
Command at Fort Shafter, Hawaii will lead worship at Mililani Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, November 11.   

Chaplain Strong is an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA).  He has 
served 21 years in the military, first in the Navy then transferring to the Army.  Who 
better to step into our pulpit on Veterans Day? 
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15 Dion & Mari Houston
21 Steve & Eunju Wingrove
24 John & Diana Toillion

5 Danilynn Bullock
8 Sukza Yoo
9 Jacob Tong Hayashi
9 Jackie Hites
11 Ron Dickson
12 Diana Toillion
13 John Martin
14 Gene Rittenhouse
14 Lani Malone

15 Alice Smith
19 Eugenia Woodward
20 Suk Ran Cho
20 Linda Tam
26 Connor Hall
26 Phil Wright
27 John Toillion
27 Joshua White
28 Lucas Wingrove
30 Patti Jenks

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

Thank you for your generous support of this PC(USA) special offering. $447.00 was 
raised which will be split between the Presbytery of the Pacific, Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and the MaaSAE Girls Lutheran Secondary School, in honor of Kay DeWeese’s 
missionary work. 

Compassion in Times of Emergency 

Church members who find themselves in urgent financial need can request a 
one-time grant from the Deacon’s Fund. In the past it has been used to assist 
with utilities or rental deposits. Please speak privately to Pastor Jayne if you 
have a need and she will advocate on your behalf.
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