Putting On Christ:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for August 10, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

It’s August 10, and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

I don’t know about you, but I get news stories on my social media feed from
time to time. Some of the stories are real news, whereas others strike me as being
a bit more dubious in nature. Recently, though, I noticed a story trending on social
media about the sun bears in a zoo in China. I’m not real up-to-date on sun bear
zoology, but if the article is to be believed, apparently sun bears can stand up and
walk around on their two hind legs. And apparently, seeing them do that, a rumor
started to spread that the sun bears in that particular zoo were not actually real, live
sun bears, but that they were instead human beings dressed up in sun bear suits.

These allegations of sun bear impersonation apparently have become so
widespread that the zoo has had to issue a formal statement aftirming that its sun
bears are in fact the real McCoy. But the internet buzz nonetheless continues to
question that. So be it.

Speaking for myself, this sun bear controversy is not something that I’ve
been losing any sleep over. Likewise, I don’t think I’ve ever considered donning a
sun bear suit myself. (Where would one go to even get such a thing?)

Thinking about all of this hullabaloo over genuine sun bears versus fakes,
though, did prompt me to stop and think about a question which is more pertinent
to my own life as a Jesus follower. And that question is: What does a genuine
Christian look like?

Naturally, the Bible offers many good and helpful answers to that question.
One of them 1s found in Romans 13:14, in fact, which says that a Christian is
someone who has “put on” or been “clothed in” the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, “putting on” Christ does not mean rushing out to buy the best Jesus
costume one can find at a store somewhere, complete with fake beard, sandals, a
robe, and maybe a halo (that’d be a nice touch).

Instead, if we let “scripture interpret scripture,” then to “put on” Christ is to
do what Colossians 3:14-17 says: “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in peace. And
always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives.
Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom He gives. Sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or
say, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the
Father.”



That’s what the Bible means by “putting on” Christ. And if you and I let our
lives be “clothed” like that, then I think there won’t be much doubt in anybody’s
mind about the genuineness of our discipleship.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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