Consider the Birds:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for November 9, 2023

Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

One of the (many) things which I love about Hawai’i nei is all the beautiful,
singing birds. I ran across a poem about birds recently. Although it was written by
someone on the Mainland (and hence refers to North American birds), there was
something about it nonetheless that spoke to my soul. Maybe it’ll speak to yours
too.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron

Consider the Birds

It caught my eye at once,

I turned the corner and

stopped, looked, and smiled.

The painting of St. Francis preaching to the birds.
in his black robe, his hand extended,

the beloved saint faced rows of birds.

Birds in an array of colors

looking at him as he spoke,

“Sweet little sisters of the sky.”

I wonder if we have it backwards.

And the birds are preaching to us?

And we are just too busy to listen.

“Consider the birds™, Jesus said.

Consider the Canada Geese working together,
forming a perfect V as they fly across the horizon.
Consider how the corncrakes

on lona, hidden in the grass

speak up, wanting to be heard.

Consider how the swans

glide across the pond, at home

in the beauty of their bodies.

Consider the parrots chatter,

the crows caw,

the robin’s song.

Consider the hummingbird

finding nourishment in the



beautiful flower.

Consider the wise Scarlet Tanager

migrating south

seeking the warmth of the sun.

Consider how the goldfinch’s

yellow body lights up

the front laurel bush.

Consider how the rare Mandarin duck

floating on a pond in Central Park

brings people together to watch and feel wonder.
The beloved Saint

preached

to the winged congregation.

While with the essence of their being,

the beauty of their form and the sound of their song:
the “sweet little sisters of the sky” preach to us:
“Spread your beautiful wings and fly”.

- Dave Brown
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