A Very Good Question:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for July 6, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

It’s July 6, and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

I was recently asked a super good question by one of our young people. The
question was, “Can you believe in science and still believe in the Bible too?”

A recent Gallup poll showed that many young Americans under age 25 view
Christianity with growing skepticism because they are under the impression that
one cannot simultaneously embrace the truth of science and the truth of scripture
too. So the question is an important one.

I was raised in a family where both of my parents were believing Christians
and public school science teachers. And so I not only think that one can believe in
science and in the Bible too. It’s been my experience that one can /ove both
science and scripture.

And in saying that, ’'m not alone. It is, in fact, the position that has been
taken by the keenest Christian minds down through the ages, from St. Augustine in
the 5t century to the current NIH Director Francis Collins, who is a born again
Christian as well as being a world-renowned scientist.

I recently purchased a copy of Dr. Collins’ book The Language of God: A
Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief at the Logos Bookstore in town. In that
book, Dr. Collins states his own position very clearly, writing:

“In this modern era of cosmology, evolution, and the human genome, is
there still the possibility of a richly satisfying harmony between the scientific and
spiritual worldviews? I answer with a resounding yes! In my view, there is no
conflict in being a rigorous scientist and a person who believes in a God who takes
a personal interest in each one of us. Science’s domain is to explore nature. God’s
domain is in the spiritual world, a realm not possible to explore with the tools and
language of science. It must be examined with the heart, the mind, and the soul.”

There’s a lot to digest in that quote. But one of the things that stands out to
me is Dr. Collins’ use of the expression the “language of science.” Because just as
science has a “language” which it speaks, so too does the Bible.

But the Bible’s “language” is different from the “language” of science. For
one thing, the kind of language which the Bible uses is very down to earth. It’s not
technical. It’s the kind of language which people used thousands of years ago (and
which people often still use now) in everyday conversation.

Here’s an example. Ecclesiastes 1:5 says, “The sun rises, and the sun goes
down; and it hastens to the place where it rises.”  We 21st century people use
similar language every day ourselves. We talk about the sun rising and setting,



about it moving across the sky every day, etc. And we all understand what that
means.

But, from a purely scientific point of view, none of that is actually the case.
The sun does nof rise or set or move across the sky at all. No, technically, it’s the
earth that moves, not the sun. Because the earth rotates on its axis every 24 hours,
creating the illusion of the sun rising in the morning, moving across the sky
throughout the day, and then setting in the evening.

So, when Ecclesiastes 1:5 says, “The sun rises, and the sun goes down; and
it hastens to the place where it rises,” is it saying that, as Christians, we cannot
believe what science tells us about the rotation of the earth on its axis? Does what
Ecclesiastes 1:5 says set up some sort of irreconcilable conflict between science
versus the Bible, in other words?

No. Because Ecclesiastes 1.5 is not trying to talk in the language of science.
It’s talking like down to earth, ordinary people do every single day (including
many astronomers, by the way, in the course of routine conversation).

Which is just the point. The “language” of the Bible is inspired by God,
yes, absolutely.  But the Holy Spirit inspired the writers of scripture to
communicate using the “language” that regular people routinely use in
conversation — not the technical “language” of a discipline like modern science.

Incidentally, this is also why we don’t see anything in Genesis 1 about
quantum physics, general relativity, gravity, plate techtonics, photosynthesis,
microbiology, etc., etc. Does God know about all of those sciencey things? Of
course God does! (More than we ever will, in fact).

But in inspiring Genesis 1, the Holy Spirit’s goal was not to present a
scientific account of the origins of the universe. Instead, the Holy Spirit was
communicating spiritual truths about God and His good creation in the kind of
“language” which ordinary people like you and me use every day in conversation.

So by reading Genesis 1 we can learn a lot of really important spiritual truths
about God, our fellow human beings, and our responsibility to care for creation.
Because that’s what God’s Spirit was and is trying to tell us about in Genesis
(among other things).

But that doesn’t mean we can’t also study science and learn from it too. We
can! And I believe we should. Because when God created homo sapiens in His
image, I believe God gave us big brains fully intending for us to use them to learn
all that we can about everything, including science.

Me ke aloha,

Pastor Ron
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