We Are Part of a Good Church:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for September 14, 2023

Aloha MPC 'Ohana,

It's September 14, and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

A few weeks ago, together with some members of our MPC Outreach
Committee, I took part in a Zoom meeting which was hosted by our
denomination’s! disaster relief agency, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA).
The meeting included other island pastors as well as presbytery? personnel in
California and national denominational partners headquartered in Louisville.

One of the other key participants in the Zoom meeting was Rev. Dr.
Kimberly Fong. Dr. Fong is an ordained PC(USA) minister who has been the
pastor of a UCC3 church on Maui for almost twenty years — the Po'okela Church in
Makawao.

As you might imagine, PDA placed a high priority on contacting Dr. Fong as
soon as word of the Maui wildfires reached them, and disaster assistance was
almost immediately sent from our denomination to the Po'okela Church to help
those affected by the Kula fire.

And so, during the Zoom meeting, Dr. Fong expressed her admiration for
PDA's swift response and her gratitude for the help they were (and still are)
sending. "I am so proud to be a Presbyterian," Dr. Fong said. "PDA's response has
been amazing. Thank you so much for everything!"

As 1 listened to Dr. Fong that day, and as I've watched PDA in action myself,
I must say that I too feel proud to be a Presbyterian. There are no Presbyterian
churches on Maui4, yet our denomination is fully engaged on every level in
rendering aid to the people there nonetheless. Because that's what PDA does.
That’s what the PC(USA) does. It's who we are.

I love the PC(USA) deeply. And yet, I will admit that there are times in my
own mind when I have little "lovers quarrels" with our denomination. Like many
mainline churches, I think our denomination has suffered from more than a few

1 Our denomination is the Presbyterian Church (USA) or PC(USA) for short.

2 Inthe PC(USA) a presbytery is a regional body of connected churches. Our presbytery is the Presbytery of the
Pacific, headquartered in Los Angeles.

3 United Church of Christ, the denomination which evolved from the old Congregationalist Church.

4 This is because back in the 1800s the Presbyterians and the Congregationalists decided not to compete with each
other in “frontier” areas like Hawai’i and Alaska. The Congregationalists already had missionaries in Hawai’i so the
Presbyterians sent their missionaries to Alaska. (Obviously, the Presbyterians hadn’t heard of surfing.)
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self-inflicted wounds over the years. There are times when the General Assembly>
issues a statement or makes a decision that I don't like or agree with®. There are
times when our presbytery does so too. There are times when I feel like our
denominational polity and structure are about sixty years overdue for a major
reboot. There are even times when [ think we need to rethink the name
"Presbyterian" itself because no one in the wider world can spell it (and that is an
obstacle to outreach, in my opinion, which probably deserves more attention than it
gets). There are times when I wish the whole church would change faster. And then
again, there are other times when I wish we'd look before we leap.

And yet, for all of its faults and foibles, one thing the PC(USA) is really,
really good at is disaster assistance. We are a church which knows how to help
people recover and rebuild after disaster strikes. We've been doing it for a long,
long time, and we are frankly among the best of the best at it.

We're doing it now on Maui, and we will stay engaged on Maui for as long
as it takes. Because that's who we are and that's what we do, as Presbyterians.

And I'm proud of that. I'm proud of my church — of our church — the
PC(USA). And I hope you are too. Because we are part of a good church which
does real good in the world, especially whenever and wherever real people need
help most. Like they do on Maui right now. Our church is there to help, in Jesus’
name. And for that, [ humbly think we all can be justifiably proud — proud of our
church, the PC(USA), to the glory of God. Amen.

Ka ho‘opili Iest,
Pastor Ron
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5 The General Assembly is the national decision-making meeting of commissioners from all of our denomination’s
presbyteries.

6 ’m not required to agree, and neither are you, because Presbyterianism places a high premium of individual
freedom of conscience.
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