Evangelism: No Need for a Tract
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for November 16, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

About a month ago or so, [ was up at Haleiwa walking from the water to my
car, when a pickup pulled up beside me in the parking lot and a voice said, “Aloha,
young man.”

I get called “young man” less and less frequently these days, so needless to
say, I looked up at the driver of the pickup. It was a kupuna gentleman and he was
holding his hand out to me. There was a piece of paper in it.

“Here you go, young man,” he said with a smile. I took the paper from his
outstretched hand. It was a gospel tract which featured a big question on the front.
It said, “If you die tonight, how do you know you’ll go to heaven?” Or something
like that.

“Thank you, sir,” I said. “God bless you.”

“God bless you too,” he said driving away as I got into my car.

Evangelism. In scripture, Jesus does tell all of us who are his disciples that
he wants us to evangelize — to tell everyone we can the good news of the gospel
(see Matthew 28:19-20, for example).

But how are we supposed to do that?

Obviously, there are lots of ideas about it. Some people use a gospel tract or
brochure. Some go through neighborhoods, knocking on doors. Some go to
churches which hire (expensive) expert consultants to teach them the newest and
best church-based evangelism program. And many of us (myself included) find
some of these approaches to be a bit intimidating. So, where does that leave us?

This coming Sunday, I’'m going to be offering a one-hour Adult Sunday
School class on evangelism. And with the Holy Spirit’s help and guidance, it’s my
hope that during that hour which we’ll spend together, we’ll be able to see that
sharing God’s good news with other people doesn’t have to be hard, scary,
intimidating, or complicated.

So, let me humbly invite you, even if you’re not a Sunday School “regular,”
to stick around this week between worship and the Thanksgiving Potluck, and to
just come and see for yourself what evangelism might be about. I hope you’ll
come. Thank you.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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