What’s Your Favorite Story About Jesus?
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for April 11, 2024

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

I’d like to thank Rev. John Sears for covering for me last Sunday while Nan
and I were on vacation. His insightful reflections on the two gospel texts really
spoke to me, as I’'m sure they did to you too.

In addition to tuning in to MPC’s worship service online, last weekend Nan
and I attended worship at two churches over on the Big Island in Kalapana. Last
Friday we went to Mass at Star of the Sea Catholic Church, and this past Sunday
we worshipped at Opihikao United Church of Christ. The people of both
congregations were wonderfully hospitable and gracious, and both churches were
themselves very beautiful.

Of the two, the Star of the Sea Church is probably more well-known because
it is one of the Big Island’s two famous “painted churches.” 1’ve been wanting to
see the art inside the Star of the Sea Church for a long time, and it did not
disappoint. From the annunciation to Mary right on through to the crucifixion,
resurrection, and ascension, there are paintings inside the church which depict
many of the “highlights” of the Gospel story.

I took pictures of them all (hopefully for later use in future MPC power
points). But as [ was reviewing the photos later, I found myself becoming aware
of which scenes from the Gospel story had not been painted inside the church. For
example, there were paintings of Jesus’ birth, of his presentation in the Temple, and
of his questioning the teachers of the law there at age twelve, but there was no
picture of the baptism of Christ or of his temptation in the wilderness. I found that
interesting.

There was a painting of Jesus healing ten lepers (which makes sense in the

context of Catholic mission work in 19t century Hawai’i), but that was the only

miracle of Jesus’ which was portrayed — ie. there was no turning water into wine,
walking on water, feeding the five thousand, restoring sight to the blind man, etc.
That was interesting to me too.

And when | say these things were “interesting,” I really do mean that. I
don’t in any way mean to suggest any criticism of the artist(s) who painted what
they did inside the Star of the Sea Church — not at all. It was just genuinely
“interesting” to me to notice which parts of the Gospel story were evidently most
meaningful to that particular congregation.

And that in turn got me thinking, which stories about Jesus would I choose if
I were going to paint the walls of a church with scenes from the life of Christ?
(Don’t worry, I’'m not really thinking of doing that — for one thing, because I can’t
paint or draw anything better than stick figures).

But as a thought experiment, if [ were going to paint the life of Christ, which
scenes from the Gospel story would I want to be sure to include?



Like the good folks at Star of the Sea Church, I too would of course want to
include Jesus’ birth, his death and resurrection, etc. But when I think about his life
and ministry, I think one story that I would definitely include would be the raising
of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5:21-43) because it is, frankly, my personal favorite.

I love how, in that story, we’re shown both the power of Jesus (he brings a
dead girl back to life) and yet he also displays this incredible tenderness. We’re
shown Jesus’ tenderness in the words which Mark says he spoke to the little girl as
he called her back to life. Mark, in fact, gives us Jesus’ actual words in Aramaic,
“Talitha cum.”

Those words, “Talitha cum,” usually get translated into English as, “Little
girl, arise,” or something like that. Which is accurate enough. But in his book The
Three Gospels, New Testament scholar Reynolds Price brings out the real depth
and tone of the words, as spoken by Jesus, when he translates them like this:
“Wake up, little lamb.”

I love that. Because the picture which Mark paints is not of some large-and-
in-charge Jesus who bursts into the home of a family whose child had just died and
who starts giving orders (“Take me to the patient — STAT,” etc.). No, the picture is
of a Jesus who, yes, is powerful enough to undo death, and yet who also has this
wonderful bedside manner. Such that he kneels down beside the girl’s deathbed,
gently takes her lifeless hand in his own, and then — as if softly rousing her from a
brief nap — he whispers tenderly, “Wake up, little lamb.”  And she opens her
eyes... Wow.

To me, that story alone tells me everything I think my heart really needs to
know about what Jesus was really like — and it never fails to bring me to my knees.

But what about you? What’s your favorite story about Jesus? Which scene
from the Gospels is your favorite portrait of Jesus, and what do you love about it?
I think it’d be very “interesting” if we all found out what one another’s favorite
Gospel stories are. How about you?

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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