
                           SERMON “JESUS THE KING OF RISK” 

                (Luke 23:33-43 Preached at MPC on November 20th, 2016) 

This Sunday is our pledge Sunday but on our church calendar this is “Christ the King” 

Sunday.  You would think that the scripture today would portray Christ the King as 

resplendent in all of God’s heavenly glory—sitting high atop a holy Mountain like Mt. 

Sinai— seated on His richly appointed jewel encrusted throne wearing a crown with gold 

and precious gems.  Jesus would be attended by all His angels—with all creation 

proclaiming his praise!   

But Jesus did not ascend to a high mountain or sit on a kingly throne to reign over us 

like so many earthly kings did.  Jesus descended from above and came down to earth to 

“risk” and give his life for us—to reign in our hearts to receive by faith, the eternal gift of 

God’s grace to live forever with Him in a peaceful heavenly paradise. 

Have you ever thought about why people climb mountains, especially high ones?  There 

are probably many different reasons. Some like to be outside to admire the beauty of a 

majestic mountain? Some want to take it a step further to accept the ultimate challenge 

of reaching top and seeing the world from the highest pinnacle or view.  SHOW PIC OF 

MT. EVEREST! 

Mount Everest is the tallest mountain in the world, 29,035 feet.  It is much, much taller 

than anything you have ever seen or can even imagine.  Many experienced climbers have 

accepted that challenge and they all have had a difficult time reaching the top— it is very 

cold up there and storms rise with high winds without warning— there may be an 

avalanche where a large amount of snow suddenly cascades down the mountain.  At the 

top of Mount Everest there is not enough oxygen so climbers have a difficult time 

breathing.  Many people have died trying to climb to the summit. Why do you think a 

person would choose to do something so risky?   

We could ask Jesus that same question about making a choice so risky for himself.  Why 

would Jesus choose to risk everything and be willing to die for us?  The reason for his 

choice is simple—Jesus loves us so completely and unconditionally and wants the best 

for us.  Because of his choice to obey and follow God's master plan, Jesus became our 

only access and connection to God our Father—Jesus is the King of Risk!   



But our Gospel lesson for today doesn’t say Jesus risked his life to die for us because of  

love—the opening text says: "When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 

crucified (Jesus) there with the criminals—one on the right and the other on the left" (v. 

33).  "They crucified (Jesus) there."  Four short words.  "They crucified (Jesus) there." 

 The story isn't about Jesus on one of his best days, but on his worst day: 

Not at the top, but at the bottom. In the company, not of angels, but of common 

criminals.  Not sitting on a throne but hanging on a cross.  That makes no sense, really—

no sense for Christ the King Sunday.  While kings are sometimes defeated in battle or 

betrayed by their friends, that isn't how we think of them.  That isn't how we celebrate 

them.  We celebrate and remember kings for their victories—not their defeats.  We 

celebrate them for their power—not their weakness. 

That's how the people of Jesus' day had it figured.  Luke tells us that the religious 

leaders, who had often felt the stinging bite of Jesus' tongue, scoffed at him.  They said: 

"He saved others.  Let him save himself, IF this is the Christ of God, his chosen one!" (v. 

35) Likewise the Roman soldiers mocked Jesus, saying: "IF you are the King of the Jews, 

save yourself!” 

Don't miss that word IF!  When they said IF, they meant, "Prove yourself, you phony!" 

Even one of the criminals derided Jesus, saying:  "IF you are the Christ, save yourself 

and us!”  That could have been a legitimate request, but Luke tells us that the thief 

intended it as an insult.  How, after all, could anyone hanging on a cross save anyone! 

Like us, these people found it difficult to imagine a king without power—a Lord without 

fancy trappings—a God on a cross.  When I say that we have trouble imagining a God on 

a cross, that's only partially true.  We've grown up with pictures of Jesus on the cross, so 

we aren't surprised by that image.  But a God on a cross should surprise us!   

If you were drawing up a plan to save the world, would you do it that way—by having  

your son stripped naked and killed before an unfriendly crowd—suffering a humiliating 

death?  I seriously doubt it! If someone asked you to work up a plan to save the world, 



what would your plan look like?  What would you be willing to risk or sacrifice to scale a 

mountain so high you could die? 

Andrew Carnegie the wealthy steel industrialist of the 19th century, donated money to 

build libraries.  Carnegie was one of the richest men in the world.  He knew that if he left 

his money for others to spend, much of it would be wasted.  He wanted to do something 

significant with his huge fortune.  He knew that he couldn't save the world, but he 

wanted to do what he could—so he donated money to build libraries.  Towns across our 

nation built libraries with Carnegie's money.  Today we have libraries in cities all over 

the country because Carnegie got the ball rolling.  That was how Carnegie did his bit to 

save the world—he risked his money and wealth. 

Bill Gates has lots of money too.  In the beginning of his great rise to fame and fortune 

as co-founder of Microsoft in 1975, he was driven to making that company great!  I’ve 

always admired Bill Gates and just the other day while rummaging through stuff to get 

rid of, I discovered my Microsoft System Engineer certificate signed by Bill Gates 

himself—a lot of good and bad memories flooded back when I worked at IBM in Raleigh 

Tech Park in the late 1990’s.   

But In 2000, Bill and his wife Melinda Gates with Warren Buffet on the board, launched 

BMGF, the largest private foundation in the world!  Bill has shifted his focus to devote 

himself to his foundation—and has been using his money to save the world—although he 

probably wouldn't put it that way.  His foundation has donated billions of dollars to 

solving health problems in the Third World.  Bill has tackled problems that the big drug 

companies have sidestepped, because Third World people can't afford expensive drugs. 

Problems, like malaria, for instance!  Lots of people still die every year from malaria. 

 Many of them are children.  Gates has given hundreds of millions of dollars for research 

to cure malaria.  He has given money to solve other Third World health problems too.  I 

don't suppose that he thinks that he can save the world, but he surely thinks that he can 

make a difference! I believe his foundation has made a tremendous difference to 

enhance healthcare and reduce poverty globally!  I admire Bill Gates for the way that he 

is risking and trying to use his money to save the world!   



What would you do if you had fifty billion dollars?  How would you use it?  How would 

you go about trying to save the world?  Would you build more schools?  Would you give 

money for cancer research?  For heart research?  What would you do?  Paul Allen, 

another Microsoft billionaire, built Experience Music Project in Seattle—a shrine to rock 

music in general and Jimi Hendrix.  Allen has devoted his life to making money and to 

spending it on sports teams and yachts and such. There are many like him in the world. 

You must excuse me if I am more impressed with Bill Gates and his foundation.   

I hope that you don't think that I am digressing from the story of Jesus.  I just wanted  

you to think for a moment how you might try to save the world.  Most of us never 

thought about that very much—why? Because we don't have what it takes to save the 

world—and we know it.  We don't have fifty billion dollars—or anything close. We don’t 

need fifty billion dollars to save the world—we need a Savior, unless you're a member of 

Congress!  For Congress, fifty billion is a rounding error.  Congress spends trillions 

trying to save the world.  Let’s continue to pray for our president and congress on that 

matter! 

But God shows us a different way through His word.  John 3:16 says, “To save the world, 

God sent his only Son Jesus to die on a cross.”  First, God sent him to live among us—to 

show us how to live—to teach us—to love us.  Then God risked the life of his precious 

Son to die for us.  That was God's way of telling us, "This is how much I love you." 

In just a few minutes, with the help of elder Brother John T, I’m going to ask you to 

come forward with your pledge cards for this pledge card Sunday.  I’ve been talking 

about Dale Carnegie and Bill Gates, super wealthy people who risked and used their 

wealth to make a difference to save the world.  I would ask each of your to prayerfully 

consider how your pledges can make a difference in someone’s life in the world today 

through our church right here in Mililani. 

Your pledges help support MPP our pre-school ministry and MPC—the church of the 

open doors to remain “open” to continue sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ along with 

our sister congregations— your pledges help impact our local and global communities 

through worship, fellowship, offerings, service, continuing Christian education, and 

outreach to River of Life and Kipapa Elementary and a host of other ministries. 



Is Christ the king of your life?  Do you have faith in him?  Do you try to do what he 

wants you to do?  Christ will not impose himself on you.  He will be your king only if you 

let him.  All around the world today, people are worshiping Jesus:  And the reason that 

we worship Jesus is he loves us so much he risked and gave his life us—He is our Savior

—He transforms our lives—Jesus saves us from fear and temptation.  He sends us in 

new directions—shows us new ways to climb the high mountains of life without risk!   

Jesus has given us something to live for—something to hope for.  And so, we love him—

we worship him— we make him our king. We place Jesus on the throne of our hearts.    

Some years ago, Bobby Richardson, the famous New York Yankee second baseman, 

offered this prayer.  He said: "Dear God, Your will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing 

else.  My friends, give willingly, give generously and cheerfully back to God because He 

first loved us.  May our church and all God’s people be blessed today!  Amen!   

Let us pray! 


