On Being a Great “Third Place”
Thursday Email Devotion for August 3, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

It’s August 3, and time for another Thursday Email Devotion.

I heard a new term not too long ago on the radio: “third place.” According
to the program I was listening to, “third place” is a term some sociologists use to
talk about somewhere people go. This place is not their home — the sociologists
call our homes our “first place.” And they likewise refer to our jobs or our schools
as our “second place.” All of which means that a “third place” is somewhere
people go to connect with others, to experience relationships, to partake of what we
Christians call “fellowship.”

The sociologists have observed that people go to all kinds of different
venues looking for a good “third place” experience — from cafes to libraries, parks
to club meetings. And people do this, the sociologists say, because there is a basic
human need inside of all of us for meaningful interaction with others. And so,
“third places” are said to be healthy for individuals — and, in turn, to be healthy for
communities too.

Historically, churches were often very popular “third places” where many
people would gather and connect. And I personally think that that is something a
church like ours, where the fellowship is already so warm, could definitely still
offer to our neighbors.

And so I was interested to learn that the people who study “third places”
have apparently identified seven or so key features of any outstanding “third
place.” They are:

Leveler (a leveling place)
Outstanding third places put no importance on an individual's status in
society. One's socioeconomic status does not matter in a third place like this,
allowing for a sense of commonality among everyone. There are no
prerequisites or requirements that would prevent acceptance or participation
in the third place.

Conversation is Key
Positive and uplifting conversation takes place in outstanding third places,
although it is not required to be the only activity. The tone of conversation is
usually upbeat, good-natured, and encouraging.

Accessibility and Accommodation
Outstanding third places are open and readily accessible to all. They are also
accommodating, welcoming, and hospitable.



The Regulars
Outstanding third places have a number of “regulars” whose high
commitment helps give the space its tone and atmosphere. Regulars to third
places also attract newcomers and are there to help someone new to the
space feel welcome and accommodated.

A Low Profile
Outstanding third places are characteristically wholesome. They are never
snobby or pretentious, and are accepting of all types of individuals from
various different walks of life.

Joyful Mood
The tone of conversation in outstanding third places is never marked with
tension or hostility. People enjoy being there together.

A Home Away from Home
Outstanding third places will often have the same feelings of warmth,
possession, and belonging as people do in their own homes. Participants feel
a piece of themselves is rooted in the space and gain spiritual regeneration
by spending time there.

Now, like I said, this whole concept of “third places” came as news to me.
But as I think about my own experience here at MPC, I feel like we fit the bill
pretty well as a great “third place.” What’s more, on top of the aforementioned
seven attributes, as a body of believers in Jesus Christ, this is also a place where
God’s grace, the gospel, inspiring worship, and opportunities for spiritual growth
and meaningful service are readily available too.

So, put it all together, and MPC sounds to me like a pretty great “third
place,” not only for those of us who are here, but for many of our neighbors too.
And recognizing that, I’'m redoubling my own efforts to invite more people to
“come and see” what’s going on here at MPC. And I’d humbly like to encourage
you to keep doing so too. Because we do have a lot to offer.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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