Evangelism:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for October 26, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

It’s October 26, and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

Nan and I don’t own a television, so I get my news mostly from Hawai’i
Public Radio. I think HPR is a credible news outlet, and I trust the accuracy of
their reporting. And yet, true as that is, it’s also true that sometimes I would rather
not hear any of the news of the day at all — not from HPR or anywhere else.

Because there often seems to be so much bad news in the world at present.
Bad news from Maui. Bad news from Ukraine. Bad news from the Middle East.
Bad news from China. Bad news from Washington DC. Bad news from the CDC.
Bad news from Wall Street. Bad news from the Star Advertiser and the television.
Bad news from social media and the internet.

Bad news, too, from friends and neighbors. Bad news from the doctor. Bad
news from the boss. Bad news from the bank. Bad news from here, there, and
seemingly everywhere.

Which is one of many reasons why our mission as Christians matters so
much here and now, in the world today. Because in Jesus Christ, we have good
news. Good news to share. The good news of God.

Good news which really could bring some mililani to people’s troubled
hearts, weighed down by the weight of the world. So, let’s go out into our
community and into our world and share the good news we’ve been given!

“Oh, gulp,” you might be thinking. = “This devotion is about sharing the
gospel. I know what that is. It’s called ‘evangelism.” And evangelism scares me.
I mean, I’'m not sure what to say. I’m not sure I’ve got the Bible down cold
enough. I’m not sure I know all the theological answers to the questions which
people might ask me. I’m not even sure where to start or how to break the ice. I
mean, [ can’t remember, how many °‘spiritual laws’ are there supposed to be,
anyway? Where, again, is the onramp to ‘Romans Road’? And how exactly does
that prayer about asking Jesus into your heart go?”

Relax. Please. 1 don’t know how many “spiritual laws” there are supposed
to be, either. I lost the last pamphlet like that, which somebody handed me. And
that’s okay, because that’s not what I’m talking about anyway. I’m not talking
about a formula or a project or a pamphlet or a proof text or a special prayer.

Instead, I just want to ask you to think about one question: “In my own life,
what is one good and true thing that I know, or that I’ve experienced, because of
God?”

In my own life, what is one good and true thing that I know, or that I've
experienced, because of God?



That’s what I’d like you to focus on. What do you know? What have you
experienced? In your own life. Because of God.

Think of it like a fill-in-the-blank sentence: “In my own life, this is one
good and/ or true thing that I know because of God:

2

If you can, please fill in that blank right now.

Because as soon as you do that, then you’ll know: “Here’s my good news.
My good news to share.”

It could be all kinds of things. For example...

“In my own life, this is one good and/ or true thing that I know because of
God: I know I'm not alone.”

Or, “In my own life, this is one good and/ or true thing that I know because
of God: I know that when I pray, I feel peace.”

Or, “In my own life, this is one good and/ or true thing that I know because
of God: I know my family is a gift, and I feel so blessed.”

Or, “In my own life, this is one good and/ or true thing that I know because
of God. I know I'm so grateful for me being led to MPC. I’'ve been given so much
love here.”

Or it could be a million and one other things too.

What I’'m asking you is, what is “good” to you about being a Christian,
about being a believer?

“In my own life, this is one good and/ or true thing that I know because of
God: .” Please fill in the blank.

Because that is your good news to share. And there are people out there in
our world who would be blessed, encouraged, helped, inspired, preserved, maybe
even saved, if you would just speak up and share your good news with them.

Because the world is full of people who are desperate to hear a little good
news, some good word which might give them even the smallest little reason to
feel a little mililani in their life again. So don’t be afraid to speak up and to share
your good news with them!

Let people know about the good news which you have come to believe in
your own life, because of your faith. Because the world is full of people who are
looking for a little good news. And if you’ll let him, God might just use you to
bring that good news to your neighbor’s heart — and with it, some much-needed
mililani, too; in Jesus’ name.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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