
                                  SERMON “DOUBLE BLESSING” 

                  (Matthew 10:40-42 Preached at MPC on July 2, 2017)  

What does it mean to be a Christian?  Does it mean always being happy?  Always 

smiling?  Always pleasant?  That's what some people think.  For them, the church is a 

place of peace and quiet in a noisy world—a slow-pitch break from a hardball game.  For 

them, the word "Christian" is synonymous with "nice."  They know that some Christians 

are not nice, but doubt that they are really Christians. 

I wonder what they would think if they met Jesus face to face.  Jesus was not always 

nice.  He didn't have a pleasant word for everyone.  He didn't make everyone feel good. 

 They didn't kill Jesus because he was so nice.  They killed him because he was direct 

and truthful about sin.   

Christians can be a pain too.  We Christians are always caught in the tension between 

communicating God's love for people and God's hatred for sin.  During our dynamic and 

spirit filled teaching at the Purpose Driven Conference this past week at Saddleback 

church with Pastor Rick Warren, he would always open his group sessions with the 

phrase that I just sang and reworded, “Have I Told You Lately That I Love You”—We 

will never get in trouble by telling people that God loves them—it is the love of God that 

transforms and changes people at their core level, at the heart!  But we will make 

enemies by telling people that they need to change their ways.  Sometimes we need to do 

that just as Jesus did! 

Jesus knew that his disciples would face opposition just as he did.  Jesus knew that his 

disciples would be persecuted.  He knew that some of them would be killed for their 

faith, just as he would be killed.  Some of them would even die on a cross, just as he 

would die on a cross.  All those things would happen because people did not want to 

hear what God sent the disciples to say. 

Jesus addresses all those issues in the first part of the tenth chapter of Matthew, where 

he sends his disciples on a mission.  Then we come to our text for today, where Jesus 

tells his disciples: "He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives 

him who sent me" (v. 40). 

In other words, Jesus first spells out for his disciples that they will experience 

opposition.  He then follows up by telling the disciples that God will bless those who 



help them. That is the Jewish concept called “Shaliah.”  The idea is that, when the king 

sends an emissary to conduct his business, he expects people to treat the emissary as if 

he were the king himself.  If anyone mistreats the emissary, the king will punish them. 

 If anyone helps the emissary, the king will reward them. 

The reason behind “Shaliah” is simple.  The king cannot do everything. He must  

delegate—must send others to do his work.  If people mistreat the king's workers, 

nothing will get done.  The king must protect his people, so he says, "If you treat my 

people well, you will be rewarded.  If you treat them badly, you will be punished." 

So now, in Matthew 10, we have the King of Kings sending his disciples to proclaim the 

gospel.  He tells them: "He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me 

receives him who sent me. He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet 

will receive a prophet's reward. He who receives a righteous man in the name of a 

righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward" (vv. 40-41). 

I call this the Promise of the Double Blessing.  That promise goes like this: When we 

bless God, God will bless us in return. Someone else came up with the same idea, but 

said it differently.  They said: God will be no one's debtor. 

To be honest, you won't find either of those statements in the Bible—at least not in those 

exact words.  You won't find: "When we bless God, God will bless us in return." Nor will 

you find:  "God will be no one's debtor." But that is what Jesus meant when he said: "He 

who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives him who sent me. He 

who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward." 

That is Jesus' promise to take care of those who take care of his disciples.  That's quite a 

promise—coming from Jesus, as it does.  There are some people who might want to 

show us hospitality, but who might have little to give.  But Jesus is living in glory with 

the Father.  It is that glory to which Jesus promises to welcome us.  That's quite a 

promise! 

Friends, I hope we are all looking forward to seeing Jesus someday!  I am looking 

forward to seeing Jesus.  I am looking forward to having him welcome me into sharing 

his glory.  I am looking forward to seeing the city we read about in the Bible whose 

streets are paved with gold and whose walls are encrusted with jewels. But we might 



worry that we have missed the opportunity to secure this promise.  Perhaps Jesus meant 

that he would bless those who welcomed the apostles—and we have no chance to do  

that.  But Jesus said: "He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 

prophet's reward." 

Who is a prophet?  A prophet is simply a person called by God to tell God's truth.  There 

is no shortage of prophets today.  Missionaries are prophets.  And preachers.  And 

Sunday school teachers.  And youth group leaders.  There are prophets who proclaim 

Christ through their service, preaching, teaching, through their art and music—There 

are prophets who proclaim Christ through their suffering—through their quiet faith as 

they live with illness or loss.  We have today and in the past at MPC, prophets—people 

God as placed among us who call and inspire us to faithful service—to holy living and 

deeper faith! 

On the eve of July 4th, Independence Day, I would suggest that God has already 

provided us with a prophetic purpose driven covenant called the BIBLE, for the church 

in our great nation of America—a prophetic covenant founded on God’s principles to 

grow stronger through worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism.  

As we stand on the threshold of celebrating our nation’s independence, I have made a 

change for our closing hymn—it’s one of my favorites and hope it’s one of yours— “O 

beautiful for spacious skies,” known also as “American the Beautiful.”  Since childhood I 

have been strangely moved by some of the words in verse 4. The words are, “O beautiful 

for patriot dream that sees beyond the years thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by 

human tears!” 

Imagine!  A nation of cities whose walls gleam a brilliant white in God’s sunshine, and 

stand undimmed by all that brings sad tears to human eyes.  Imagine that! It is this 

dream that drove George Washington and William White, and people of many faiths, 

the famous and the unknown, through all the generations of our republic, and it is this 

vision that animates each true patriot still: a community marked by justice and 

compassion; a city characterized by honest dealing, concern for the marginalized, a 

welcome for the stranger, the reconciliation of enemies.  Again, and again we have 

proven unfaithful to this dream, but still it beckons and calls us, and we long for it.  And, 

you know, this dream sounds a lot like heaven. 



Heaven, of course, is far greater still, yet this civic ideal is similar, and worthy of our 

striving and sacrifice.  And it is by a kind of faith, a true faith distinguishable from false 

alternatives, that we pursue this patriot dream of the beautiful alabaster city which is a 

home and haven for all. It is by a true and laudable faith that we strive to realize the 

promise of a public theology that offers so much and asks so much that its hope cannot 

be realized by a single generation alone. The patriot dream of that beautiful city calls us 

to work for the constant transformation of the social order in a way that is grounded in 

God’s faith and hope and love.   

Friends, we ended the powerful Purpose Driven Conference with all of us reading aloud 

with Pastor Rick, Saddleback’s church’s Covenant of the Purpose Driven Fellowship.  

Listen to some of the words I quote right from the middle of that covenant and please 

read aloud with me!   “Because this life is a preparation for the next, I will value worship 

over wealth, “we” over “me,” character over comfort, service over status, and God’s 

purposes over possessions, positions, popularity, and pleasure.  I know what matters 

most, and I’ll give it all I’ve got.  I’ll do the best I can with what I have for Jesus Christ 

today. 

“I won’t be captivated by culture, manipulated by critics, motivated by praise, frustrated 

by problems, debilitated by temptation, or intimidated by the devil.  I’ll keep running 

my race with my eyes on the goal, not the sidelines or those running by me.  When times 

get tough, and I get tired, I won’t back up, back down, back out, or backslide.  I’ll keep 

moving forward by God’s grace.  I’m Spirit led, purpose-driven, and mission-focused, so 

I cannot be bought, I will not be compromised, and I shall not quit until I finish the race.  

I’m a trophy of God’s amazing grace, so I will be generous to everyone, grateful for every 

day, and generous with everything that God entrusts to me.   

Friends may receive the promise of Jesus’ double blessing today, embody the patriot’s 

dream as America the Beautiful, and live to be God’s people of a purpose driven 

covenant— to learn great wisdom and knowledge from Pastor Rick’s Church in 

Saddleback, but filter that wisdom and knowledge in our own way right here at MPC!  

Amen!   




