Being Transported:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for September 21, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

It’s September 21, and time for another Thursday Morning Email Devotion.

The Mayflower.

The Santa Maria.

The Endeavor.

The Thaddeus.

The Ha'aheo o Hawai'i.

The Lurline.

You might recognize some of those names. Or, if you're like me, you might
have to ask Google or Siri for a little help. But in either case, each of the
aforementioned was the name of a ship. The ship that brought the Pilgrims to
Plymouth Rock. The flag ship which Columbus commanded in 1492. The ship that
Lieutenant James Cook captained on his first voyage to the South Pacific. The ship
that transported the first Christian missionaries to Hawai'i nei in 1822. The royal
yacht of which King Kamehameha II was so proud. The Matson luxury liner on
the San Francisco-to-Honolulu run at the apex of trans-Pacific passenger travel
during the last century. In the maritime world, these are some important names.
While on vacation in Rarotonga last month, I learned the revered names of some
other historic vessels. Takitumu, Te Arawa, Mataatua, Aotea, Kurahaupo,
Tokomaru, and Tainui -- those were the names of seven great voyaging canoes
which left the island of Rarotonga about 600 years ago, carrying the very first
Polynesians (the Maori) from that island to the place which we today call New
Zealand. Those seven canoes, in other words, are together sort of like the
Mayflower of New Zealand.

And their names are remembered with reverence -- both in Rarotonga, from
which they departed, and in New Zealand, where they made landfall. In fact, many
Maori people in New Zealand today can still tell you which one of those seven
canoes their ancestors sailed on. Because the names of those seven canoes went on
to become the names of the seven major Maori clans in New Zealand. So that one
might say something like, "We are Takitumu people, because our ancestors were
brought here by that canoe," etc.

All of which I find personally interesting. But that's not why I mention it
today. Instead, I mention it because I'm mindful that the Christian church is
sometimes equated with a boat too. Already in the Book of Second Peter, in fact,
the church was being described metaphorically as "an ark" -- an ark like Noah's
ark, an ark of salvation (1 Peter 3:18-22). And here's what I think that means:



I think the church is sometimes compared to a boat (or ark, ship, vessel,
vaka, wa'a, etc...) because like a boat, the purpose of "church" is to transport
people.

When the Word of God is proclaimed in church, the purpose of that is to
transport people from a state of doubt or discouragement or despondency to a new
place of faith and hope and love. When songs of praise are sung, the purpose of
that is not to entertain but to transport our hearts up into the courts of praise. When
we pray together in church, the purpose of that is to carry (ie. transport) our
concerns and our thanksgivings up to heaven's throne of grace. And when the
worship service ends with "amen," that's our signal to be transported by the Holy
Spirit out into the world to love and serve the Lord there 24/7.

The point is, what we do at church is not meant to leave us unmoved. It is
all meant to transport us -- really, to propel us. To propel us upward in praise,
forward in faith, and outward in mission.

So , what if each week we came to church anticipating that and nothing less,
excited to see "where God will take me today." Because when church is
approached in that spirit, I think the possibilities are endless, how about you?

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron

2023EH 0 21€ =

23} MPC <35},

0% 21YS E CH2 2 0 0|H|Y 24 AlZFILICE
mlo| =2y,

AtEL O2l0},

w3,

Bt QA

SOt 2 @ St2}0.

=ajol.

CHAS 11 0|2 & YHE Yot 4 YBLICH OfL|E ZHAI0] Liet ZTHH GoogleO|Lt Ciridl
7 ofzte] =22 QAo & & YALICH,

JBILt £ A9 mE oM o8t Zizte| 0|22 o] 0|2 0|BLICt

2| XIE2 E2|{A Z(Plymouth Rock)2 2 Cf|2{2 HY.
1492'3 S AT} X[S|34E 7[et.



X1I°.:I£ 2 xo|7|. x |:|-|;;H I_I-EHu.#Ot °|'0H0ﬂk| Mxrog M'o;t"_‘d HH

18223 £|=9| 7|5 MUASE 5t2t0] H|0|2 &8t H.

FtHIstHISE 2M|7F 2B S AR T 2E QEILIC.

MIEZSIAAD-SEEF M2 Matson S8} 0ZHM 2 X[t M7| SF EfEQF 2T 024 012
o| FHEol| AASLICE

ANANH

S MA M 0152 R 71X S8t O|F/ILICH.
Xt & 2t2S70M {712 Eli= S L= THE A dete| Z3E= 0|22 HiRls

L|C}.
E7| £ 5 (Takitumu), El| OI2f2}(Te Arawa), OIEFEOF( Mataatua), OF2E||OH Aotea), T2l
I (Kurahaupo), EZ0}E(Tokomaru), EfO[50|(Tainui) - 0|52 2 6003 H 2t=&7t €S
L x| =of Z2|H|AlofRl(OfRE|ZF)E O MoM 2t2S 7t Ho=E A0 LIE Y& &2 adl
g 71+2| O|EQILICH @5 27t mEHERl D BE= 2
&, 3 7719 7t5= 0K wEAUES| H|o|E2tRlet Z5L T
2|1 359 0|2 1=0| EYdt 2t2&87tet 50| 4Eet EMENAM HelaS 7HX]|
0 7| gL,
Ate, QY FEMES| U2 OiQE|F2 Xlo| ZHO0| BHH 7712| 7H+ 5 (= HiE &=
K| OF=| = & &L,
O L5 7He| 7H+2| O|E0| mAHMES| 2y F2 0ie| 2X2| 0|F0| =[7| WZYLICt
JeliM <R2| ZHS0] 3 M55 Bt 0{7|7HX| 2teL| f2|= EFF|ERF0|ch et et
U= ALICE
O] 2= 0| 7ielM e = S0| Ot ‘HzbetL|Ct.
SHX|2F JZ10| M7t @& JAE ¢adh= 0|77 OFELICE
CHalol L= 7|5 w3|7f i 2 Hiet SYA|EICHE EE G50 &1 0|2 gL
A, O[0| HIE2ZMOM WEl= 2RHSE “UF” F LLOI9| ':”x9f A e I )
F2 BAE[D QJIUSLICHHIEZ T A 3:18-22).
M7t Mztsh= ofol= Ch2dt Z&LC.
Ll 4210l W3l= mfii= Hi(E= &=, B, MHE vaka, wa’a S...)0l| H|REl= A Z5LICH 24
LESHH M ~w3|”e| |XM2 AREE +&5hk=_ A0[7| MZYLICt
StLtE el 20| we(of|M MEE uf O X2 ARSE o, HE, HEe| Mejol|lM 23t
AT AR MER X2 H7|= AYLICE
xtofo| L2 EE o O EI—l
20{=2[7| flet AYULICE
LE7t 1slol| M et 7|t m O SH2 2|9 PE{et ZALE Shs 2562 22| &7
= AL}
J2|1 ofuizt ot e = B i, J42 227 H-o)| o5 M2 74X 220 A
5T 24A7H UL FEHE AEStD g2k MSQLC)

Hﬂ

:% A 5t7] 9Igh 230 OtL|2t 2] OIS S T2 SHL=

—_



QE2 22[7t 13|l k= 20| RE|E SAI0[X] A =H=7| flet 20| OtL{2h= AL

Ct.

OA2 BF RE|E +58517| fle AYULILE. dHz2E 222 FTsH| flet AL,

Aoz 2SR, UBL=E Yoz, O8(1 *f”*oﬁ S22 LIOt/HA| 517 lefiLict.

J12fM o= R2[7F 3RS 7|Chst SHEHIA 2= LS O = HiZ7HEX|”E 7 (TS}

_L_ll_il | 7|-|:_|-EI:| 0.|I:E-I7]|.O‘)

O Yoz ws|of H2E M 7tsd2 FSFEIsCt e d2st=H, 6{2E2 oEsL
Lt 2235t

E FA



