
 “BY YOUR ENDURANCE OF FAITH, YOU WILL WIN YOUR SOULS” 

                  (Luke 21:5-19 Preached at MPC on November 13th, 2016) 

After listening to our Gospel lesson this morning, we and many Christians may ask 

today, "What does this have to do with me?"  Jesus talks about the temple in Jerusalem. 

 That was truly an impressive building but so long ago— we've gotten along quite well 

without the temple for the last two thousand years. 

But then Jesus talks about persecution.  We know the Romans threw Christians to the 

lions, but that's old news too.  Again, what does this text have to do with us?  This text, 

in fact, has a great deal to do with us.  Jesus told the disciples that they would see 

terrible times.  He told them that they would be arrested—and persecuted—and 

imprisoned—and handed over to the authorities. 

But Jesus went on to tell his disciples that those terrible times would provide them with 

opportunities to witness to their faith.  He went on to tell them that God was with them. 

 He said, "By your endurance you will win your lives— “You will win your souls.” (Luke 

21:19). 

Most of us have never been persecuted for our faith.  Hopefully, most of us never will. 

 But Christian discipleship challenges the ways of the world.  Christian discipleship 

causes trouble:  If we practice true discipleship, we will make some people 

uncomfortable. If we practice true discipleship, we might have to tell friends that we 

cannot participate in their fun. 

If we practice true discipleship, we might have to tell supervisors that we cannot in good 

conscience carry out their orders—like cook the books for tax season.  If we practice true 

discipleship, we might find ourselves at odds with the people we care about most.  When 

those things happen, we will have paid a price for our faith, but we will have 

nevertheless had a significant witness for Christ. 

But Jesus wasn't talking about just losing friends or a job.  Jesus was talking about 

people ARRESTING Christians.  He was talking about PERSECUTION.  He was talking 

about IMPRISONMENT.  We haven't experienced those things, and have trouble 

imagining that we might.  We know that the Romans executed Christians two thousand 

years ago in the Coliseum—many of us have traveled to Rome and witnessed the scene 



of where this atrocity took place.  We know that the Nazis persecuted Christians in 

Germany.  They arrested Christians— sent Christians to concentration camps—tortured 

Christians—executed Christians. 

We know that Communists persecuted Christians in the Soviet Union and China.  They 

arrested Christians—sent Christians to gulags and reeducation camps.  They murdered 

Christians.  But we can't imagine that those things will ever happen today to us? Church 

is a place where we gather to worship God in peace—to fellowship with other brothers 

and sisters in Christ by sharing a meal on Potluck Sunday or in our Alpha Classes.   

But the fact is that more Christians were martyred in the twentieth century than in the 

first century—and the twenty-first century is on track to be even worse.    The fact is that, 

around the world, Christians are suffering and dying every day for their faith.  The 

missionary organization, “Open Doors”, estimates that 100 million Christians face 

persecution today in countries like Pakistan and Saudi Arabia—100 million Christians. 

Communist countries have promoted atheism and have done everything possible to 

persuade children and young people to abandon the church—and they are still doing so 

today.  China has made great strides economically, but they make life for Christians 

quite difficult.  Thousands of Chinese Christians have been sentenced to reeducation 

camps for the crimes of attending prayer meetings or Bible studies. 

Retired Pope Benedict said that Christians constitute the most persecuted group in the 

world TODAY.  Pope Francis labelled the persecution of Christians TODAY as a form of 

genocide.  Muslim countries where Christians are actively persecuted include Iraq, Iran, 

Syria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, and the United Arab 

Emirates.  In Saudi Arabia, Muslims who convert to Christianity are subject to execution 

if they refuse to recant. 

CNN reported that 2015 was the most violent year for persecution of Christians in 

modern history.  It said that Christians were being persecuted at—"a level akin to ethnic 

cleansing."  Ethnic cleansing is what we call the Holocaust—when the Nazis tried to kill 

all the Jews.  7,100 Christians died for their faith in 2015.  Millions more suffered 

persecution.  Even though the U.S. has opened the door to Cuba, Castro is still 

persecuting Christians. The list goes on and on and on and on. 



We would like to think that we are exempt, but we're not.  9/11 was the opening shot of a 

different kind of war against the United States—a war of random attacks and violence—

but it was also the opening shot of a religious war against Christians.  The Islamic State, 

ISIS has carried out terrorist attacks in France and Belgium and the UK, and Europe 

faces what security services call a "new normal" of threats and disruptions of public 

events. 

Jesus said, "They will lay their hands on YOU and will persecute YOU" (v. 12), but then 

he said that the persecution will give us an opportunity to witness to our faith (v. 13). 

Persecuted Christians have given powerful testimony to their faith.  A Christian who acts 

in faith in the face of persecution becomes a powerful witness—a world-changing 

witness. 

Nicolas Berdyaev (pronounced BERD-jai-ev) was a Russian who had been a Marxist 

long before the 1917 Russian Revolution.  But he later abandoned Marxism to become a 

Christian.  Berdyaev's grave in Clamart, France is marked by a large, prominent cross. 

Berdyaev explained why he gave up Marxism to embrace Christianity.  His move to 

Christianity wasn't the result of reading the Bible.  It was the result of his brief 

encounter with a woman known as Mother Maria. 

Berdyaev was in a concentration camp where the Nazis were murdering Jews.  He saw a 

distraught mother refuse to part with her baby, so that both mother and daughter were 

going to die.  But when Maria saw that the Nazi officer was interested only in the correct 

numbers, she pushed that mother aside and took her place.  The mother and her baby 

were allowed to live, and Maria died in their stead.  In taking that mother's place, Maria 

showed Berdyaev what it means to be a Christian what it means to love God and 

neighbor.  Maria's witness on that terrible day caused Berdyaev to turn away from 

Marxism and toward the cross. 

This past Friday November 11th was Veterans Day—a federal holiday to celebrate all 

veterans of all wars who have served in of our armed forces.  Memorial Day celebrates 

those who have given their lives in service to our country.  In a timely tribute to all our 

veterans, just the week before on November 2nd, Mel Gibson released his epic war film 

“Hacksaw Ridge.”   

Margie and I saw it last Monday evening and I must provide a serious warning or 



caution—this is not a movie for children to see even with adults.  The battle scenes are 

very graphic and way too intense even for adult viewing—combat vets who have seen the 

movie say it pretty much describes what they went through.  But the film’s real story 

transcends the reality of a blood soaked battlefield in Okinawa and focuses on a man’s 

battle with his faith in God—a man’s “endurance of faith” that literally saved his life and 

the lives and souls of many of his fallen comrades. 

The true story takes place on the island of Okinawa—it has been referred to as the 

bloodiest battle in the Pacific Theatre—casualties from both sides surpassed 150,000 

but tragically, the battle also claimed another 150,000 lives from the civilian local 

population.  All within this scene of horrific death and destruction emerges a sliver of 

goodness and God’s saving grace. 

Private Desmond T. Doss, a devout member of the Seven Day Adventist Church and 

conscientious objector from Virginia enlists as a medic—he refuses to carry a rifle—he is 

armed only with his Bible and his faith in God!  Dos’s faith and courage were forged 

early while growing up in Lynchburg Va.  He was guided all through his years by a 

framed poster of the Ten Commandments and the Lord's Prayer that his father bought 

at an auction that poster depicted Cain holding a club with the slain Abel beneath him. 

"And when I looked at that picture, I came to the Sixth Commandment, 'Thou shalt not 

kill,' " Mr. Doss tells in his book "Beyond Glory," an oral history of Medal of Honor 

winners, "I wondered, how in the world could a brother do such a thing? It put a horror 

in my heart for just killing—and as a result I took it personally: “Desmond, if you love 

me, you won't kill.” 

While Doss did not view himself as a complete conscientious objector in the sense of 

being removed from battle, he would describe himself more as a conscientious 

cooperator—willing to serve in battle to heal as a medic, but not to take life as a soldier—

his fellow infantryman and superiors did not see it that way.  After being subjected to 

much physical and mental abuse by his peers and commanding officer, he perseveres 

and sidesteps their attempts to discharge him and wins the right to serve his country 

without bearing arms. 

Hacksaw ridge is a steep 400-foot treacherous cliff overlooking the town of Maeda—the 

battlefield atop this ridge was fortified heavily by a network of deadly Japanese machine 



gun nests and booby traps—taking the ridge was the key to winning the battle of 

Okinawa.  While his battalion was overwhelmed by a Japanese counterattack and driven 

off the ridge and ordered to retreat, there were still many wounded soldiers stranded on 

top—Private Doss remained with the wounded and refused to seek cover—that night, 

dodging Japanese patrols searching for any remaining Americans, Doss carried them, 

one by one, in the face of enemy fire. He lowered each man on a rope-supported litter he 

had devised, using double bowline knots he had learned as a youngster and tying the 

makeshift litter to a tree stump serving as an anchor. Each time he saved a man’s life he 

prayed out loud, “Lord please help me get one more.” 

By the end of the night he singlehandedly rescued 75 men.  He was wounded by grenade 

shrapnel and suffered a compound fractured arm.  President Harry Truman presented 

Doss with the Medal of Honor for “conspicuous gallantry” on October 12, 1945.  He was 

the first conscientious objector to receive the honor. Mr. Doss spent more than the next 

five years in hospitals being treated for his wounds and lost a lung to tuberculosis. 

Because of his infirmities, he was unable to seek steady work. He devoted himself to 

serving God and worked with young people in church-sponsored programs, living for 

many years in Rising Fawn, Ga. He moved to Alabama and passed away in March of 

2006. 

"From a human standpoint, I shouldn't be here to tell the story," Mr. Doss told a 

Richmond Times-Dispatcher in 1998. "All the glory should go to God. No telling how 

many times the Lord has spared my life."  By his unwavering and supreme endurance of 

faith, Desmond Doss was able to save his life and many others! 

On this Veterans Day Sunday, I salute all the brave men and women who have served 

our country with distinction, honor, and bravery—like Private Doss.  Friends we have a 

humble, loving Savior who was willing to die for us on another battlefield— falsely 

accused, sentenced as a criminal, beaten, scourged, and nailed to a cross— Jesus, Son of 

God, engaged the enemy of darkness on a spiritual battlefield claimed victory over sin 

and death—but the enemy and the evil one is alive and still claiming victims today!  

Christians in this country have been largely unaware that our Christian brothers and 

sisters are being persecuted and martyred on a regular basis—a daily basis—every day.   

We need to draw the world's attention to these Christians' sacrifices, so that the world 

will be drawn to their Savior.  And we need to draw the world's attention to their 



sacrifice so that the torture and the murder will stop.  Let’s lift up our voices and make 

ourselves heard!  My hope and prayer is that in our next Alpha Class next year, we will 

invite and bring in those folk who are still unaware of the spiritual battle for their 

eternal souls!  Like Private Doss, let us pray for an endurance of faith, to win souls— let 

us keep on keeping on praying, “Lord please help me get one more.” All Glory to God!    


