
                                   SERMON “ENDLESS GRACE” 

                      (Matthew 5:38-48 Preached at MPC on February 19th, 2017) 

When someone does something terrible to us, for many of us our first inclination is to 

retaliate, punish and lash out at that person.  If we had the power, we might be tempted 

to consign that person to Hell.  But Jesus even forgave his enemies and even those who 

crucified him—and Jesus forgives us for all our sins—Christ calls us to a higher kind of 

response—a response of unconditional love encased in endless grace!  
 
Jesus says, "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so 

that you may be children of your Father in heaven.  For He makes his sun rise on the evil 

and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous." 
 
Jesus continues, "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not 

even the tax collectors do the same? "And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, 

what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?"  You 

might think that it's impossible to love someone who has injured you, but it's not.  By 

the endless grace of God, it's not impossible at all. 
 
On May 24, 2011, something terrible happened in the life of Jesica Rokohl's.  She tried 

to call her mother on that fateful day, but the phone rang and rang and then went to 

voicemail.  Jessica left a message.  Later, she tried again, and the call went straight to 

voicemail. 
 
Jessica called her grandmother, and learned that her grandmother was at the police 

station filling out a missing person’s report.  It took search and rescue three days to find 

Jessica’s mother.  Her body was no longer recognizable and it took an additional 24 

hours to confirm that it was Jessica’s mother.  The police determined that Jessica’s step-

father had killed her mom.  Authorities found him just across the Nevada border and 

arrested him.  He pleaded guilty, and received a 55-year sentence in prison. 
 
Jesica spoke to her step-father in the courtroom.  What would you have said under those 

circumstances?  Jesica saw it as an opportunity to bear witness to her faith in that 

packed courtroom. She said with tears streaming in a halting voice, "Regardless of what 

you have done, I still love you for the person you were to my brother and me.  God has 



kept anger off my heart this whole time—and given me an unearthly peace—and 

wrapped me in his love. It's because of him that I forgive you.  I don't know how you got 

to the point of killing my mama, but please know that there's hope, and that I pray for 

you every day—I pray that you'll find the Lord again and have a relationship with him—

stronger than you ever did before.”  
 
She continues, "The decision that you made was wrong, and I know that you have to live 

with that, but regardless of what everyone in this courtroom says, regardless of what 

everyone on earth tells you, Jesus died for all our sins, including yours." 
 
Later, she said after the trial,  "God didn't take my Mom, but I feel like he allowed that to 

happen in order to show me what it is like to totally rely on Him.  Honestly, as much as I 

would like to have my mom here, what God has shown me, in this short time since it 

happened, I wouldn't take that back."  
 
In her response to this terrible tragedy, Jesica blessed her stepfather.  As he sits in his 

cell with 55 years of time on his hands to think about his action, he can remember that 

Jesica has forgiven him—and is praying for him.  Jesica also blessed the thousands of 

people who have seen her story on the Internet.   

 
And she blessed herself by letting go of her anger and substituting forgiveness. And she 

blessed God, who can look down and see how well she has conformed her life to his love 

and his will. After calling us to love others as God has loved us, Jesus said: "Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect."  I don't know about you, but when I hear 

Jesus say, "Be perfect!" I say, "Whoops!  You've got the wrong guy Lord!  I might be a lot 

of things, but I'll never be perfect!" I believe none of us can or will ever be perfect.  

But this is one of the times when it is helpful to know a little about the Greek language.  

The Greek word that is translated "perfect" in the Bible is "teleios"—which might be 

better translated as "mature" or "whole" or "together"—as in, "He's a really together 

person!" or "She's a really together person!"  All of these words—"mature" and "whole" 

and "together"—speak of a person who has risen above the crowd.  
 
They speak of a person with his or her feet planted solidly on the ground. They speak of 

a person who is not likely to lash out at someone who has disappointed them, but is 



instead inclined to be thoughtful and kind in response. They speak of the kind of person 

we enjoy being with—and the kind of person we would like to be.   

So, Jesus tells us how to become that kind of person—a teleios person—a mature, whole, 

together, thoughtful, kind, and forgiving person.  He says, "If you want to be a teleios 

person, here's what to do.  These things will help you to become teleios—and will show 

that you have already started becoming teleios. 
 
One of the things that we can do is to love our enemies.  You might think that's crazy—

impossible—but it's not.  Jesus isn't asking us to feel affection for our enemies.  That 

would be impossible. But another Greek word that Jesus uses here has to do with the 

kind of love that the Greeks describe as agape (a-GAH-pay).  Agape is an action kind of 

love.  A person with agape love might not feel deep affection for someone, but will act in 

loving ways toward them anyway. 
 
As one example of the way that we might act toward our enemies, Jesus suggests that we 

pray for them.  Why should we do that?  For one thing, it might transform us.  For 

another thing, it might transform our enemies.  But, in any event, it will make us teleios, 

even as our heavenly Father is teleios—mature, whole, together, thoughtful, kind, and 

forgiving.  It will make us children of whom our heavenly Father can be proud. 
 
Jesus says:  "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even 

tax collectors do the same? "And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more 

are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  "Be teleios, therefore

—mature, whole, together, kind, forgiving—as your heavenly Father is teleios." 
 
I suggested to you that "perfect" isn't a very good translation for teleios.  I said that we 

aren't likely ever to become perfect—and that's true.  But if we will discipline ourselves 

to act in loving ways even toward our enemies—to pray for them—we will become a good 

deal more perfect—a good deal more like our heavenly Father—a good deal more like 

Jessica Rokohl in her devastating loss. 

So, what happens if we choose not to forgive?  Let me close with a lighter story to offset 

Jessica’s tragic loss of her mother.  You all know I’m an old cowboy, and you’ve heard 

that phrase “an eye for eye, a tooth for a tooth” mentioned in just about every cowboy 

film. 



There’s a story of the Lone Ranger and Tonto who were in a restaurant having lunch 

after a long hot ride after chasing outlaws in the badlands.  In walks a cowboy who yells 

out, “Who's white horse it that outside?" The Lone Ranger finishes his bite, swallows 

and says, "It's my horse. Why do you want to know?" The cowboy looks at him and says, 

"Well, your horse is standing out there in the sun and he doesn’t look too good." The 

Lone Ranger and Tonto run outside and they see that Silver is in bad shape, unsteady on 

her legs and suffering from heat exhaustion. The Lone Ranger moves his horse into the 

shade and gets a bucket of water. He then pours some of the water over the horse and 

gives the rest to Silver to drink.  

It’s then he notices that there isn't even a slight breeze blowing, so he asks Tonto if he 

would start running around Silver, fanning his arms, to get some air flowing and 

perhaps cool him down.  Being a faithful friend, Tonto starts running around Silver and 

fanning his arms. The Lone Ranger stands there for a bit then realizes there is not much 

more he can do, so he goes back into the restaurant to finish off his meal. After a bit, 

another cowboy walks in and says, "Who's white horse is that outside?" Slowly the Lone 

Ranger stops eating and drinking and says, "That is my horse, what is wrong with him 

now?" "Nothing," replies the cowboy, "I just wanted to let you know— “You left your 

Injun running."  

Friends if we choose not to forgive as God commands us, we leave the “Injun of 

unforgiveness” running in the background of our souls—eventually that unforgiveness 

turns into something chronic like bitterness.  But Jesus says, "be teleios—mature, whole, 

together, kind, forgiving—as your heavenly Father is perfect." And you will receive a 

blessing—and you also will be a blessing.  And God in heaven will shed a tear of joy for 

you and wash you in His endless grace!  Amen. Let us Pray! 


