The Lion Has a Story Too:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for July 20, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

It’s July 20, and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

I heard a Nigerian proverb on the radio the other day while driving here to
MPC. “Until the lion has his own storyteller,” the proverb says, “the hunter will
always be the hero of the story.”

I’ve been turning that proverb over in my mind ever since I heard it. And
it’s prompted me to stop and think about the importance of every individual and
their story. Because I do believe that every single person does have their own
unique story and life experience, and that that counts for something.

All of which reminds me of what I think is a pretty interesting feature of the
Bible. Because the Bible has its own special way of telling us to consider an
individual’s story before drawing any conclusions about them, pro or con. It’s like
this:

One can read certain verses of scripture which will seem to say that this or
that collective group of people are not good or not faithful. But then, somewhere
else in scripture, one will find the story of an individual from one of those same
groups of people who is portrayed as having been very faithful to the Lord. The
Parable of the Good Samaritan would probably be the premier example of this.
But here are a couple others:

In Deuteronomy 23:3, the Bible says that Moabites are not to be allowed to
dwell among the assembly of God’s people. But then a few books later, the Bible
tells the story of an individual Moabite lady named Ruth who was a very good and
faithful person, who dwelt among the Israelites, who married one of them, and who
actually became the great-grandmother of King David!

Likewise, in Jeremiah 25 one reads that people from the Land of Uz are
stark raving mad (Jeremiah 25:20). But the Book of Job is all about an Uzzite man
named Job who was said to be the “most blameless man on earth” (Job 1:8).

Cynics of course would say that these are examples of the Bible
“contradicting itself.” But what such a statement fails to recognize is how ancient
narratives (like the Old Testament) actually worked. Because the Bible’s point in
telling us about people like Ruth the good Moabite and Job the blameless Uzzite
was not to be self-contradictory. The point was and is that the character of an
individual counts for more than any “group” which one might be lumped into.

So, the Bible is telling us that even though the nation of Moab did not
always act in ways that pleased God, there were individuals like Ruth who were
good Moabites nonetheless. And even though many people in the Land of Uz did
crazy-bad stuff in the days of the prophet Jeremiah, there were individual Uzzites

1



like Job whose consciences were upright.  Which, again, means that Ruth’s and
Job’s individual stories, and the quality of their character, mattered more than any
specific group of people which they were identified with.

And just as in ancient times, so too in our own day and age I think that that
truth is worth bearing in mind. Because I humbly think it’s probably accurate to
say that we find ourselves living in polarizing times. There are loud, shrill voices
in our society which seem to be very ready to tell us that people from this or that
state, or people who vote this or that way, or people who are from this or that
demographic population, etc., are “good” or “bad” based upon which group they
are associated with (and all of this is usually dictated by the point of view — or the
bias — of whoever is talking about “them”).

Scripture, to the contrary, would caution us, I think, not to be so fast, or so
cavalier, in how we might be inclined to categorize others. = Because it’s the
individual — their story, their life, their faith, their character, their heart — which
God knows. And so, until we have some inkling of that individual’s story
ourselves, I think the Bible would warn us that we may be very likely to misjudge
that other person — and maybe even to miss out of knowing someone who God
Himself thinks is really cool.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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