Aiming to Please God:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for October 19, 2023

Aloha MCP ‘Ohana,

It’s October 19, and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

As some of you know, when I was growing up, I was blessed to be able to
visit Hawai’i many times with my family. My dad had a good job, we had a family
friend who owned condos on Maui and the Big Island, and so we came here almost
every summer.

At first, to get to Maui or the Big Island, we had to fly to Honolulu and then
take an interisland flight on either Aloha Airlines of Hawaiian Air. But by the time
I got to high school, United Airlines had started a direct route back and forth
between LAX and Kahului.

And so it was that one July day my family boarded a United Airlines jet in
Kahului, and it took to the skies, bound for Los Angeles. We’d only been airborne
for a few minutes, though, when the pilot came over the intercom. He said, not to
be alarmed, but there was a minor malfunction with the plane’s navigation system,
and we needed to divert to Honolulu to get it fixed. “If we don’t take care of this
now,” the pilot joked, “we could end up in El Salvador in a few hours, ladies and
gentlemen, so please excuse this unscheduled detour.”

It’s funny how just being a degree or two off course at the start of a long
journey can end up making a big difference in where one finally arrives.

For example, let’s say that as I set out to travel from Point A to Point B, I'm
just one compass degree slightly off course. If the distance I’'m traveling from
Point A to Point B is one foot or less, then I will only miss my intended destination
(Point B) by just 2/10s of an inch. Which seems pretty insignificant, right?

But now imagine that I’'m actually going farther than just one foot, and
imagine I start off just one degree off course. After traveling 100 yards, I'll be off
by 5.2 feet. Which is still not huge. But if I’'m running the hundred yard dash, I’ll
end up in some other runner’s lane, and he or she probably won’t appreciate that.

Now let’s say I’'m going even further. After I go a mile, I'll be off by 92.2
feet. That’s almost as long as a 737 airplane.

Let’s say that I travel on that 737 airplane from Honolulu to Los Angeles.
One degree off course would mean that [ would land 42.6 miles away from LAX.
Somewhere near Laguna Nigel, in other words. (Not exactly “El Salvador,” but
still a good ways off the mark, nonetheless).

Traveling around the globe from LAX, I’d miss the City of Angeles on my
return by a whopping 435 miles, which would put me somewhere in the middle of
Baja California, halfway to Cabo and perhaps near the little fishing village of San
Rosalita.



In a rocket ship going to the moon, I'd be 4,169 miles off the mark (nearly
twice the diameter of the moon). Going to the sun, I'd miss by over 1.6 million
miles (nearly twice the diameter of the sun). And traveling to the nearest star, I'd
be off course by over 441 billion miles (120 times the distance from the earth to
Pluto, or 4,745 times the distance from Earth to the sun).

In other words, one little degree, spread out over distance and time, adds up
to a huge difference. And I think that’s not only true when we travel by plane (or
boat or rocket ship). It’s true during our life’s journey too.

Each little decision you or I make in the here and now leads someplace. And
so if our decisions are a little “off the mark,” in isolation or at first that may not
seem like such a big deal. Likewise, any little choice or decision which we may
make for the good, may also seem to have negligible effects at first.

But the consequences of all of our decisions do go on and on and on. And
so the things we choose to do, or not to do, really do matter. Even the smallest
little choice to do good, or not to, spread out over time and distance really can
make a big, lasting difference. =~ So, as we chart our course through life, let’s
choose wisely and well, friends, aiming always to please God.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron

SHUE = 7| WA A St A S HRE g
20233 10¥ 19 29 o}x] oju|d B4

2~

& 2 MCP * 2.3}
109 19€ & = 02 59U o o|v|d FAF A1 ZFI Y T

o ] 5 ol A ThA| T A A ebeA 7

F28 wgkr

opul A & £L A

o
252 3ol A147) W Bl

_H
I
_E

ool
X,
_O‘L
LS
)
it
2
Av:)
(g
oF
M
st
a0
¥9,
i

o] of Fult} o] X ghFY T

W 2= 8R4 Q7R B 4 sl
A Eo} g2 o)

U]l E] = &}-F(United Airlines)©] LAX
4

et oo o] 3}
A A 7 25
S} &0l & b 4 .

aeA 7R ol i, £ AEE AETFO| M fulolEE FF AL B
sho] ZolAe] 22 a4y

A B S-2]7k o 53 2] @ Fute] 97 kS v £EA AB B Bal gy

o}



T mebx] Eebal AR B3] e Aol A Al aE] el ARt @ 2 go] A

sto] Fel & 8l aEE TR PES v ok dotn Yyt
ZZAL=E "R 2 o] BAE Al Fom 2 A7) ot Al 2of & 2HE)

FUTH AAL Y o2 dAdd fld %222 el A7 vhEy et

= A~
13 I
al

£ 30 N off i&
£
0%

& AA g w) ol A 12T Hol s A% B4 0] 2 Wl 4D &
the A e Fo = AR
2 Sof, Al7F AN AN BAR O o 2 W ) Lh wel A SFzk ol )
Aol gleka 7Hg el AL,
AR B AAAA o) B A 19 E ol shebd o2 d BAA (B AH)E
20T S Rk
e

o] A xﬂ 7} R xﬂi 14 EXT o "] 7ta Joka e B L. 2ol A

55 EJ Hojup gttty s HA Q.

IOOO]:—-E ]Ezﬂ. K3 5. 2,4 EU]—E. O]EE‘LL]I;]_

o}z A& ekt

a8 U7t 1000k =8 g2 U o2 Fake] A2 S0 Al 2 Feola 1 A}

g2 ot 2R E A A e AYY

01 Xﬂ W7k o Ee] volgttka 7 s JAI T

17L& 74 9229 ERbF ol A 1S AP YT

o] = A2 737 8] g 7| vkF At}

A7F T EFA 220 A71A] 737 B8 7] S Ela P etha g el B2

Syt

oA 1% Hol i LAXC A 42.67FL HojA 2o 25314 Yt}

=, Laguna Nigel ©*] o]d 7} 15

(B gs] »ddntE 2 e oY A7 Ol o = Eetar o 8] F2 W Y oh.

LAXOA A AAE gt Eole e Zo 8 435t date ddg ~
AlZ =2 ALYt 28¥ 8kt Al £YolBaja California) 3FH7F-H o] ¥l 7}ol)

NS Aol 7FE (Cabo)d] F3HE ) aL oful= AF 2 A2 E}(San Rosalita)2t= 2}
= Q&U}gjﬂoﬂ A= AYYr.

9= 7le EAAAAAN Y F3E A - A 4,1697HL(E 2739 A F ) BolA
N AYY .

B o 2 7HH 1605 vl (B &F 217 o] A9l F ul) o] = XA FY T
a2 7F 77k HEA] o Bk 4,4109] wEd (A Foll A B A 7R 9] A Bl 9]
1208 = 2] el A B F7hA] €] A 2 2 474SHH)01 g AEE slolvA sy
=, 242 AT Ao Azl - HA e & 2o ]7}%‘4‘:}



Ae of

i

a8 a Ve 2R v gr(EE HEY 2A )R o3t uj vt 3 gy
Y et A2y o

2] QlA 9] @ Foll = w7 R QY o

FAlo| Y U7} Al 7 oA 7]l A W8] = 2hzhe] 2F2 A% 2 o]l 7R ol Yt
wrEta] -2l Aol ekzh 7 Eo A Hlojd A9 dEo R e A gode Ot
Jﬂ%Eﬂ?E£w1H§§$%GHW.

7R 2, S A4S e ele Fe Agoly A3 = A Sole ¥ avrt gl
= A H Ee$9l§141:}
1H4Tﬂﬂmﬂ55§3@Wﬂéﬂ%ﬂéﬂHﬂé
e g vt eyl 2 AE g Ay S| |2 A
Mg e AAA T AJAA o] T 3t o} F 2 Aol
XI] OJ\_C_D_U:] /\1Xﬂi ﬂ_—ﬂ_z]ﬁ:xch %ﬂ% 1?_1_:‘_5‘/_": 9\}]\%]4]—4_

auEe 2 Qe A2 ALY o, A7 )R, G4 shid & mA
e %ziﬁjugam%%éﬂ@%%%”lq.

L



