(Un)Fossilized:
Thursday Morning Email Devotion for March 21, 2024
Aloha MPC ‘Ohana,

I have an old friend from seminary who’s now a pastor in Oklahoma. He loves it there,
and one of the things that he’s discovered during his time living there is that apparently
Oklahoma is a pretty good place to find prehistoric fossils. In fact, he recently posted a photo
of a really nice fossil ammonite, which certainly got the attention of the seashell lover in me.

Something else which my friend recently unearthed and posted online was a little
devotional entitled, “The Fossilization of the Mind.” 1 found it to be quite thought provoking,
and so I humbly share it with you now (giving credit where credit is due to the Reverend Todd
Freeman of Tulsa, Oklahoma):

THE FOSSILIZATION OF THE MIND

Knowing things may not be all its cracked up to be. Because a belief that you “already
know” could actually block you from seeking new insight and information.

Knowing makes you a fossil, rather than a living, breathing spiritual being, capable of
exceptional levels of change and growth.

Fossils are unchanging.  Perpetually in a state of sameness for millions of years.
Desperately fighting to preserve their sameness. Stuck. Hardened. Unmoving. Unyielding.

I “already know” how to eat well.

I “already know” what I like to do in my spare time.

I “already know” what makes me happy.

Do you?

Or could it be possible that you “have a current level of understanding” that you could
easily amend or alter should you find new insight or new information?

An interesting experiment for today ... Pretend for one second that you don't already
know. Go find out. Go digging. Be an explorer for the unseen, unread, unheard, and yet-to-
be-experienced adventure. The adventure of going beyond what we think we know.

Me ke aloha,
Pastor Ron
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