God Is Everywhere All the Time:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for July 27, 2023

Aloha MPC 'Ohana,

It's July 27 and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

I recently ran across the true story of a ship called the S.S. Warrimoo, which
once carried passengers and freight back and forth between Sydney, Australia, and
Vancouver, Canada.

It seems that on the evening of December 30, 1899, the S.S. Warrimoo was
crossing the Pacific bound for Sydney. By chance, the ship was just a few nautical
miles from the intersection of the Equator and the International Date Line.

Seeing a unique opportunity, Captain John Phillips ordered his crew to steer
the ship toward the meeting point of both lines. Five experienced navigators
checked the position of the sun and, after sunset, the stars. The ship’s position was
checked every three hours. Helped by smooth seas and open skies, the
S.S. Warrimoo at the stroke of midnight found itself right across the
aforementioned intersection, its bow pointing south and its stern facing north.

This had some interesting consequences. The forward part of the ship was in
the Southern Hemisphere, where it was Summer, and already January 1, 1900. The
aft part of the ship was in the Northern Hemisphere, where it was Winter, and still
December 31, 1899.

All of which meant that the same ship was for a brief moment:

o in two different days (on its forward half, it was already Monday, while on its
aft part, it was still Sunday);

« in two different months (forward in January, aft in December);

« in two different seasons (Summer and Winter);

o 1n two different years (1900 and 1899);

 in two different centuries (the 20th and the 19th); and

 in all four hemispheres at once (the Southern and the Northern on either side of
the Equator, and the Eastern and Western on either side of the 180th meridian).

I don't know about you, but that seems like a pretty neat trick to me. But it
also made me think of something more substantive. Because the S.S. Warrimoo
being in more than one place and time at once reminded me of something the Bible
tells us about God.

Scripture says that God is omnipresent. That means that God isn't just in
two or four different places at once. It means that God is everywhere all the time.

The ability to be everywhere all the time (ie. omnipresent) is kind of mind-
boggling (to me, anyway). But true as that is, the reason why God's omnipresence
1s important is because it brings us some wonderful promises. For example, if God
is everywhere, then we can know that He is never far away and can come quickly
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purposes. And that is true even when God seems to be far away. Which He never

actually 1s — because of His omnipresence.

Me ke aloha,

and every place according to His holy will for our good and to achieve His
Pastor Ron

to our aid. If He is present everywhere, then we can know that He is acting in each
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