
                          SERMON “BE READY FOR LIFE OR DEATH” 

           (Matthew 24:36-44 Preached on First Sunday of Advent, November 27th, 2016) 

I must admit that I often come to the season of Advent with mixed feelings.  The 

purpose of Advent is to prepare us for the Lord's coming, but there are a couple of 

potential problems with that.  The FIRST is that, during the month of December, we are 

focused on the Lord's first coming—Christmas—rather than on the Lord's Second 

Coming.  We are in a festive mood.  Yes, we really love Christmas and the world loves 

Christmas. 

Kids love getting toys.  Moms and Dads love seeing their excitement.   Kids enjoy having 

time off from school.  Moms and Dads—well, Moms and Dads look forward to the kids 

going back to school.  We enjoy Christmas trees—and bright lights—turkey and dressing

—eggnog—pumpkin pie.  We enjoy all the Christmas music—Joy to the World—Silent 

Night –Jingle Bells.  So, it isn't easy for us to focus on the Second Coming—the end of 

the world. 

The SECOND problem with Advent is that it never seems quite real.  People have been 

waiting for Jesus for nearly two thousand years, so it seems unlikely that he will return 

this year. But the events of recent years have me thinking differently:   9/11 was the first 

shot in a religious and cultural war that continues day.   In recent days, terrorists have 

struck Paris, Brussels, and the UK.  How long do you suppose it will be before they come 

to our country?  They don't have to infiltrate our country, you know.  We are growing 

our own future terrorists right here—they are being radicalized right online! 

Across the globe, Christians are being targeted for persecution.  We have experienced—

and are experiencing wars and rumors of wars.  A recent article in the Reader's Digest 

outlines how rising waters are threatening the huge naval base at Norfolk and other 

naval bases.  That serves as a harbinger of things to come for people who live along 

ocean shorelines.  The Navy is contemplating the possibility that they must abandon 

some of their bases and rebuild them elsewhere.  Will we also have to move the low-

lying parts of our great cities? 

North Korea has nuclear weapons and the means to deliver them.  Iran will have them 

soon.  We are slowly recovering from one of the longest recessions in living memory.  

Young people are graduating from college with debt that will burden them for years to 



come—and poor job prospects to boot.  Our government has sidestepped these 

problems.  Politicians are focused on getting reelected rather than serving the people 

who elected them.   

With that as the background, I sat down to read through this Sunday's Gospel lesson, in 

which Jesus says: "As the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ship, and they 

didn't know until the flood came, and took them all away, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man" (vv. 37-40).  This year, I found myself deeply moved by those words.  They 

warn us that we must be prepared.  They warn us of catastrophic consequences for those 

who are not prepared—not “Ready for life or death. 

Jesus, of course, was not warning us to prepare ourselves just against terrorist groups 

like Al Quaeda or ISIS.  He was telling us that, at the end of history, he will come again 

to redeem the world.  At that time, people will be going about their usual routines, just 

as we are doing today—just as they were doing on 9/11.  Jesus does not characterize 

their activities as evil.  Eating and drinking!  We must eat and drink!  Marrying and 

giving in marriage!  Who could fault that? 

The problem was not that these people were doing evil things—it was that they were 

giving no thought to spiritual matters.  As one Reformed commentator Emile Bruner put 

it, their problem was not "gross sin" but "secular indifference" (Bruner, 881).  Here’s 

what secular indifference looks like. 

People caught up in the trivial!  People "whose god (small g) is the belly!" (Philippians 

3:19)—in other words people whose minds are set on earthly things.  People whose lives 

revolve pretty much around making and spending money!  People whose appetites leave 

no space for God in their lives!  That’s secular indifference! 

Consider this question.  There are 300 million people living in the United States.  How 

many would still be standing if God were to strike down all those caught up in secular 

indifference?  I don't know the answer to that question, but I am sure that it would solve 

our traffic problems!  Jesus said, "Watch therefore, for you don't know in what hour 

your Lord comes" (v. 42).  



We cannot, of course, stay awake every hour of the day and night—it isn't physically 

possible.  But Jesus wasn't talking about physical wakefulness.  He was talking about 

spiritual preparation.  He was talking about establishing a relationship with God that 

shapes the core of our being.  So, whether we're awake or asleep, we are with the Lord.  

Whether we're eating or drinking, we are under the Lord's protection.  Whether we're 

working or playing, we are ready for whatever comes next.  The roof might cave in—the 

sky might fall—the Lord might come—or we might die.  It won’t matter, because we're 

ready. 

Years ago, when Margie and I started to go back to church, I heard preachers preaching 

that the signs were right for the Second Coming.  We could expect Jesus at any time.  I 

found that hard to believe.  People had been expecting Jesus for so long.  Why should he 

choose to come in the next few weeks? 

It's now it’s almost 20 years later— Much of my life is behind me, and I still find it 

difficult to expect that Jesus will come in the few years that I have remaining—but I still 

want to be ready.  If I have a relationship with God, I know will be ready, not only for the 

Second Coming, but for whatever comes.  I will live a better life.  I will die a better death. 

Let me repeat that, because it's important.  If I have a relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ, I will be ready for whatever comes.  I will live a better life.  I will die a 

better death.   

Some years ago, I went to my Gastroenterologist for my first colonoscopy screening in 

my early 50’s.   I was blessed with a great doctor Schneider who discovered a polyp 

down low in my abdominal tract.  Even though the test came back negative, I was 

relieved because if the situation was left undetected, serious consequences could have 

developed.  And ever since then I have been so thankful for this test which saves so 

many people from colon cancer if detected early.  I still go for my 5-year checkup just to 

make sure nothing has returned.   

That was long enough ago that I no longer live with the fear of being stricken with the 

sudden news of colon cancer.  I know my physical life won’t go on forever—but my 

spiritual or eternal life will go since God promises all believers that we will meet Jesus 

one day—and when that time comes, I'm confident that the Lord who blessed me in life 

will bless me in death—in Christ Jesus I am prepared for life and death. 



Again, let me repeat that, because it's important.  When my time comes, I'm confident 

that the Lord who blessed me in life will bless me in death. You might be thinking, "Of 

course, Pastor Ron is ready!  He's the preacher!  He has devoted the second half of his 

life to serving Christ!  But what about us ordinary folks? What about me?"   

Let me assure you that God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34).  Jesus said, "To 

whomever much is given, of him much will be required" (Luke 12:48).  As a shepherd of 

one of God’s flock, I expect to be judged by a higher standard than most people.  But I 

also expect that God will employ the same grace to save you and me.  That's our hope—

the grace of God. 

When we walk with the Lord, we are ready—Ready for life—ready for death—ready for 

Christ's second coming.  C. S. Lewis tells of three apprentice devils who were coming to 

earth to finish their apprenticeship.  They were talking to Satan, the chief of the devils, 

about their plans to tempt people.  The first devil said, "I will tell them that there is no 

God."  Satan responded, "That will not delude many, for they know that there is a God." 

The second devil said, "I will tell them that there is no hell."  Satan answered," You will 

deceive no one that way; they know that there is a hell."  The third devil said, "I will tell 

them that there is no hurry."  (Pause) "Go," said Satan," and you will ruin them by the 

thousands." 

Events of recent years have reminded us of the danger of not being prepared.  Terrorists, 

intent on our destruction, can attack us from any one of many directions.  We must 

relearn again that eternal vigilance is, indeed, the price of liberty.  But that isn't the 

message of our Gospel lesson.  It serves only to illustrate the need to be ready.  The thing 

for which Jesus says that we must be ready is his Second Coming.  He says, "Be ready,  

for in an hour that you don't expect, the Son of Man will come" (v. 44). 

That sounds like a threat—and for some it is.  But you and I should hear it as a promise

—a blessed promise.  When Christ comes again, he will set everything straight.  No more 

terrorists!  No more people living in poverty!  No more self-serving politicians!  No more 

nukes! No more dying!  No more disease!  No more pain!  No more heart disease—no 

more cancer!  No more colonoscopy’s!   



There’s a story of the farmer who planted a row of spruce pines to the east of his home  

 for a couple of reasons. One to keep the dust from a neighboring field from blowing 

onto our house. The other reason was to keep the wind down.  The young pines were just 

only 3 feet high when he bought them—and because they were smaller trees, the smaller 

the price. It was early Spring and the March, and the wind was really blowing! To keep 

them from blowing over the young pines he drove wooden stakes beside them and tied 

them up with string.  

The farmer returned to the Garden Center where he bought them to pick up some other 

shrubbery.  He told the salesman he had to stake those spruce pines up because of the 

strong wind blowing in the area.  The salesmen said that they didn't need to be 

supported by a wooden stake because the roots will not take hold and stand on their 

own with support. He also said, that is what the March wind is for—so that it will make 

them strong and healthy.  The moment he said that the farmer thought about Psalm 1 v. 

1- 3:  “Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that 

sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers, 2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord and 

on his law they meditate day and night—3 They are like trees planted by living streams 

of water which yield their fruit in it season, and their leaves do not wither; in all that 

they do, they prosper.” 

My friends, let us make sure we have a solid relationship with God through our faith in 

Jesus Christ—let us stand firm in that faith knowing the power of God’s Spirit will 

bolster us and make us strong—we will not fall when the high winds and storms of life 

come our way.  Today as we begin this season of Advent, let us give thanks for the 

prophetic words of Isaiah 9:6: “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!  The prophet’s words should bring peace and 

comfort to all—a peace that surpasses all our understanding knowing we are prepared 

for life and for death.  Friends, let us pray, "Thy kingdom come, Lord, on earth as in 

heaven.  Come, Lord Jesus, and set our crooked world straight again.  Amen!" 


